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Instrumentation: 

Flute (Bass Flute) 

Clarinet Bb (Bass Clarinet in Bb) 

 

Percussion: Glockenspiel, Vibraphone 

Piano 

Female Voice (Soprano, Mezzo or Alto) 

Violin 

Cello 

Double Bass 

Electronics: Laptop with Digital Audio Workstation and Four Track Mixer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The score is written in C with the usual octave transpositions 

Duration: c. 13’-15’ 



Performance notes:  

General 

From silence/into silence 

Flute (Bass Flute) 

  Notehead: breathy tone, still with some pitch 

  Noteheads: breath noise only, no pitch 

Notehead: inhale through the mouthpiece 

Cycle through the harmonics of a fundamental  

 Whistle tone 

 

Clarinet (Bass Clarinet) 

Multiphonic with fingering 

 

Multiphonic with fingering: this multiphonic requires a lot of breath and very              

little pressure 

Indeterminate Multiphonic: preferably with a high noise content and roughly 

within the indicated register, the exact choice of multiphonic is up to the 

performer 

Piano 

Mute the piano string with finger, producing a muted tone or harmonic 

 



Voice 

The part should be sung with minimal vibrato throughout 

Pronunciation of the ‘text’ should be vague  

Notehead: breath or syllabic noise  

Notehead: inhale 

Above note: Open/Closed Mouth 

Strings 

Mute all strings with the palm of the left hand 

Harmonics: both natural and artificial harmonics are used in the piece. In addition to the 

commonly used natural harmonic touchpoints (M3
rd

, P4
th

, P5
th

, 8va) more tonally 

unstable harmonic touchpoints are used (m2
nd

, m7
th

 etc.) these ‘harmonics’ are notated 

as natural harmonics but vary in degrees of noise content. Similarly, artificial harmonics 

with a touchpoint of a m2
nd 

are used at several points in the piece, this technique will 

produce mostly ‘white noise’ but with a faintly audible pitch of the fingered fundamental. 

 

 

Double harmonic touchpoint: this technique is performed by touching the 

indicated open string at both of the points indicated by the diamond 

noteheads, and should produce a volatile blend of harmonic partials and 

muted string noise 

 

 



Electronics 

The electronic part requires four .wav audio files to be played back through any Digital 

Audio Workstation (DAW), preferably controlled by a four track mixer (although it should 

also be possible using just the controls of a laptop or computer). The audio files (labelled 

1-4) are all 17’00” long, accommodating more than the length of a full performance. They 

should all be synchronised in four separate tracks in the DAW and all set initially to an 

individual volume level of 0 (leaving an audible master level). The four channels 

containing the audio files should be assigned to the four channels of the external mixer 

and the faders of the mixer should be used to control the volume of the audio tracks 

throughout the piece. Care should be taken to balance the overall playback levels of the 

electronics with the level of the ensemble before a performance. Playback of the tracks 

should begin just before the opening beat of the piece (in silence). 
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