kapwa' projects
by |uke jose

1 a core indigenous Filipino psychology that
IS “a recognition of shared identity, an inner
self shared with others” (Enriquez 1992)
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Land-Water Aberrations in
Chiayi County, Taiwan
with Alex Ching-Chen Liu

Location  Chiayi County, Taiwan
Type Advanced Architectural Design Studio ., S i
Instructor Elise Misao Hunchuck, Marco Ferarri,TA André B. Santos &8 " Wangliao Village, Chiayi County




The communities along the southwest coast of Taiwan,
particularly in Chiayi County, are experiencing sea
level rise at rates significantly higher than the global
average, due to global warming and climate change.
In addition to rising seas, excessive groundwater
extraction, primarily from aquaculture and rice farming,
has led to severe land subsidence and widespread
land salinization. This project investigates how
ecological and infrastructural crises driven by human
activity heighten environmental vulnerability, producing
conditions of land loss and the displacement of both
human and non-human populations and communities.

The project brings a collection of images threaded in a
multimedia installation that confronts the urgency of
Chiayi County's environmental crisis, while inviting a
broader dialogue on climate-induced displacement,
ecological loss and imaging, and imagining possible
recalibrated futures of coastal regions worldwide.

Shun Fa Yang, Submerged Beauty of Formosa

Understanding the way of water through mapping—




Expanded Perspective and Scenes
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(1) seawall Damage (2) oyster Farming (3) Fishing Village Adaj . —— (6) Infractructure Damage (7) Water Transportation Economic Diversification (9) Groundwater Extraction

As Inland soll subsidence worsens. saawalls tilt or even collapse, As seawater continues to encroach inland, oyster larmers bagn Even as seawater encroaches am S ==, ‘:_- Major transportaticn infrastructures such as highways and Residents have begun to rely more heavily en waler-based To adapt to this changing environment. fishermen adept more Howsver, tha demand for agricultural water persists, and

Allowmg mere seawater o intrude into the land The seawall thus 10 take afvantage of the nowly formed mlertdsl 2ones protected villagers refuse 1o leave their loag-n S ‘. . A high-specd rall are also aMected by Lind subsidence. The transpoctation, with ports even emerging further inlaad. These diverse and imtegrated agricultural sconemivs. such as fish-solar residints continue to rely heavily on groundwater extraction. If

transforms from 3 bowndary Detween Lind and waler inte a by the breakwater. They increassed the number of oysters atapt with still houses and oth w— TN 7 foundations of bridges gradually sink day by day. expesing ports Grectly connect to Nghways, Raciitaling transitions co-larming and the cultivation of crops resibent 10 changing Ihe relance on grounwaler comtinues. land subsidence will

breakwater, offering a shellered harbor for island walers Cultivated on thewr racks, expanting the area of oyster Larming. gratualy learning 10 CoRxist with wa 3 . - — - everyday mobdity 10 InCreasing risk and instadilty Detween different modes of transgort. condtions. continue 1o be exacerbated trapping the region i 3 relentiess
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As landscapes change, the life of its community is recalibrated—
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-~ Programmed spaces

Structure like a forest create informality—

‘ Kapwa spaces
| A | Programs
' Structure

Kapwa spaces
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Ground Floor Plan

Spaces paving new paths—
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Massing Floor plates Structure

Detail Section

Circulation core Home modules Kapwa spaces
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, A chair is a piece of furniture that lies on the mundane
Kit-of-parts part of our everyday life. It's a piece that bears our
spirits and has become an embodiment of our
Interconnected beings. Whether we are at our family’s
dining table, a doctor's waiting room, or sitting on a bus
with strangers, chairs carry us. To be a chair is to be
marginal, but they are witnesses of our relationships,
personal histories, worries, and fleeting moments. It is
within these moments that time has brought us
together.

The idea of an interconnected chair emerged from a
meditation of a core Filipino psychology of kapwa, that
IS “a recognition of shared identity, an inner self shared
with others” (Enriquez 1992) during the height of
COVID-19 and global lockdowns. The piece responds
to the physical barriers implemented during the
pandemic and how each one of us are weaved through
space and time no matter how apart we are.
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thank you!

Jukejose.com



