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Hi, I’m Shiyan Zhu

I am a graphic designer and muldisplinary creator currently based 
in Providence, Rhode Island, USA. I’m pursuing a BFA in graphic 
design at Rhode Island School of Design (RISD), with concentra-
tions in Computation, Technology and Cultures (CTC), and Drawing.

In my practice, I particularly focus on editorial design, experimental 
typefaces, poster design, and artist books. In addition to my graphic 
design pursuits, I also actively engage in fine art practices, includ-
ing drawing, installations, and multimedia art. 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Currently
Brown Political Review
TEDxRISD
The College Hill Independent (The 
Indy)

Previously
Beijing Water Design

Exhibition
RISD Graphic Design Triennial 2024
RISD Unbound Art Book Fair 2024
10th Baker & Whitehill Student Artists’ 
Book Contest 2024

Contact
szhu04@risd.edu
401-241-4886
shiyanzhu.com

Language
English
Mandarin (Chinese)
Cantonese (Chinese)
Japanese (beginner)
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Poster Collections
These collections showcase various posters I have created over time, such 
as the outcomes from academic assignments, extracurricular projects, and 
experimental explorations. Covering themes such as visual transformation, 
editorial design, archival graphics, and typeface specimens,

Poster Design 
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This is a motion graphic poster series, please click here to view the full animations.

http://shiyanzhu.com
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Unspoken Moment
This project explores Chinese characters beyond their traditional role as text, 
treating them as visual patterns. Through distortion, repetition, and layering, 
their forms are deconstructed and reassembled to express the unspoken 
emotions woven into everyday life.

Postcard Design Postcard Design 
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Through constantly distortion, repetition, and layering, Chinese characters are 
reimagined as patterns, beyond its textual meaning.
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Repeatedly superimposes the Chinese character “I’m so tired”, creating an 
unbearable and overwhelming visual effect.
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Cell Font
This experimental typeface is crafted from the intricate forms of microscopic 
creatures observed at the RISD Nature Lab. The project consists of 26 letters, 
each formed by various biological features, including cells, nerves, and other 
anatomical elements from both vertebrates and invertebrates.

Editorial Design Typeface Design 
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Basswood 
Three-year Stem (Tilia)

Edwardsia Elegans
Corn Grain Embryo

Embryology Tongue

Fir (Abies)

During my observations at the RISD Nature Lab, my samples spanned various kingdoms, including 
Archaebacteria, Eubacteria, Protista, Fungi, Plantae, and Animalia.

Through microscope observation, I noticed that some structures closely resemble actual letterforms. In my sketches,  
I tried to analyze the structure of these microorganisms and explored the relationship with letterforms.
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Echoes, Paths & Patterns
This project maps out the behavioral patterns of birds along the Living Edge 
of the Providence River, tracking their locating frequency, flight paths, drop-
pings, and vocalizations. By visualizing these datasets throughout posters, 
pulication and website, It explores the interconnected relationship between 
birds, humans, and the surrounding environment. As a time-based project, this 
work was a collaboration with Hyunmin Kim and Agnes Liu.

Information Design 
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This poster visualized the flying paths of all different species of birds along the 
Living Edge, throughout the daytime.
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From left to right, these posters map out the sound data of birds, the location 
frequency of birds, and human conversations over time, alongside traces of 
bird droppings and human waste.
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The front side presents data visualizations, mapping patterns and rhythms, 
while the back side reveals poetic interpretations, written in dialogue with the 
data, tracing the passage from day to night.





shiyanzhu.com

Embedded with NFC chips, each page enables an interactive experience by scanning to access 
real-time data on the living edge. From bird soundscapes to movement patterns in water and air, 
the site captures dynamic environmental interactions. Optimized for both desktop and mobile, it 
ensures seamless access anywhere, anytime.

To Acess the Website

szhu04@risd.edu

https://echoespathsandpattterns.cargo.site
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Voice: Personal Archive
This poetry collection explores themes of voice, memory, trauma, nature, life, 
and time. The poems are printed on vellum paper, which is semi-transparent, 
allowing the words to subtly interact with the text beneath them, creating a 
layered and reflective experience.

Editorial Design 
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In this book, the lines  are arranged from top to bottom, accompanied by a printed 
gradient on vellum paper. Its translucency echoes a voice fading through time and 
space, capturing the poem’s ephemeral essence.
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Tomb
This book takes readers on a journey through time, guided by texts from two 
ancient tombs: Mawangdui in China and the Tomb of Ankhmahor in Egypt. 
The Mawangdui tombs, dating back to the Han Dynasty, contain philosoph-
ical and medical works, including the Dao De Jing, while the Egyptian tomb 
offers insights into daily life, beliefs, and the afterlife. By juxtaposing these two 
cultures, the book explores their views on mortality, health, and the cosmos.

Book Design 
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The book is compact and portable, designed for easy carrying. Its Coptic stitch binding echoes traditional methods, 
allowing the book to lie flat at 180 degrees. The cover, printed with white ink on brown cardstock, mimics the visual  
language of murals found in ancient tombs.
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Thank You!

More works on        shiyanzhu.com

http://shiyanzhu.com

