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PROJECT BRIEF

How might we designh an affordable, sus-
tainable, modular furniture solution that
can seamlessly blend into various envi-
ronments, while serving the purpose as a
living, changing element of nature?
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*Most promise and liked
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User 1:

Enjoys the concept of the mycelium table

Appreciates its autonomy

Values the ability to create forms with the remaining pieces

Expresses a desire to physically see the prototype and potential decay.
Notes that achieving perfect balance with the pieces was a bit challenging.
Sees potential for outdoor use.

User 2:

Finds the form of the mycelium table unique and feels it's directly from nature
Describes the prototype as eccentric in a positive way

Appreciates its versatility

Curiosity about the material’s sturdiness, comfort, and how it changes over time
Easy to modify the table

Envisions seamless integration into various environments

Appreciates its ability to bridge the gap between indoors and outdoors

Moving Forward

e Balance of the blocks e Modification

e Working with decay - * Asystem that
Beauty vs Obsolete- allows the blocks
ness to move in any way
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Biodegradable
Modular
Aesthetic

N

Wood
Mycelium

Mycelium

Wood

“Our mission is to replace plastic foam
with our CO2 efficient & 100% com-
postable mycelium-based packaging to
protect our goods and leave a more live-
able planet for generations to come.”

Oak Wood

Remarkable durability, strength, and
beautiful grain patterns. Oak is local to
the Philadelphia area, supporting sustain-
able practices by reducing transportation
emissions and promoting local econo-
mies.
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360 degrees

By adding a dome of
2 inches, the blocks can \/
slide and rotate on an axis.
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Round Oak Wood Mycelium Bricks
Diameter: 9 inches 30 count
Finish: Teak Ol Woodchip and Mycelium
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| intended to make a unique design that fit my personas and
users requirements. These included: making the design mod-
ular, have an aesthetic balance, be biodegradable and sus-
tainable, have the ability to blend into any environment, and
serve multiple uses (change in form and carbon sequestra-
tion). After thorough research | found that Mycelium, specifi-
cally Mycelium bricks, would be the perfect solution to meet
these requirements.

After some ideation, | came up with a design for a side table
that works on a system where the bricks can be layed on top
of each other and move on the axis of a dome. This allowed
me to come up with several ideas and concepts for my look-
book.

19



“High Quality Mycelium Products.” GROWN Bio, 13 Feb. 2024, www.grown.bio/?v=796834e7a283.

“Mycelium.” Micropia, www.micropia.nl/en/discover/microbiology/mycelium/. Accessed 20 Mar. 2024.

Polaris Market Research, https://www.polarismarketresearch.com/. “Mycelium Market Size, Growth and
Forecast Report, 2024-2032.” Polaris, www.polarismarketresearch.com/industry-analysis/mycelium-market.
Accessed 20 Mar. 2024.

Souza, Eduardo. “Mushroom Buildings? The Possibilities of Using Mycelium in Architecture.” ArchDaily,
ArchDaily, 12 Oct. 2020, www.archdaily.com/949007/mushroom-buildings-the-possibili-
ties-of-using-mycelium-in-architecture.

Tesch, David. “Can Spending More Time Outside Really Make You Feel Better?” HealthPartners Blog, 7 Apr.
2023, www.healthpartners.com/blog/nature-deficit-disorder/#:~:text=-
Nature%20deficit%20disorder%20symptoms%20in%20kids&text=When%20children%20don%27t%20go,t
heir%20emotional%20and%20physical%20health.

20



