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1. Firet, we would like to selute members of
the outgoing editorial committee of MAGTIWMAJT
for thelr work uptil now, We promise to
carry on the #ask they have starbed;, e
shall endeavour to carry even higher the
banner of socialism and anti-imperiaiism.

2. We would like to take note of the deploreble
wvents that have been taking place recontly
in pudan. We want b6 econdemit 1n the stronpgest
torms the Nimeiry clique for the murders that
it has committed, By slaughtering soms of the
best eadres of the pfrican Revolution; Nimeiry
has openly declared himself hn encmy of the
African people, We promise that the youth of
AMriea will avenge all his killingsl e
next issue of MAJIMAJL will eontain an artiels
mnalysing the historieal reots of the nurders
and their implications for the people hoth of
the Budan and of ifrica gensrally.

3. Finally we sxpress our solidarity with all
the students in Bast and Central pfriea whe
rocontly have been struppling hard for
progressive ends, We have in mind the
studonts of Bongo Kinsha#ia who have now been
suppressed by the Gorilla Mobutu, and the
Zumblan students who pleadsd for a wore
geriouy and sonsistent policy on Foubh africes

braspmagsine

- ae

it
pikinn
i g
of s
ol vod
yobwd
L P h
asfy
84T 8

Yo
i p8G1
bibge 4
sndbiy
by 24,
tha g
Tidy ba
hipitnr
phborsp

Wi
by Gams
it
thinaii
purply
plunisr
eithor,
Mg Lwore
tosd pr.
4f Lund

e
liltiwats
rices,
atey hai
and thog
f«tlphl-

and b

5 tas
wpteants
upderdes
ohiyiousl
twe lopg
bonfety
the only
wrs thos
In otheg
wthsrnie
bt reval
e F

Biht
Has mers
finlasate
Ail atte
minow e
The 14us
= nay mr
pues B
= not &«



st

he
ry

le

= u

It is not often that one hears criticism of Ethiopia in
ifrica. For historical reasons, iAfrica has tended to look upen
Ethiopia as "the headquarters" which are sacrosanct. Because
of the country's long traditions of resistance arainst
colonialists, Ethiopia has tended to appear -5 the rallyin:
point for 2ll anti-imperialist struggles in ifrica - thus
shroudinz the realities that have existed in the country for
many decafes. Weé think it is time Africa locked at Ethiopia
more critically.

On the eve of the recenk 0.A.U. Heads of State conference

in Addid Ababa, the- Ethiop1an authorities locked up in detenticn
cam,s more than 3,000 students of the capital. These were

zostly secondary school students and their ages ranged from 16
to 20. This brutal punishment given to the younpg students was
the roVernnent's response to their demonstrations in the capital.
They had tried to use the opportunity of the congregation of
Africa's leaders in their cap1ta1 to voice their various
grievances. . ) &

What were these grievances? Were these boys and rlrls out t
to demand yet more and more privileges? NO! These courageous
ctudents 'were not even thinking of themselves, -they_were
thinking" of the dp wgtrodden masses of Ethiopia - the working
people who bear the brunt of imperialist and neo-colonialist
plunder. According to the well=-known British journalist and
author, Colin Legum, the students were protesting against
"a twenty per cent rise in bus fares, steep and sudden rises in
food prices, the arrest of vagrants in the capital, and in favour
of land reforms". - : oy

They were thus speaking for the toiling masses - those who
ultimately have to shoulder the rises in bus fares and food
prices. They were pleading with the authorities to at least
stop harrassing the least privileged people, ie.c¢. the uncmployed,
and they were fighting for the millions of Ethiopians who are
perishing daily because they cannot scratch out subszstence - the
land being occupied by the Church and the royal family.

Students in Ethiopia have long outgrown the narcism and
egocentrism that are usually associated with students in the
underdeveloped world. Not only those at the Un1vers1ty, but
obviously even those in secondary and primary schools have
for long recognised that it is ba51cally the nature .of their
society that is the cause of their various social ills. Thus
the only correct struggles in which students can flght and win
are those aimed at eradicating general social and economic ills.
In other words, students must figcht for and with the masses -
otherwise they are just engaging in self-adoration. Thoy must
be revolutionary and militant. i

Ethiopia today is a rottinpg society. American imperialism
has mercilessly eaten it for ajses, and the regime of Haile
Selassie has always used the harshest brutalities to suppress
all attempts on the part of the population to gain even some
minor political and social rights. His Imperial Hajeety.

The Lion of Juda, Emperor Haile Selnsale, is the absolute ruler
- nay an autocrat. He is not bothered by the starvation that
gees on day-in day-out right under his palace in Addis._Ababa

- not to speak of that which takes place in the countryside.
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Naturally, the Ethicpian pecple and the Eritreans in
particular are courageously fichting tc put this Liocn of Juda
where it belongs, in the zoo. This is of course ultimately a
struggle against American imperialism and that is why it is
necessarily a protracted armed strugrle.

The Ethiopian students are part and parcel of this struggle.
They have so far suffered immense brutalities - but they have
always stcod firm in their opposition te imperialiem and neo-
colonialism. That is why we are dedicating this issue of
MAJIMAJI to our colleapues in Ethiopia. We express our solidarity
with all the progressive students in Ethiopia who, today, are
the bearers of Africa's anti-imperialist banner.

We are rébublishing in this issue an imborfant doppmcnt'
written by Ethiopian students in North America. This describes
in detail the repression and plunder of their people.

It is perhaps an honour that in this same issue we are able
to tell also of the struggles of the students at Dar es Salaam
University. Compared to what their Ethiopian colleagues have,
isone through, those struggles are just a play of cards. Yet we
believe the recent crisis at the Universdity of Dar es Salaam,
as our contributors pcint out, is an important landmark in the
history of the students' development. A% no_ other time have '
our students been so united and at no other time have they
spoken so loudly about.socialism and its implementation. This
is a most welcome development. i '

It is becoming a habit in Tanzania for the various national
jnstitutions to at best pay lip service and at worst actually
sabotage the party's political and economic policies.

"Mwongozo represents just guidelines, these are not meant to

change anything at the University'". This is what a high ranking
official of the University is said to have announced soon after

the proclamation of the TANU Guidelines (Mwongozo)« Yet these
ghidelines speak, among other things, of changing the type of .
ncolonial working habits and leadership methods" which result in
one-man control and thus "making the rest have a mercenary attitude!.

"There must be a deliberate effort to build
_equality between the leaders and those they
lead. For a Tanzanian leader it must be
forbidden to be arropant, extravagant,
contemptuous and oppressive. The Tanzanian
leader has to be a person who respects =
people, scorns ostentation and who ;s‘ﬁdt a
tyrant. He should epitomise heroism, bravery,
and be a champion of justice and equality".

-

This is what the students were fighting for. They' thought
this had to be implemented at the University also - if it really
is a Tanzanian University, and TANU's own creation at that.

The students have Leen overly reproached and punished.
But of most significance is the suggestion that the whole crisis
was engineered by "foreigners". This is very insulting to the
students and ali;Africans‘genernlly. But, of course, it
reflects ‘clearly the mind of the yetty-bourgeoisie, a mind
which Frentz Fanon says is that of a huckster. Incapable of
independent thinking and acting, it has to look for '"foreign
elements" in every incident. It projects its own weaknesses
upon all objects it looks at.
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f i the crisénl Wi azrs zom gelag ke sxpees
tie & particular Foxzanian 8o 88 Ko provide
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Of all the people wne plcyed 2 completely Regatiye sad
igBtructive role Auring the lintversity crisis, this pastisulay
janzanien 38 wndouttedly Che mcet neipecus, Hever before Rad
he LeeER S0 ackive; hie biticn wae tc divide ths forces that
wefre Gupporting the studernts! course, He never spoke in publise;

not even in the staff mectinps, Instesd he tried to spread
slanderope ruscure sbout the varicus groups that were imwvolysd
1% the criedis: students, staff members, workers, sts, He mapu-
factured the rumowr that the crieis wes inspired and master-

Einded Ly "foreigners' and that most of Ehe Tanzanian staff

v

senmvers (of which bhe i one) did not support the stand taken
Ly the etaff meetings which showed complete solidarity with the

students. He even cireulated a timid unsigoed counger-moticn
Gupposedly issued by the majority of the staff members.

Witet is the use of such a Tenzanian, then, whc canmct &peak
nis mind but pgoes ercund wispering rumours about people and
thelr motives? 1Is there any use for e perscn who _ been
:3 (cr miseducated) tc become a lectursr at the nakional
niversityy Let us state some facts zbout this person who,
incldentelly, ie well known at the Campus - B0 much &ec that
we d¢ not fesl the need tc menticn his name,

edica

He studied first in Eastern Burcpe and pof.married to
a British woman wno was subsequently invclved in an espicnage
notwork. Bhe is belisved to be a member of W,I,5, and in
this particular incident she was involved togefher with many
forei, n students who were then ordered cut of the country.
Her Tanzanian husband was one of thesel

This is thas type of Tenzanian which is in the forefront
of a kind of peeudo-naticnalism that brands '"foreign" every
constructive act, But it is the same pecple who are prepared
te bandy bourgecis ideolopgy in the lecture rcom in the name
of academic work, drive "foreign! cars, live a typiecally
lGurpecie and Eurcpean life, and of course have a !"foreign!
wife without sewing any inconsistencyl

Wie are not sayjing that ell expatriates are good per se,
in fact if there is anybody who has been voeal and consistent
in exposing foreigm imperialist agents it is us., All we are
aaying is that the vroots of the problem at the University
should be found and uprocted, it does not pay to find scape-
paats,

To end thie commentary, we wish to salute members of
HALL THHEE at the University, While wa commend all students
far the ataunch stand, we feel we have to note the speecial
vole played by the female students, During the boyeott of
ieetures, they were tho firet to come out with the brilliant
idea that etudents teke on the workers' duties and hold
political discussicns with the workers im their hall., This is
4 very puod esample of revolutionary political agitation, and
the fact that it was set by the female students who have in
tha past been notoricus for theim apathy makes it doubly
t@yportaat.

Wi ChLL, UPCH ALL BTUDENTS T0 TIGHTEN THETR RELATIONSHIP
WITH TiE WORKEHS AND WAGE AN UNFLINCHING STRUGGLE TOGETHER
sArsReT UHLTACHAGYD  EVER OHWARD TO VICTORY!
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THE UPHEAVAL AGAINST BUREAUCRATIC

An Account bx
MUNENE D. NJAGI.

Hardly one week was over cince the opening of this
academic year when the Univercity experienced an upheaval whose
magnitude and reconancd were unparalleled to any other crisis
in the history of the University. Students, a large number of
the academic staff, and the workerc at the University otoc?
together to express their absolute disscatisfaction with the
University administration. All had tolerated maladministration
and arrogance for long enough. In a matter of days the other-
wise tolerantly quiet academic community had at once precipi-

- tated a crisis of national significance.

It 2ll started with the Graduation Day ceremony held on
SABASABA day. At the ceremony the Vice-Chancellor pave a speech
outlining the successes and failures of the one-year-old national
University. He talked about misunderctandings between the
various groups at the University: students, staff, administrators,
and so forth. Since he did not go on to tell the causes of such
misunderstandings, the DUSO (Dar es Salaam Univercity Students
organization) felt it would be proper to inform both the
Vice-Chancellor and the public as a whole the czuses of such

. friction at the University. Thic wac done in an open letter to
the Vice, dated 8th July. On that same day, the administration,
having been exposed, acted in desperation. The signatory of
the letter, DUSO President Symonds Akivapga, was summoned to
appear before the '"disciplinary authority" charged with three
counts: publishing material libellous to the Vice, attempting
to cause disharmony between the students and theé staff, and
inciting the students into diuobedlence.

Sth Jull Akivaga went to appear before the "disciplinary
authority" together with hic cabinet which had directed the
writing of the,letter and which had approved it before it
went out to the public. This was at 8 a.m.’ and the DUSO
president was told to go away and report back at 10.30 a.m.

He reported back at this later hour, not to be given that
simple requirement of natural justice of being offered a -
hearing, but to be handed a letter cipned by the Chief Admini-
strative Officer, stating that Akivapga was found guilty of all
counts and was going to he rusticated. By this time students
had gathered near the Administration offices after sending an
air of ecrisis. Student leaders including Akivaga addressed
the now gathered student body and come ctaff members who were
anxious to know what "rustication' implied. From then on,
academic activities were suspended as every body walked over to
the congregation which remained orderly and peaceful all the
time. The gathering was later constituted into a Baraza
(DUSO's highest orpan composed of all estudents) by the speaker.
Suddenly a contingent of the police Field Force Unit arrived
and the superintendent claimed that he had orders from the
precsident of the United.Repu' “ic to take Akivaga away. This
the F,F.U. did amongst preat student protest and by molesting
a few.
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The etudents continued with their Barsze and ssde some
four resoluticns at the end; to boycott lectures ond semipore
until Akivapa is brought back; not to cooper te with the
Administration until Akivaga 1o brought back; to ¢all on the
resignation of the Viece Chamcsollor; ond to romain loyal to the
Chancellor (the coustry'n Prasident).

A ostaff meeting for the acndemic staff was held that

| cume afternoon where it was resolved to support the students’
{ course and decided to mecet for further discussiocns on the

following day. That evening another ctudent Baraza wns beld
to disocuss ways of implementing their regolutionsc, There the
names of the staff members who had chosen to support the
students' cpuue were read. It was reeolved that the next

éay students schould meot in hall Barczas to diccuss the TANU
Guidelines besides discussing other ways of implementing the
resolutions of the Barazec. ;

10th July: Hell Barazas were held in which various reso-
lutions were made, among them the decision to help in kitchen
work and work outside the halls during the times that they

 would mot be attending lectures, and to demonstrate in a

protest march against the University Administration. 1In the
afternoon of that same day o meeting was called by the TANU
Youtk League University District in which the Chairman
condemned the Administration's acts. The leader of Uganda
students and the President of Kenya Students Union in Dar es
Salaam spoke on the came lines and on the same platform. .

b 11th July: This was a Sunday ond no . meetings were held.
A nunber of students continued to do various menial jobe in
the kitchen together with the kitchen ctaff, ' Members of Hall
Three (female students) were particularly active. It was
learncd from the press on ‘that cay that the University Council
(the highest body of the University) would be meeting on the
following day to diqcuas'the crisis. This pgave much hope

to the students who considereZ that the Council would pay
particular attention to the major questions - the causes of
student dissatisfaction with the Administratiom,—- --

~ 42th July: This was the day the Council was to meet.
gstudents gathered at the Revoluticnary Square in the morning
and a letter addressed to the Chancellor was read and ratified.
Then the students held a mammooth demonstration up to the
place where the Council would be meeting. Chanting students

 marcheéd to the Administration offices, carrying very sober

yet apt placards. The council met for the whole day (up to

10 p.m. while anxiety among the students grew minute by

minute. The students gathercd in the evening to wait for the
verdict; at last at about 10,30 p.m. we learned that the
council had completed its deliberations and that its Chairman
would be addressing the entire University community the
‘following morming and not that night - instead the Baraza

was eddressed by the sfudents who had attended the Council
meeting. It became clear that the longuage of these speokers
started to change and naturally diceent among the student body
bogan tc crop up. But no resolutions were calléed and the
students were asked to await the officicl report from the
Council Chairman the following morning. '

13th July: At 10 a.o. the studeate were again meeting
in o Baraza. The Chairman came to esnnounce the Council's
resolutions to the University community as a whole. And he
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announced that the Council had found that the disciplinary

action taken apainst Akivega by the Administration was justified,
that the ruasticated leader had the ripght of nppesl to the
"appeals committee", that the Exccutive Committee had been
empowered by the Council to appoint a committee to look into

the roots of the crisic, and that the University had to resume
academic work immediately.

Thus the student dilemma appeared, do they want to come
into direct confrontation with the full power of the state or
are they to back down and resume lectures? What would they
have achieved in the crisis if they did ;7o back to the lectures?
Was an appeal to the Chancellor likely to yield any results
or is he likely to stand by the decision of the University
Council?

After the Council's decisions had been made public, the
ctaff members and pressmen who had been covering the nmeeting
were asked to leave the Hall so that the students could
reconstitute themselves into a Baraza. It must be pointed
out that even up to this point the majority of the students
still felt that they should continue with the boycott until
the griemances had been solved. The main theme of the delibe-
rations that ensued was this: The Council had let us down
and the only thing which remained for us was to choose whether
to clash with the highest authority, the Chancellor and therefore
the President of the country, or to appeal to him to intervene
on our behalf. To choose the latter we would have to show a
pesture of poodwill befause we did not intend to give the
chancellor an ultimatum but an appeal. The best gesture would
be to go back to classes. The other side of the arpument went
as follows: If we gave up en to the Chancellor we would be
likely to lose all we were fighting for and: that would mean
that our whole battle had achieved nothingze Supposing again
that the delegation we were to send to the Chancellor was told
that we had to go back to classes without being given any
guarantees as to our requests, should we then still go on to

- obey?

It appeared as if there wac a balance in the opinions.
some other bit of the argument turned a majority of the
students towards weighing the consequences of coming into
direct confrontation with the state power., If we refused to
go back to lectures the Chancellor would probably order that
the University be closed down, and perhaps a few students
would be victimised more, and those students who would ever
come back would be completely cowed down into yes-men of the
Administration. Moreover, scattered as we all would be, we
would never be able to do anything as a student body and even
the strugpgle of getting Akivaga back would die in the wilderness.
on the other hand, if we went back to class, the Administration
would have no pretext for tryin; to stop student leaders from
carrying on the struggle now and in future. The student
leaders could therefore rally all other sympathies, could
lobby all those in power and build up enough pressure that
cculd perhaps help in remedying the situation at the Hill.
This is what was aptly described as a "tactical retreat'.

~ At the samc Baraza a letter written by the Werkers
Comnmittee at the campus was read. This pledged sclidarity
with the students and also contained workers' gyrievances

against the Administration.
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The Baraza then recolved, with a notable pooportion of
dieoonters, that the students resume lectures immediately ae a
geature of goodwill to the Chancellor. And, that afternoon the
otudent delegation leave for the ujaman village where the
Chancellor was then working. Thus immediately quite a few
otudents went to check their forpgotten timetables though o
number prefored to recume their lecturec the following day.

It is opportune to mention here that the students!'
_hopes on the Council having been shattered (it was learnt
later that the Council had spent most of the time discussing
‘the  lanpfuage of the open letter and not much of its substance)
now .laid a new hope on the Chanccllor. It wag all the same
expected that he would not agree to all pgriewances of the
students, but there was quite some expectations that bhe would
probably allow the rusticated student to come back and wait
for his appeal while he was within the University. This

expectation came especially because of the way the press had -

come up in support of the student course. Both the Nationalist
and the Standard had strongly emphacised that there was
definitely something wrong at the Univercity which needed

investigation, as everyone knew anyway. The Standard had gone i

further to question the legality of the deportation of
Akivapa, and the calling in of the Field Force Unit to
disrupt an otherwise orderly and conotructive student Baraza.
It was therefore within rcasonablec expectations that, since
all those who supperted the student course were reasohably
respongible people and they could not be doing it for purely
disruptive intentions, the Council and the Chancellor would
-lay enoupgh emphasis on the point of view of the students.

14th July: The two-men delegation to the Chancollor
returned quietly, almost unnoticed. There wcs much gnxiety,
a Baraza was hurricdly surci:..ed that evening. Either because
of lack of publicity of the Baraza or because of dying
interest the Baraza was not attended ac well as the former
ones had been. I suppoce it was because of lack of publicity
since students waited to know what the Chancellor had decided.
It was disclosed that he was of the opinion that the decision
taken against the use of bad languape was proper. But it was
reported that .the students' responsible zction -of choosing to
go back to lectures had pleased the Chhncellor, and that he
had further exprocsed disatisfaction with the existing
University Act and proposed that it be looked into anew.

.. At any rate that was the end of the crlulcal phase of
the conflick. Whether the one step we maved backward will
mean two more steps forward later still remains to be seen.
The crisis however had its own lessons to teach, and had
characteristics peculiar to it when considered in.the light
.of the other forms of struggle that had been rcoorted to until
then. It would be appropricte tc survey these fields briefly.

some Reflections

In many parts of the world the youths have revolted
against the '"establishments! for: different vensonc. The common
characteristic however is that tlic youths are move on the
progrescive side than those '"establishments'". In Japan for
example, the youths have fought a;ainst the establishment of
American militaty bases in their country; in France the
youths sparked off the mass demonstrations and strikes that
resulted in an almost complate paralysis of 'rance; in
Australia they have foupht o ainst colour diocrimination;
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in the United States they have fought against the Vietnam War,
and nearer home in Zambia they are fighting for a more serious
and consistent policy on the problem of the suppressive and
agpressive regimes in Southern Africa. There are many more
examples which one could add ad infinitum. But there were only
a few cases where the youths have been more reactionary than the
established orders. Where on this line then can we place this
recent crisis at the University of Dar es Sulaam? What were the
students fighting for?

v

Dar es Salaam University Students Organization (DUSQ) was
established by. the University of Dar es Salaam Act 1970. The
Act established a new administration headed by a Vice Chancellor
who is assisted by a Chief Administrative Officer, a Chief Academic
officer, a Dean of Students and Deans of the various Faculties.
Not that there was much difference from what existed prior to
the '"mationalization" of the University, but there certainly were
a number of factors which could bring about revolutionary measures
if implemented meaningfully. .The Act established that students
should be included in the policy making circles, the University
council, the Senate, and so forth.: In establishing this, the
intention was shown that students were to be allowed to take part
in making decisions, it was a recognition..that students are mature
and responsible. This was a measure towards.the direction of
bringing about socialist democracy. It/ was: a measure that recognised ' |
that a2 bureaucrat or a group of them are as fallible as’ any other
person and so there is no reason why they should be glven the :
monopoly of power. I

It however does not take mere legislation to educate bureau-
crats that fhey are not to hide inside their offices in order to
make policy decisions which they hand over to'all those concerned
through messengers. The new measures of democratising the
University were therefore neither appreciated by the Administration
nor did it appear that they intended to implement them.

ot It

The Administration at the University.thus retained its
stand-offish, faceless and impersonal attitude - so‘'characteridtic
of a bureaucracy without inventiveness or creativity. ' A typical
bureaucracy is marked by a rigid hierarchy, and a Hierarchical
system of decision making. This means that the more important
a decision is the fewer the people who will take part in its
taking. . Once a decision is made it then is communicated ‘downwards
in series following the various bureaucratic levels ‘until it
reaches the people to be affected or to implement it. If the
persons at the bottom have anythin; to question a&hout ‘the decision
they have again to ascend all those stairs up to the man at the
top. And after patiently suffering the cumbersomeness of
climbing all those "stairs" the typical answers one 'gets are
"come next week, maRe an appointment over the telephone,’ go and
cee so-and-so (who had initially referred one to the top)" and
such like answers. Sometimes the person at the bottom will just
give up out of sheer dislike of being so bothered without his

questions ever being answered.

This bureaucratic pathology is worsened by the jealous

guard with which power and information are kept. The bureaucfats
will therefore want to be the sole decision makers, the never-
erring commanders. -And in case a bureaucrat is moody one morning
and makes a rash decision he is protected by "anonymity" - that
mythical quality of bureaucrats which assumes that a decision

was not made by a person but by an "office". He is therefore

a decision maker who is accountable to nobody. A substantial
number of the senior bureaucrats we have today in the country

are those same people who faithfully served the colonial govern-
ment without asking any questions. They are simply career men,
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all vying to reach the top-most positions without really
knowing whose interests they are supposed to serve. But in
Tanzania of course since there has been an attempt to liberate
them by not making them remain mere cogs in the wheelj thus
they now echo the political slogan of the day. They echo’
socialism not because they believe in it but because that is
the day's method of climbing up the ladder. ‘The more he climbs
the more social prestige and the moré¢ the emoluments, all
individualistic considerations. It is only a few’ who would
not fall in this category.

No wonder then, when the rcal test for their commitment
to socialism ccomes the majority will fail. This is particularly
so when some principles of socialism-come into-conflict with

the interests of bureaucracy - personal grandeWr, power, lack
of dccountability, protection by invisibility and anonymity,
and of course all other fringe benefits of the office. If a
measure is-introduced to democratise an institution or an esta-
blish pent there certainly are bound to be those who will like
it. But this will be a small part, the many will either oppose,
it openly or sabotage its implementation.

Yet this is essential for socialism. It is only when
people participate in decision making that they can realise that
they are the sole determiners-of their own destiny. When they
make mistakes they will have nobody to blame but themselves and
they will learn the corfect ways. There is no democracy more
real than this - that the people participate in decision making
at the various levels. It is in furtherance of this democracy
I suppose that TANU was careful to include in the GUIDELINES
clauses stlpulatlng that managers and senior officers are not
to issue commands . from the top (refer clauses 13 = 15). * This is
what brings conflicts with some vested interests of the
‘bureaucratic machinery at the University.

Follow1ng the old-style bureaucratic behaviour, decisions
were made without the consultation of the student 1eaders,

. without the consultation of the lecturers, and so forth.

The. co—operaxive shop, the new by-laws (absurd, they vere taken
to TAPA and. it was not until. students protested that they were
brought. out for discussion) and many other measures taken by the
Administration. As a result-all this made the relations between
the .staff-students and the administration continue to worsén.

No one was listened to. It is:understood that even the workers
at the University are represented by a man from NUTA in town
during,discussions with the Administration!

It was therefore partlculnrly provoking to hear on the.
Graduation Day a speech of thé Vice Chancellor which 51mply
talked of misunderstandings without sugpgesting their reasons.
And it was for this reason that the DUSO leadership rightly
decided that- the matter be put to the public. And it is *
reacting ;to our demands that one student, Symonds Akivaga, the
person we chose to speak on our behalf and who led the battle
against bureaucratic arrohance, was rusticated.

|

LONG LIVE REVOLUTIONARY DEMOCRACY! .

LONG ,LIVE THE MWONGOZO!
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Those who are on top obviously want to stay there.
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If it was a question of implementing a sort of egalitarianism,
that would be a different matter. For instance, the young under-
graduates viewed the decigion to stop Karadha loans of luxurious
items not as a socialist measure but, as someone put it, b
n,.. because they have- cars and now-they do not want us to
acquire them". The result is frustration.

Amongst the youths there are progressive elements as well.

Many are inspired by the-militant political documents issued

by the party. The youths are a dynamic stratum in society.

Being least constrained, they want to see change. They are not

satisfied with mere words. But when the '"credibility gap"

between pronouncements and practice widens, when lofty hopes

and expectations turn out to be mere illusions, what else but
.:an :explosion can one expectl! The youths are told that they live

in .a revelutionary era. But when they po1nt out any errors

or -obvious facades being peddled in the pguisec .of '"socialism",

they encounter a swift reaction. !"You must bechave in a polite

and ‘respectable manner", so they are told. The substance of

their ‘arguments io overlooked. The bureaucrats only get
- :warked up over "improper usage of language'.  They even take
pains to remind the "young upstarts" of the mannerism of the
traditional African society. Obviously, the "'revolution'" has to
be carried out with the etiquettes, formalities and hypocrisy
that puts to shame.even the most .sophisticated aristocrat!

One of the thin;s emphasised in the recent TANU GUIDELINES
(Mwongozo) is participation of the people in de ision making.
The leaders and the led must work out policies in a democratic

- manner. . Of cturse, this was hainly directed to the working
macses and those bureaucrats who are supposed to lead them.

- But the students bein; the most politically conscious. stratum
siezed upon- this clause to raise their voice. Some did it for
their own .ends, others out of anarchist tendencies and tradi-
tional dislike for authority.  Only a fevw-genuinely viewed
it as a national problem. But the fact remains that they all
shouted in the name .of the J'Mwongozo'.. The burceaucracy's reply
was guns and more directives. Suppose . the .downtrodden and
exploited workers and peasants stand up tomorrow and demand the
promises continuously being metted -out by the politicians be
implemented? Suppose they point out the .expandinp tummies of

.“the bosses and their ‘own continuing wretchedness and poverty
and say "we have had ‘enough!' ' Only God knows what the'
bureaucrats will then resort to. :

I will leave this mattef here and go on to dlscuss the
1mp11cat1ons of the recent Un1v0r51ty crlsls. ; .

To say the least, the upheaval of 9th July 1971 and its
aftermath constitute a profound landmark in the development
of revolutionary consciousness -amongzst the UFniversity communitye.
Guided mostly by spontaneity but at times punctuated by coolly
reasoned acts, these events have opened up totally new
dimension in student politics for the future. New vistas,
hitherto either ignored or unexplored, have been opened up
under the pressure of the occasion. A historical precedent
has been set, and the future is bound to be heaVlly coloured
by it. x o

The outstanding characteristics of the period were:-
(a) the movement was a genuine mass movement. The degree. of
of involvement had never reached this leV¥el before.'! To mention
only one aspect of-this, student. Barazas hdve never been held
so frequently - almost once every day for five -days; and the
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discussions have never before been so vigorous and the attendance
so consistently large. (b) The tripartite solidarity that

spreang up between the students, vorkers and staff members. This
is a completely new phenomenon in the history of this institution.

We shall take these one by one, But at this stape we must
caution arainst being carried away by undue optimism. Revolu-
tionaries must always be optimistic, but the optimism must be
based on a realistic appraisal of the situation. First, the
most promising of the novel features which is the solidarity
that sprouted up between the workers and the students. " This is
something unheard of previously in this ¢litist institution.
The only occasion during my three years as a student that I can
remember which evoked some sympathy for radical student activity
was the cmerthrow of the rap-day poppycock-by the now defunct
USARF in November 1968. Other than.that the workers only
appreciated the adult education classes that werc organized by
the T,Y.L. for a few months; but rgenerally the reclationship
between the students and the workers has been, at best, cold.
The two proups tended to bé aloof from each-other.. At times-
the contemptuous attitude of some students and the suspicion
of eome of the workérs has led'to undepirable incidents:

' The recent crisis broke this barrier. It is easy to
sxaggerate the ‘extent to which this was the casew One can even
point cut the transient aspects of the phenomenon. Never-
theless undeniable is the fact that in the'midst of the
struggle a mutual realization dawned upon both the students
and the workers of the necessity to confront the common
buresucratic opponent: The initiative came from the students,
and they went around soliciting support from the workers.

Faced with the heavy hand of the burcaucratic machine some of
them discerned that there werc others whose .plight was even
worse. In fact the workers suffer continuously from the harsh
realities of the dictatorial system. Is it then surprising
that their common plight welded together a bond of -brotherhood?

The wonkers, especially ‘aftcr being acquainted with the.
Kiswahili versione of“the- DUSO and TYL statements were -
completely sympathetic to the'students' caurse.: It wae-a
heart-rending sight to see some workers discussing issues with
the students. They pourcd ogt their ‘own grievances as well.
The most edifying, and from g revolutionary perspective.
hichly‘impogtgnt,act was the spontaneous willin-ness of some
students to enpajge in manual labour -with' the workers. -Almost
. unbélievably, the’female students joined the kitchen staff
dyring ‘the boycott of classes to lend a hand in phe work.
Later “they were joined by male students as well. The workers'
committee later issued resolutions suppprting the student
course. But: bureaucratic machinations were able to preveny
a (eneral pathering of the workers from beins; held.

There were obvious limitations countering further
devélopment, The workers arc¢ disorganized, 'do not have a
hipgh political consciousness, anc most importent, lack a
solid“tradition of political activity. The students, on the
other ‘hand, are very much petty bourgeois in outlook and
behavioup. Their leadership was basically reformist in
outlook.  They did not raise any fundamental questions, and
considered the solidarity with workers more as a temporary
" gxpediency than anything else. Thus they were not so keen
to bring to the fore workers' priemances as well, This move
could have led td a bigper conflict. Both these (Croups were
influenced by the pseudo-revolutionary environment prevalent
in the nation but thie* could not take them further than the
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firet steps In fact it impeded them taking the second one.

Soc when the students were intimidated into returning to
classes by the authorities, the workers naturally rerarded it as
a betrayal. For they had not supperted the students Just fecr
the materialization of participatory democracy. They had a lot
of other complaints as well, regarding ccnditions of work,
transport allowances, loans to buy bicycles, etc.

Now the days of solidarity only evoke nostalpic memories.
As it is said, things are back to normal. But then such
memories do fade easily. In fact they provide a stepping stone
for future activity.

Another impressive feature of the recent crisis was the
staff-student cooperation. After the Field Force Unit had
whisked away the student president the faculty members met to
discuss what was obviously e grave situation. At the least,
they would not have any students to lecture to the next day due
to resolutions of boycotting lectures passed earlier on by the
students. The emergency session was held in an informal
atmosphere after finding out that there was no provision in the
University Act by which a meceting of all the academic staff
could be convened; this fact in itself reflecting the agthori-
tarian and undemocratic nature of the administrative sgructure.
In this, a decision to hold a larger and more representative
meeting next day was taken. And in this second meceting there
was an almost total support for students.

. The staff members called for re-examination of the decision
" making machinery at the University. Even some of the most
conservative staff members became vocal spokesmen for the
students' course. Some were motivated by liberal ideals of
"academic freedom"; others were plainly frightened by the
prospects of being manhandled by the police in the future. There
were some who were just moved by the crowd, not plainly

knowing why they did what they dide. No doubt a pgroup of
respectable aaademicians, mostly from the Law Faculty, pursued
a vigorous anti-student line. Their bitter memories of the

Law crisis in 1969 made them somewhat sensitive to ""abusive
language" and "impreoper behaviour!" resorted to by the students.
But many were genuinely sympathetic. After all they too now *
and then felt the weight of the same bureaucratic yoke. And

a small minority of them was deeply aware of the political
implications of the crisis and thus played an examplary and
leading role.

Needless to say, the students were exhilarated by the
staff response. The boycott of classes was reinforced. They
had more allies, so they could act with more confidence.

As was to be expected, the reactionaries revived their
time-honoured bogey of "foreipgn instigation". It is a fact
that the majority of the academic staff in the University is
non-Tanzanian. And it would be naive to expect these people
to stand aloof in such a hot situation. But it is a fact
that all members of staff, whether progressive or reactionary,
whether Tanzanian or non-Tanzanian, all were taken by total
surprise when the crisis erupted. To say that everything
was engineered by '"foreigners'" or '"communists!" is just to
evade the issues. In effect it is to deny thinking capacities
to the students. Anyone on the scene knows it is a blatant
lie.

But that is the nature of decadent authorities everywhere.

They do not want to solve the problems, or even admit that
any problems exist. So an excuse for the events must be found.
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The scape-goat is then victimised and things go back to normal.

This brings me to the last major pointy that the student
movement was penuinely a mass movement, The overwhelming
majority of them threw themsolves right into the centre of the
events. Even female students generally regarded as politically
apathetic and who only engage: themselves in projecting
fashionable attires, issued a militant manifesto and volunteered
to do kitchen duties. Discussion essemblies were held in all
Talls of residence. Boycott of lectures was total. A few
voices grumbled here and there; but these were drowned in a
chorus of near unanimity. For the new studente the crisis in fact
constituted a reorientation WGOK. After having passed through
the rigmarole of introductory lectures and witnessed the
ostentations of a graduation céremony - portraying an aura of
academic respectability over the Till - their calm was shattered.
The explosion engulfed them into the realities of student
polittcs. Some were flabberipasted, too shocked to utter a word.
But most did not rptrent. They plunged themselves headlong into
the student movement. . : LrieaiTa i
The T.Y.L. and DUSO leadérships for the first time acted
with total solidarity. Each appreciated the other's contribution.
There were’ some opportunists though who tried to prevent this.
But being in a minority, they could not be effective. In brief
it was people in all soctors.of 'the ' political spectrum sailing
in the same boat - a united front par excellence.

On the whole, the effect of the ctisis has been educative.
It is interesting to'note .what sometimes mob=-logic mingled
with bureaucratic bungling can accomplish, even a systematic
political education campaign cannot ‘d6! The limitations of
petty bourgeois politics-prevented tho ‘neo-colonial set-up itself
from being questioned. But it is the first time in the histoty
of this University that the students' body as a whole on ite
own accord has taken a progressive stand.

Even if ''normality" has been restored the foundation has
been laid. It is 'now .up.to those who have learned from and were
inspired by the crisis to, in Cabral's words, commit suicide
as a petty bourgeois class and struggle with the workers and
peasants for materialization of socialism.
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""The spread ochommuniém by China can only be stopped by

the true interpretation of Christian principles where man

is regarded as man.... The black masses have looked to

the West because essentially they have been, and are still,

Christian in outlook..." :
; , - Speech at reception of R.C.
bishops from East and Central
Africa.

"I speak of the Christian religion, and no one need be
astonished. The Church in the colonies is the White
people's Church, the foreigner's Church. She does not
call ‘the native to God's ways but to the ways of the
White man, of the master, of the oppressor. And as we
know, in this matter many are called but few chosen'.

- From the Wretched of the Earth.
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FOR THEY ARE THE ELECT

by

Mauri Yaombo

s}

For They are the Elect

They are driven 4t noon

(Ew=w often!)

Through thick traffic

. Along the Flag-draped highway.

Undisturbed,
Their women beside them,
They go to the banquet
At the guarded hall, where, at night,
Psychedelic lights marry :
Native drums, et

To the waltz beut.

Their women, beside them, fumble
With handbag mirrors, reflecting
' On eyeshades
. Add sunshades

And llpst1ck and cutex' ;
Adjusting wigs or crowns of. hehdcloth,
* Worrying about -creases and- armpzts, ;
And a quadruplet .
.0f deodorants.

For They are the Elect

‘They are driven in cercmonious grace,
on the heels of the Master,

cackllng "actually, actually...
Cackling

In parrot-fashlon.“

' They shake hands

With gloved ambassadors, -
Pointing thumbs over shoulders,
At spectating subjects.

They walk up the red-carpeted marble
Steps, laughing Oxbridge

African culture -

Into a Hall of British China,

French Cutlery, German Wood.

. They swagger in refinement

" They swagger into- the cllpplng hall
In proud tuxlcoats.

' Peacocks of a lost generatlon!
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AHM. HosBanali

wMove, move, make place for usi”

There's no place. I cannot squeeze more
gith 2all oy investments and property!®

"Move, move, make place for all people.
Thie is a free country of the people!l®

"yt where ghould I move to?

My property reeds place.

I help people by giving them jobs
gnéd bring in foreizn exchange

For this poor country.

What will you do without us?"

YMove, move, make place for the poor too.
You exploit the people for your profits.
fie- know you send money out
So. that you have something
When- you finally have to go out!l”

"That's not true, you fools!

Your leaders are the new beparis.

They live luxuriously in large bunpgalows.
They keep five servants a household

And move about in benz's and cadilacs,m”

"But the means of production
Are in the hands of the people now',

"That's what” you think.

liow you have black beparies.

You say you are better offl

What profits did cooperatlvas bring?
L loss of fourteen million last yearl
What of-your £.7;C, and T.T.C, ?
Losses on loeses, and you think,

you are happier! Fools, fools.'.

f"you say this because you loose

By our nationalizations! mica
vou spread false propaganda

and make good look evil.!

npocls, fools, fools, fcolslV

1411 economic development brings chaos first.

Then it brin, s stapnation.

and if the socialist is implemented,
Finally prosperity and happiness,
Happiness for the poor masses, ;
For the teeminsg millions,

The oppressed, the down-trodden.
%ihen they rule, and only then
They bring happiness. for alll

But only after economic,

Cultural and other imperinlisms
sre eliminated from our country.

"HAKPPINESS FOR- ALL
IS OUR GOAL".
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REPREESION IN ETHIOPIA

prepared

by

The Ethiopian Students Union in N. America

Ethiopin is often portrayed as o country with 2 glorioue
tradition of = rich and enduring civilization. Except for the
bricf Italian occupation, it is known as a nation which has
maintained ite independence for over three thousand years. There
is much we are proud of in this heritage. But this image lecaves
out too much. Beneath the picturesquée medievalism of kings and
queens lies the overwhelming reality of thg misery of our people
who have borne the burden of this pageantry. The Ethiopian
masscs who made heroi © sacrifices to safeguard the nation's
independence have become subject to the most oppressive internal
domination. It is this dismal story of the hardships suffered
by the vast majority of Ethiopians that needs to be told.

Politically, Ethiopia remains a despotism. Power is ex-
clusively held by the feudal nobility, presently headed by Haile
Selassie. No political parties are allowed. The only similarity
the parliament bears. to a democratic, institution is its name.
Members of the Upper Hous¢ arc personally appointed by the Emperor
who ie free to overrule any decisions of the Lower -House. The
emperor's decisions and. legislation on a2ll matters are binding
and are not subject to review by the parliament. ;
The parliamentary bodies, also called 'deliberative
chambers' in the gonstitution,_candot legislate
without the Emperor's consent.. Even their powers to
initiate legislation are limited. (U.S. Army Handbook
for Ethiopia, 1964) phd il o :

The ‘Frime Minister and Cabinet Members are imperial appointces.
Discussing the uncontested power of the Empgrbr, the governpment's
official Guide to Ethiopia proclaims: ' o it

ese in practice, despite the structure of ﬁemocfatic
government, most policy questions of any importance
are referred to the Emperor.

But the constitution which provided for the establishment of
parliament is not without a point. The purpose of the con-
stitution is to consolidate the g mperor's power over all other
feudal institutions, such as the nobility and the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church. The U.S. Army Handbook states:

Both asR egent and as Emperor, Haile Selassie has
tried to incrcase the. power of the throne by
designing a broader, more constitutional frame-
work within which traditional: concepts of govern-
ment might be adapted and the nobility and the
Church brought more closely under: the throne's
lcadership. , : i : i

In light of this objective, it is not surprising that more than
a quarter of the articles of the 1955 Reviscd Constitution
concern the -mperor.
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The autocratic regime bears full responsibility for tho -
devastated economic and social life of the nation. Ethiopia is an
underdeveloped country standing lowest among the poorest countries.
The per capite income is cstimated to be between 335 and 350,fa
‘rate unparalleled by meost African states.” When allowances have
been made in this figure for the incomes of the feudal nobility,
the peascant's inccme is barely at the subsistence levele Periodic
famines are rampant throughout the countryside; annually at least
one major province suffers severe starvation. The primitive state
of the cconomy can be seen in ‘the fact that 90% of Ethiopia's
population is engaged in agriculture which contributes about’70%
of thc gross domestic product. Modern industry, including electri-
city ~nd construction, constitutes only 5% of the total output.
Modern manufacturing industries make up only 2% of the total

cconomy. The. contribution of mining is so small as to be neg-
ligible. Ethiopia is a perfct example of a one-commodity export
econcmy. Coffee accounts for between ¥2 and 2/3 of the nation's

total value of exports. The country has been suffering from a
rapidly growing: trade deficit which has reached such proportions

in 1969-1970 that:it threatens the collapse of the national cconomy. .}

The situation. in health is alarming. The infant mortality
rate is among the highest.in.the world.

Between 50% and' 60% of the newborn children die in
the first two and a half years after birth. (U.S.
Army Handbook) :

Approximately half of the nation's adult population suffers from
syphillis. - In some urban centers, syphillis has réached epidenmic
proportions.” Leprosy is endemic throughout Ethiopia. In the
province of Gojjam alone there arc an estimated 110,000 to 125,000

lepers {Army Handbook). Of the 25,000,000 Ethiopians, approximately i

10 million live in malarie areas. Death from malaria alone is’
estimated at 20,000 persons yearly. "In 1958, for exampk . 400,000
persons aré believed to have died in a malaria epidemic in Tigre"
(Army Handbook). Typhus is rampant; amoebic and bacillary dys-
enteries arc widespread. Smallpox has long been endemic.and few
steps have béen taken toward its preyention: To meet the urgent
needs of the rapidly dying population, there is but one hospital

~ bed for every 3,500 people, and the majority of these are con-
centrated in Addis Ababa, catering to the ruling class. Less than
300 doctors provide services for the country's 25 million people.
The first five-yecar-plan allocated 2.3% of the total.budget to
public hecalth. The government's concern for the people's hcalth
can be scen in its military expenditure which, in contrast to
health expenses, amounted to 30%-35% of the total under the

Same plan. '

Three decades have passed since Haile Selassie announced
that "a free public education is the right of every child. A.
UNESCO study shows that between 95% and 98% of the Ethiopian
population ie illiterate - a figure once again unequaled by any
other country. Of the estimated 6,093,000 school-age children,
only ‘1867200 or 3% are in school. Of potential students over 15
years of age, 0.3% attend school. The very few who manage to
attend school in the cities occupy classes with an average of 58
students; in the countryside, the average class size is between

79 (\nd 9".’;

Such misery abounds in a country whose economic potential
is considéred groat. Of Ethiopia's 450,000 square mileg, much is
plateéau and which possesscs one of the most féptiIe agricultural
soils. According to the Ethiopian Planning Board only 15% of
potentially arable land (not including vast areas which could be
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utilized through irrigation) is at present cultivated. Even under
theae conditions, Ethiopia is oneo of the major producers of millet
in .Africa. It is the second largest wheat producing area in

Africa south of the Sahara, and the most important barley producing
area in the continent. Its coffee production excceds that of most
coffeo-growing nations, An American cconomist has estimated that,
"if properly cultivated, Ethiopia can produce cnough food to feed
Western Europe. According .to a U.N. study, Ethiopia is sccond

only to the Congo in Hydro-electric potential among. African countries.
Although minerals and oil resources have not yet been fully
explored, it is known that Ethiopia has large potash and iron

ore reserves.

Part of the reason for this disparity betwcen the potential
and actual is given in the official Guide to Ethiopia:

There have as yet been no basic changes in the
structure of Ethiopian society. The emperor is
the hereditary ruler.  Then there are the great
land-owning families whose heads bear titles of
nobility and who serve as ministers, officers of
state, governors of provinces, military leaders
and Church officials. Below the Imperial family
and the nobles are the Amhara and Galla landed
gentry who have been the major beneficiaries of
educational opportunities abroad and make up much
of -government personnel.

When'the Emperor in a speech in November 1961 declared, "It is our
aim that eyery Ethiopian own land," the imperial family and the
feudal nobility owned 65% of all the land and the State. Church
held between 20%-30% of the most arable land. Article 2991 of the
Civil Code provides. that rent in kind levied on a tenant shall

in no case exceed 75% of his crop yield. ‘However, at ‘the same
tlme,vthe article provides that the landlord may evict any tenant
who is unable to surrender 75% of his producé. . in effect. scttlng
the rent gt exactly 75%. In addition, this law allows that a

new landlord may expel tenants of the former landlord when the
.land is transferréd. On the other hand, the code holds that a
peasant is allowed to terminate his services if he is too ill to
work, providing that he gives four years notice, or if he dies.
The latter condition needs no further comment. In connection with
the first provision, however, it is significant to note that on
the average it takes three years before land can be cleared for
cultivation; thus. the landlord is guarantoced productive land
before the tenant 15 released from his obligations.

Aside from the payments in kind, the tenant is réqulrcd
to render various unspecified services to the landlord. It is
estimated that the peasant's obligations in this regard amount
to one out of three working days. Since the 1960 Civil Code, a
Ministry. of Land Reform and Administration has been established
to further strcamline the feudal property relations. In a 1966
study prepared by this Ministry, it was found that most peasants
in the Province of Sidamo made cash payments although the law
states that tenants are expected to pay their rents in kind.
In addition, 60% of the province's tenants were required to
provide cash for government taxes normally paid by the landlord.
Under the new administrative provisions, the peasant is
increasingly burdened with the demands of an unstable economy.

Tg' feudal regime has increasingly made common cause with
American imperialism. Part of the United States economic hold
on Ethiopia can be seen in a New York Times, January 17, 1967,
report: :
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Ralph Pearson Co-operates a $45 million mining
project in the Danakil Desert. Dozens of American
‘businessmon have already discovered, Dthiopia, from

a bookstore to a 3100 million potash mining project,
from n spice firm to two of the world's largest oil
companies. More than 200 American companies alsc have
agencies in Ethiopia. Among the reasons, one of
Africa‘'s most liberal investment policies, generous
duty-free and tax exemption provisions, special laws
protecting U.S., firms against expropriations and vast
potential in agriculture, industry and mining.

The United States sent one of its largest Peace Corps missions to
Ethiopia. Haile Sellasie has often claimed that he is a champion
of Pan-Africanism. However, a report in Africa (1965, MNo. 18)°
states:

There is evidence that the present Ethiopian govern-
ment is an imperialist agent... The OAU has asked all
member states to remove all military bases... The

fact that there is an american base in Ethiopia
threatens the independence of Ethiopians. The American
MAAG military advisors, the Mapping and Geographical
Institute, and the Peace Corps' presence - all these
strengthen the hold of imperialism in Ethiopia.

The importance of-the American base is underllncd by the New York

Times (May 15, 1965):

The Kagnew Station... is in a relatively interference-
free area, and has many advantages as the African

and Middle East link in the world-wide system of U.S.
communications. It is one of the most important
stations of its kind in the world.

The number of americans active in the various agencies in Ethiopia
is over 10,000. 1In addition, the number of tieir dependents ib
between 25,000 and 30,000. Apart from stations .in .the country-
side, large residential urban areas are Amerlcan colonies. The
continental significance of U.S. imperialism in Ethiopia can be

seen in a report in the Illinois State Register (January 12, 1964):

Onc of the most important showdowns between East and
West is. in the making in Ethiopia... Upon its out-
come may depend whether the U.5. loses Africa. The
U.S. must stand behind those who have supported it in
the past - in this case, Emperor Haile Selassie.

The benefit for the feudal government under the agreement on main-
taining the military base is the American promise to keep t*he
decadent regime in power. United Statcs assistance to the
regime since 1953 comprises about half of the total United States
military cxpenditure for the whole of Africa. United States
military aid to Haile Sclassie's government in 1970 represents
two-thirds of the American 2rms aid to the entire African con-.
tinent (Los Angcles Times, October 19, 1970).  American suppott
of the feudal regime is not, however, limited to these vast
outlays, and to contrlbutlons in sophisticated arms such as
supersonic F-5 jet fighters. The United States government also
provides Special Forces units to train troops in counter-
insurgency (New York Times, October 19, 1970). The miljtary
equipment and perscnnel furnished by United States imperialism
are not awaiting usc in some futurc eventuality. Thousands of
Ethiopian pecasants, workers and students have already been
victims of the planes, bombs and counterinsurgency forces. and

as the struggles ageinst the rcgime intensify, there is hardly
any doubt that United States troops would enter in an attempt

to rescuc the feudal order. As Senator Fulbright pointed out
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during a recent Senate hearing, the 1960 pact between the
American and Ethiopian governments suggests "that the U.S.
would ccme to the aid of the Ethiopian Emperor in the event

he was faced with an internal insurrection" (New York Times,
October 19, 1970). Given the nature and depth of United
States commitment. to the archaic regime, it can be said that
Haile Selassie, "the patron of African Unity", has not only
leased Ethiopia to America, but he has also turned the country
into a base for the neo-colonization of the entire African
continent. .

However, this feudal oppression and imperialist exploitation

have not gone unchallenged. Since the return of Haile Selassie
from his sanctuary in Europe at the end of the Italian occupation
there have been a host of rebellions against the regime.. In
fact, a number of the patriotic liberation forces mobilized to
resist the return of the feudal tyrant. The most important

of these attempts took place in the provinces of Gojjam and
Tigre. The peasant nationalist revolt in Gojjam was suppressed
by the British imperialist forces, who came in support of the
man they had preserved during the occupation. Bellay Zelleke, a
leader of the Resistance, a2nd the organizer of the revolt
against the feudal regime, was' publicly hanged. The revolt in
Tigre province was crushed by the feudal army. Immediately
after the rebellion in Gojjam, the Weyanne revolt broke out

and lasted for over a yecar. It was finally suppressed with
aerial bombardments by British Royal Air Force planes stationed
in Aden. Yet another rebellion in Ogaden was crushed by British
forces in 1948. A peasant uprising in Wollo in 1958 was met
with "the cradication of a whole chain of villages from the

map of Ethiopia' (New Left Review, 1965). In April 1960
peasants in Southern Ethiopia protested the dispossession of
their lond by the emperor's daughter and some of her children
(africa Today, May, 1961). This protest led to the massacre

of morc than a thousand peasants. 1In December 1960, an attecmpted
coup by the imperial Bodyguard was put down by the army with

the aid of planes flown by American pilots. All the leaders
were subsequently hanged, ,1nclud1ng the corpses of a few who
were killed before. capture.. - -

Since the 1960 insurrection, the struggle for liberation
from the oppressive feudal regime has reached a new stage.
Students, workers and peasants are carrying on nation-wide
resistance and have begun to consolidate their forces. The
last eight years have been a period of extensive armed peasant
struggles, initiated in Eritrea and Balle.- Workers have
continually staged strikes in protest of exploitive labour
conditions. During the last few years, this national progressive
struggle has been intensified. The heightened fight follows
upon important developments in the political and social
conditions of the country. The economy is undergoing a ?
serious crisis. The characteristic incompetence and obscurantlsm
of ‘the huge bureaucracy has made matters worse for the
autocracy. To cite an example:

The 1958-59 budget was disclosed in the July 1959
issue of the Negaret Gazeta, published and circulated
at the end of the summer a few weeks before the end
of the fiscal year of September 9, 1959. In any
event, budgets are in effect rendering of accounts
rather than planning of state expenditure. (U.S.

Army Handbook). :

The present problems, however, cannot be maskcd by paper
solutions. Since 1963, the price of food has gonec up by 35.6%
and the price of clothing has increased by 26.8%. 1In the
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same period, wages have risen less than 5%, while in some areas
they have decreased by 12%. .In 1969, tho. govefnment issued a
directive prohibiting the employment of new personnel in govern-
ment agencies for the next two years. Of those already in
governnent serygice, ‘employees in a number of provinces did not
draw salaries for over threec months. 1In a hopeless attempt at
survival, a series of new toxes were imposed by the government.
On imported food, for example custons -duties have increased by
50%. Yet more taxes were demanded of the peasantry.

The regime's restrictions on education are indicative:of
its desperation. Of the 12,000 students who sat fof college
entrance examinations in 1969, the government decided that there
were places ‘available for less -than 2,000. .In 1970, -the
government announced ithat of the 19,000 who-took the entrance
examinations only about 1,000 had passed: A new annual school
fee of Eth. $10 per child has been made compulsory. 1In
gddition, a fee of .U,5. $10 is required for school entrance
examinations. The effect of these fees on education in a
country with a per capita .income of §35 ‘to $50 is seclf-evident.

This state of ‘intensified oppressionand -exploitation has
given rise ‘to a national :uprising of workers, peasants; .students
and other: progressive elements. Workers have staged numerous
attacks:in various provinces demanding wage increments and the.
rights of labor orgarnization. ' Among those engaged -in the struggle
are transportation workers, printing employees, and workers in
the sugar factory. 'In some of these industries, leaders of the
labor -movement have been arbitrarily dismissed or physically
eliminated. The workers have responded by going out on strike
until the men are reinstated and reparations hage been made. "

In protest of the new taxes levied on land, peasant uprisings
have spreczd to - other regions in addition to those already
underway in Balle, Borrena and Eritrea. The province of Gojjam
has taken up arms - against the regime. Similar uprisings are '
underway in Arussi and Harar. In retaliation, the government
has mobilized its brutal military and counterinsurgency forces
against the peasant population of Ethiopia.  Eritrea, Gojjam and
other areas of peasant struggle have been under constant
attack by army divisions which have been moved there. Air
bombardment of these regions has been constant and severe. 1In
many areas, whole villages have been wiped out, and their
inhabitants brutally murdered.

The Ethiopian Student Movement is in the forefront of these
struggles. Students are waging the struggle under the banner
of Land to the Tiller and Anti-imperialism. The goal has become
the building of a new Ethiopia based on a complete social -
transformation of the society. For over six years now, the
Student Movement has given voice to the naticnal struggle
against feudalism and imperialism through a series of important
public actions. Thus in the early months of 1969, reaffirming
its resolute opposition to feudalism and imperialism, the
gtudent Movement at home drafted specific démands with :
respect to the arbitrary measures imposed by the regime. The
demands included: the withdrawal of school and examination
fees instituted by the regime; reforms of the corrupt educa-
tional system; expulsion of American Peace Corps teachers,
whose function is to serve as agents of cultural imperialism
in Ethiopia; inmediate termination of vast expenditures on
extravegant entertainment. of foreign guests and visits abroad
by Ethiopian officials; the removal from office of those '
officials directly responsible for the sfate of the education
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system, The atudents also demanded that various officials
responsible for the killing of students during peaceful
demonstrations boe brought for public trials.

University, secondary, and clcmentary school students
throughout the nation staged pcaceful demonstrations to voice
these demands. They were joined by other youths, parents and
teachers. The government retaliated by closing all schools
and colleges for over a month. Later, when the institutions
were ordercd open, students refused to attend classes and
centinued to demonstrate until their demands were met. Since
the autocracy made no gesture in this direction, almost all of
the nation's schools and colleges remained closed for the rest
of the school ypar. The Ethiopian Student Movement oversecas
joinod in condemnation of the regimec and in support of the
demands of the compatriots at home. Demonstrations of solidarity
were held at Ethiopian Embassies in various capitals including
Belgrada, Moscow, Paris and Washington, D.C.

Threought this struggle, 'the government employed the full
force of its repressive machinery., Many students werc killed
and hundreds seriously injured during the peaceful demonstrations.
Many others were held in various provincial and district prisons.
Hundreds of students were expellod from schools® and colleges. -
The first group, conslstlng of four students and a teacher, to
appear before a court were sentenced to five yeats ‘imprisonment
and hard labor for alleged acts of defamation .amd endangering
of national sccurity. A second group of three received
sentences of seven years of imprisonment for trumped-up charges
including inciting insurrection and forming alliances with
"foreign clecuents'. The number of students and other progressive
elements incarcerated for varied period of up. to one ‘year were
in the hundreds.

Students and other persons held in connection with the
struggle of early 1969 werc subjected to extremely brutal )
treatment in prison. Somec were fatally beaten; others were ticd
to cars and dragged over pcbble roads, Prisoners were kept in
ice or stagnant water for days on end. The use of electric
shock as torture was widespread. In March 1969, the regime.
decreced a Detention Act setting a threc-month imprisonment for
any subject with a provision that the period can be extended
at the discretion of the seccurity arm of the government. Armed

with this fascist law, the recactionary regime proceeded to
subject thousands to the brutzl practices it has perfected in
an effort to forestall its downfall.

In the face of th15‘1mmen5e pérsecution, the struggle
conginued undaunted. Progressive forces throughout the country
protested the inhuman trcatment of students. The struggle
against recpression was not confined to Ethiopia alone. The
Ethiopian Student Movement in Europe and the United States also
registered its support for the cause of the student struggle
at home. In Junc 1969 when Haile Selassie visited Washington,
D.C. to rcquest yet more military assistance. to subdue the
national insurréction, and economic aid to check: the dlslntegratlon
of the ceconomy, the Ethiopian Students Union in North America
staged a seriecs of demonstrations in Washington. To highlight
the demand for the freedom of political prisoners, to underscore
the urgency of mecting the demands set by the compatriots at
home, and to underline the opposition to imperialist support
for the autocratic regime, the Ethiopian Students Union in
North America liberated the Ethiopian Embassy in Washington, 'D.C.



(21)

and destroyed all propaganda materials of the decadent regime

on the doy of Haile Selassie's arrival. Othéer demonstrations
exposing the true coldrs of the neo-colonial regime were held

in front of the White House. Similar expressions of solidarity
with the student struggle at home were made through the liberation
of Ethiopian embassics in European capitals including Stockholm,
Paris and Moscow.

. The ‘regime soon realized that its attempts to subdue the
uprising had issued in new waves of insurrection. To avoid
an cven lcss manageable state of affairs, it made a show of
' reconciliation in the summer of 1969. Many of the students and
others imprisoned earlicr in the year were granted "amnesty".
pProvisions were made for the opening of the schools and
golleges in the following fall. '

However, as soon a8 bhe new school year began, it became
clear that the feigned capitulation was designed to set the
stage for.a more thoroughgoing repressioéon of the Student Movement.
In the- fall term of 1969, the government initiated an extensive
anti-student propaganda campaign in its newspapers, radio and
television media. Students were charged with fostering ethnic
and religious conflicts. The government's media claimed that
there was no question that students were working in concert with
alien powers aiming at the:overthrow of the government. If the
country is to.be .saved from an imminent bloodbath, it was urged
that the students had.to be ‘dealt-with forthrightly. The
_students, on the other hand, fully’recognizing that the regime
was engagingin this provocative campaign 'to draw them into
actions whereby thc¢y would once again fall prey to its vicious
troops, refrained from responding. Instead, they held fast to
a program of consolidation which was necessary so that they may
recover from the repression that had followed the confrontations
of the previohs academic year.

_ The government, in turn, adopted morec aggressive steps.
§trqulc, the only argan of the Student Movement at home was
banned. Soon after, an official government newspaper declarcd
in its editorial: '

Lost week's® suspension of the student publication is
a step in the right direction. This step must be
followed to its logical conclusion'. (Ethiopian
Herald, December 19, 1969),

The government then abolished all student organizations. The
students even resisted the obvious provocation.of thcse measures
which put an end to.public student organizing.

Frustrated by the .failure of its efforts to instigate =
student uprising and hypnotized by its own prophecies concerning
the impcnding doom that was to befall the students, the rigime
finally undertook a desperate and murderous act. On December
29, 1969, Tilahun Gizaw, 'a ‘popular leader of the Student
Movement and President of the University Students Union of
Addic Ababa, was assassinated by a gunman while walking in the
strect. On the morning of the 29th, 25,000 Addié Ababa students
and other city residents gathered on the University campus to
pay fingl tribute ta the fallen leader of the Student Movemcnt.
As the fun¢ral procession was about to proceed, government
troops allegedly present to sce that the march was orderly
opened an attack on the unarmed assembly. Students were
mercilessly assaulted with bayonets and machine guns. The
massacre. took the lives of 25 students. 157, including teachers
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were scriously injured. The student massacre was not restricted
‘to Addis Ababa. In Harrar where a funeral service was held for
Tilahun, students; teachers and parents were attacked by the
police. Similar brutality was visited upon students in éther
towns including Makalle, Adowa, Axum (Christian Science Monitor,
January 22, 1970).

The strong progests against the regime's inhuman acts
werc not limited to Ethiopian students, parents, teachers and
workers. Many foreign residents who witnessed the tragic
events spoke in -full:condemnation. The Director of the Peace
Corps. in Ethiopia, Joseph Murphy, resigned in protest against
what he characterized as "the repressive dictatorship which
cannot establish a social order with better answers to its
problems than shooting and boating young people' (New York Post,
February 17, 1970). L.X. Tarpey, Dean of the College of
Business Administration; urged that silence before the nazi
practices of the regime is indefensible. He was deported
from the country on January 24, '1970. About a third of the
Peace Corps teachers in Ethiopia resigned explaining that
conditions in the country no longer made 1t p0551ble for them
to tcach. ’

- The prevailing conditions in the country following the
December massacre can be gleaned from the terms set by the
government for the re-opening of the University. Accordlng
to the directives issued on February 26, 1970 ‘all student
publications are tc remain banned. All student organizations
are permanently dissolved. All students who were "pardoned"
the previous summecr, and who were present at the events
surrounding the funeral ceremonies for Tilahun are to be
expelled and returned to prison to serve their sentences
" (Ethiopian Herald, January 26, 1970). A military force shall
‘be permancently stationed on the campuses of the University"
(Memorandum from the President of HSIU, January 26, 1970).

In short, all forms of dissent -are forbidden. Even nominal
recognition of the rights of speech and assembly has been-::
denied.. Under these provisions, many have been expelled from
the schools and colleges. Others remain in' prison without
trial. New arrests among students and other progressive
elementsﬂare ‘being made every day. . ;

In spite-of such unmltlgated repres51on, the national
uprlslng continues. With full support of their parents, many
sStudents have vowed never to return to the'’ government schools.

- It has become clear tc. all that even limited education is
‘impossible a=s long as the regime survives. The student papers
have been replaced by underground publications. Despite the
growing persecution, student organizing continues with

- renewed strength. The Ethiopian Student Movement is, therefore,
resolved, to struggle until victory.

The ‘people and students .of Ethiopia are too familiar
with the oppression of the feudal and neo-colonial regime in
Ethiopia. But the diabolic nature of the government and the
true condition of the Ethiopian masses remains unknown to
world public opinion. That such a regime should ‘continue to -
hide its despicable practices through control of the. press and
censorship does not come as a surprise. It is all the more
imperative, therefore, that all well-meaning and progressive-
peoples everywhere make their voices heard in condemnation of
its inhuman acts. The present popular uprisings constltute but
a stage 'in the protracted struggle of the people of Ethiopia;
ultimately, the struggle will free Ethiopia from foudalism and
imperialism, and allow the masscs to build a nation whose
history is their own.
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FROM OUR READERS

Comradecs,

r Permit me to cay a few words on comrade Hirji's

article which appeared in MAJIMAJI No. 2 and which was
i ent1tled, "Militancy at the Hill".

Firct, as a participant in the struggles which comrade
Hirji tried to describe,” I muct congratulate him fAr
synthesizing -and summarising all the sklrnlchcs, hallueci-
" nations, frustrations and 1ngp1rat10nc we ‘went through . in -
the 1970/71 academ1c year. ' To the person who takes part
in a play, the various parts of ‘the play ceem a jig-caw
puzzle leading nowhere. Once however the. whole play is
shown to him, say on a screen, or reviéwed by a keen analyst,
then he realizes his self and hlu creation,

For all the tumultuous ups and downs, the dlrect s
participants have undoubtedly galned Yot in terms-of their
own consciousness. This I think is a major point’ which :
comrade Hirji's conclusions and lessons do not bring ¢ut:
clearly. As he himself stated at the beginning of his
article, -failures:.are a tremendous source of learning. It ic

- my belief that w1thout these cpisodes, the level of maturlty
in political conoc1ousness ‘recently attained by some:-
‘albeit very few < of the dlrect partlclpantg wonld not have
been p0551b1e.f ; : 3 S ;"

R underllne the word "maturity! to dlutlnGUIBh between

: utudent polltlcal understanding . which is usually purely
theoretical and. often naive, and clas 5'conq01ousness ‘that
results -from partlclpatlon in productlon., "I want- to- uuggest
that at least a minute number of ocur students have, as a
result of these various episodes as well as earller ‘onés,
ctarted to outgrow their student llmltatlons.“ And as. I’
have alrcady .said, this development is’ 1mportant ‘the most
important outcome of the whole play in fqct.

Yet I think comrade Hirji failed to.take note of ,this
basically because of other serious errors he commltted ‘in;
khe course of his analysis. It seems ‘he, Lrosoly’mlslcd
himeelf on his evaluation of both: the:TYL :and USARF (1 !

.7 groups - "the radicals at the Hill" to use;hlu ‘own phraseolony. j

N f

There are particularly two centenceu which underpin
his analytical defects,' Firct, there, 1s ‘the centence
swhich reads: "In the flrut place, even- in -the- TYL itself,

» the chasm between its Marxist lcadershlp and- amorphous
-membership was a- big stumbling block!: Let;me say ‘that
as:a person who has been one Qf leau 8 Iradicals" since
“ my- entrance in -the UnlverSLty, I had never, heard before
the flagrant claim that the TYL'lcudershlp" was, L.
"Marxist leadership"! If comrade Hirji serlousiy belleves
that the TYL at the University has or ever had a Marxist
leadership, then ‘perhaps we have to question his
knowledge of the most basic fundamentals of Marxism.

One need not. have considered this claim important if

it had been made, say, by some Western journalist, but the
3
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fact that it is made by one of the "radicals" makes it
terribly important. It never occured to me, and I never
heard before anyone of the '"radicals" make such a flambouyant
claim. I can only hope that thic was a slip of the pen - as
the English are fond of saying - on the part of cdmrade Hirji;
otherwige he could just as well be counted out as he lives in
what must irretrievable phantansies.

The second sentence is relatcd to the forepoing in ccntent.
"pmong the distinctive advantages pcscessed by USARF was that
it was a tightly knit pgroup of committed activistg ‘drawn from
differént countries". To all those who knew USARF. ‘and -
particularly to " those like me who were its membersg, this must
have been terribly appalling to say the least. Since when
did USARF become a "tightly knit grcup'" and "of committed
activists" at that?

It seems that the pitfall that caused this second claim
is again the lat¢k of knowledge of what is Marxism and what
are Marxist organisations and their leaderships. That is why

. .the error is so serious! Since it is committed by ‘a person
""who could just as well be called a veteran of the "radicals",

people will undoubtedly want to reconsider their opinions
about these "radicals" and their claims!

In fact a major point missed out by his account is “the
féctuthat it is the USARF members and the lenders" particularly
who are to bear part of the blame for USARF's defunction.

The group's leadership (ot infiltrated by the most opportunistic
elements at the campus - a fact which made the (roup no longer
capable of either respect.or commitment. Thus it became
virtually impossible for it to arouse political consciousness,
let alone commitment, among the students and thus bccame an
easy victim of the bureaucracy's oXee Thls agaln is a factor
his account ought’ te ‘have dared to bring out in the open.

Those then are. the two profound. sentences which are really
shocking to those who. are versed in Marxism as well as to those
who know the situation at the campus - partlcularly the
"radicals" amony them. The inadequacy of the analysis is
summarised in a later sentence which really. puts the cap on the
confusion: "Revolutiona are not the creations of revolutionaries,
but they certainly require revolutionaries to carry them out".
What mumble-jumble is this from an ex-USARF member?

There are of course other minor voints concerning accuracy
in reportlng which a participant llke me are flabbergasging.
These however need not detain us.

Let me therefore end here by expre551nc mny hope that
MAJIMAJI will continue to grow so that these lively debatcs
can go on. Those of us‘who had the pr1v11e-e to start it
will feel our efforts at various nocturnal duties were
wasted if it suffers infanticide like CHECHE. . And we of
course trust that those who have taken over from us will
never betray us - whatever the odds!

Henry Mapolu
Univers1ty of
Dar es Salaam.
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Comrades,

Rigorous criticism is esscential for theorctical advancement
as well as for practical effectiveness. 1In fact at times it is
the cnly means throupgh which crrors arising out of sub jective
biases can be corrected.

Thus Mapolu's attempted critigue is welcome. However a
critic needs to be criticised too, lest hec slips into inimical
illusions of infallibility.

Reading through his ¢omments I am surprised to note that he,
for .some obscure reasons, chooses to ignore totally the central
thesis of my article. He does not cxamine whether what I at
the start called "...the dialectic of cleavage and harmony..."

did in fact describe and explain the situation at the campus as

it existed during the period under under consideration. Perhaps
being so well versed in Marxism and with the situation on the
campus as well he can afford to overlook the major theoretical
issues! Not unlike an eminent scientist who, at the turn of the
last century, thought that all the fundamental scientific problems
had been solved. Further progress would be only in terms of

. increasing numerical accuracy of results. Yet only a few decades
latter the whole edifice of Newtonian physics came down like a
pack of cards.

Reviving this anachronistic tradition we find that Mapolu
raises -objections as regards some details only. In fact, he
disarrees with three ‘sentences in ‘the text. To be more exact,
the whole thing boils down to the question of appropriate termi-
nology. Usajge of certain descriptive words is disputed.

Before we examine the validity of these objections, ‘a2 funda-
mental point must be born in mind. An argument or a sentence,
however profound, if torn out of the context may be shown to be
ridiculous and illogical. But that is an indication, par
excellencé, of dishonest criticism. If the devil can gpote the
bible to justify himself, shall we excuse Mapolu for doing the
.same? Now let us deal:with his- juicily selected sentences.
First, he disagrees with the statement: "In the first place,
even in the TYL itself, the chasm between its Marxist lecadership
and amorphous membership was a blg stumbling. block".

Note that he does not ddny that a chasm did indeed exist and
that it was a stumbling block for effective. actions. Also that
this chasm was mainly due to ideological reasons. 'Thbugh as I.
clearly stated in my article some personal factors were
involved too. Mapolu only pedentically observes that it is
incorrect to call the leadership a Marxist one. Here I concur
with him. In the scientific sense of the term it is true that
we had no Marxist leadership in the TYL. Though I must add
that nowhere is there .2 hard and fast agreement as to what a
Marxist leadership constitutes. Perhaps Mapolu whose
f"knowledge of the most basic fundamentals of Marxxsﬁ“ ‘canrot be
questioned; should have educated us.in ‘this respect.

Now the question arises: why did.I choose to call the past
TYL leadership a Marxist one? Firstly the leadership consciocusly
and openly considered itself to be propounding scimntific
socialism. It tended to dissociate itself with the idealist
ujamaa brand of socialism. This much is clear from their
statements and their theoretical journal. Secondly it was
considered by other students and reactionaries to be composed
of "communists". Not infrequently it~was accused of peddling
nforeipn Marxist idecology". So mine was not a "flagrant claim"
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which las been "never heard before'. Though it is certain that
none of the pgroup of radicals had gobbled up DAS KAPITAL from
cover to cover,:much to the chagrin of our erudite critic, I
offer -my humble apologies  for lumping him in the same bandwagon
as other "ignoramuoes". On my part I will rciterate that no
doubt it was an error to substitute what were essentially
subjective opinions for the objective reality.

Now we come to the second of his .juicy extracts. He disputes
the validity of the claim that, "Among the distinctive

.advantqges possessed by USARF was that it was a tightly knit

group of committed activists drawn from different countries’.
Further on he states that USARF's ""leadership got infiltrated
with the most opportunistic elements at the campus...”

It will be recalled that the spatement under scrutiny was made
when I was. appraising the role of USARF during its entire period
of existence.  And I would emphatically reassert that it remains
true for most of the time of its existence. Mapolu howéver is -
only concerned with the period just before USARF was banmed. He
only reveals his myopic vision in thinking that USARF had always

‘been as he found it. Being a late comer to the scene the least

one would expect of him would be a careful enquiry into-‘the past.

However, what is most unacceptable is his insipid claim that
USARF's leadership included some of the most opportunistic
elements on the Hill. I fully agree that the leadership in office
just before its collapse was lacking in political acumen. Its
fragmentation as a result of individualistic operational

‘tendencies contributed to it being ineffective. This is

mentioned in my article when I referred to USARF as "a sleeping
beauty'. But this is not synonymous with opportunism of the

, 1

Yet even if we grant that Mapolu's ludicrous claim is indeed
true, it is difficult to see how he can- conclude. that this

-opportunism is to be blamed if only in part for"USARF’s'demi§é._

For opportunism invariably implies compromise. In USARF'Ss

ease it could only mean ideological compromise with the reaction-
aries. If this was the case, then USARF's life should have
been prolonged. The bureaucracy should have been less alarmed.
That this was 'not true is common knowledge which somehow has
been ignored by the esteemed critic.

: This brings me to the final sentence dismissed by Mapolu’as
"mumble-jumble'. Out of context it may. eppear so. Yet given
the fact that USARF has' churned out som¢ of the most admirable
(in terms. of commitment and clarity) militants, like -Museveni
and many others, bound to contribute to the furtherance of the
African revolution, then the sentence "doés 'make some sense. '

Finally if Mapolu thinks that my article proves that I live’
in "irretrievable phantasies'" and hence must’ be -''counted out!"
then he should-have refrained from atcording me the privilege -
of addressing’'me as.a "comrade!" all along. For comrades do
not dwell in clouds. They live and die on this earth, engaged
in-the struggle for socialism. -

' By Karim Hirji
i ; -
University of
Dar es Salaam.
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Facts and Figures on
THE IRRA”IOHAL SOCIETY

Ten million people in the U.5.A. are literally
starving.

More than three million people in the U.S.A.
are illiterate.

Ten thousand scientists and engineers have lost
their jobs since 1969 in the U.S.A.; some of them
are cutting grass and others are washing cars.

A nuclear physicist, Eugene Hubbard, who designed
instruments and methods for Appolo spaceships is
now mixing cocktails in a California resteurant. J
In Los Angeles 700 people lined up. te apply for
four vacancies of meter readers. The-applicants

-were out-of-work aerospace supervisors, machinists,

housewives, draftsmen, secretaries, newspaper
reporters, etc. . SEALge

An American Indian family of ten lives in a tar
paper shack twelve fcet by eight feet without
water or sanitation.

In the U.S.A., $3,000,000,000 are spent annually
on dress for dogs.

In 1966, 29% of all murders in the U.S.A. were
within families.

In the U.S.A. more than one million people are
divorced annually,for every home there is an
average of one divorce, ecvery year there are
100,000 cascs of desertions, and every year more
than 300,000 babies arc born out of wedlock.

Suicide rate per 100,000 is 19 in Sweden, 11 in the
U.K., and 10 in the U.S.A.

In the 7U.S. A. Christmas toys kill 15, 000 and
1naure 700,000 annually.

On the average, one car per minute is stolen
in the U.S.A.

According to the World Health Organisation, more
murders have been committed in New York City alone
in recent years than in Britain, Holland, Ireland,
Switzerland, Spain, Swden, Norway, Denmark and
Luxemburg taken together.

Did you know that British Prime Minister Heath, B
who is a confirmed bachelor and a homeosexual, has

a West Indian boy-friend? It is said that he was
terrlbly embAarrassed when, on winning the last
election, he was kissed by a blonde teenager glrl!
The photographers' were there, and apparently his"
boy-friend was very worried when he saw the picture
in the papers.
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HERE AND ABOUT

SazcEsoaszsaIas

Records:

There were 335 murders registered in New York in the
first three months of this year, or 55 more than in the
corresponding period in 1970. American statisticians predict
that last yecar's record - 1,146 murders - will be broken by a
considerable margin. Incidentally, the World Health Organiza-
tion says more murders have been committed in New York in
recent years than in Britain, Holland, Ireland, Switzerland,
Spain, Sweden, Norway, Denmark and Luxemburg taken together.

T.V. Morals:

American sociologists have calculated that the number of
TV programmes showing mufder and other forms of violence has
increased in the United States in the last seven years by
300 per cent. The country's stations show on the average
26 scenes of violemce an hour.  Between the ages of six and
fifteen, American boys and girls see about 13,000 murders.

The price 6f Popularity:

The world now knows the price of the popularity of multi-
millionaire Nelson Rockefeller who was elected Governor of
‘New York state for the fourth term in November. The last
clection campaign cost him §7 million, or 82 per vote.

810,000 Salmon:

Lloyd's of London issues some curious insurance policies.
It recently insured a salmon for §10,000, charging: $500
premium for the policy. The client was .Clair Grieve, organizer
of the annual Kiwanis Salmon Derby. He marked the fish and
released it in Georgia Strait, which lies hetween British
Columbia and Vancouver Island in Canada. If the salmon is
caught by a participant in the derby, Lloyd's will present
him with a cheque for $10,000.

il

Royal mcteorltes-

When the Housé of Lords was discussing a bill mcking all
meteorites falling in Britain "tHe property of Her Majesty
the Queen, one pecer queried: "What if a meteorite injures
or kills someone? Will Her Majesty be responsible for ite"
The Lords decided otherwise. The law they passcd relieves
the Queen of all such responsibility.

Student insurance:

Students of the University of New South Wales (Australia)
need have no-worries when they sit for exams now. The
un1v0r51ty has introduced a system of '"accident" insurance.

A student who has paid a premium of $11 will be paid 3400
if he fails in his exams - a sum cqual to his tuition fces
for one year.

Family planning:

A maternity hospital in the Paris district of Chaillot
has inserted the following ad in a newspaper: 'Duc to
shortage of .space expectant mothers are asked to place’
reservations ten months before confinement'. y
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Grateful hucband:
A British pharmaceutical firm producing woight-reducing
pills has received the following letter: "In the first two
woeks my wife lost about one stone and a few days age sho
vanished altogether. Q@ratefully yours, Michael Smith."

Rchabilitating Galileo?
Galileo Galilei may soon be rehabilitated by the Church.
Cardinal Konig of Vienna said in an interview with the
Itnlian "Pacse Sera" that the earth's rotation around the
sun is ... practically an indisputable fact. The Cardinal
further revealed that "the Vatican has set up a committee to
re-cxamine Galileo's casc". He hastened to add, however,
that he could not guarantee that Galileo would be "rechabilitated'.

Overdid it:

Some time ago Italian customs officials detaincd Austrian
priest Henrik Gradck. The padre had for some time been
smuggling gold and knitted goods across the border. For a
long while, cverything went well. But on that unfortunate
occasion Padre Gradek's greed gave him away. He had packed
the boot of his car so full of contraband that the bulging

cover caught the eye of customs officials.

Helping Kenya:
One day the Reverend Cyril Hooper appeared before his
parishioners in Folkestone, England, in a rather unusual

Before beginning his sermon, the clergyman, wearing

rolec.
This was part of

only a loin cloth, did a Masai war dance.
his campaign to recruit missionaries to preach the Gospel

in Kenya.

The reason?
Female criminality in Los sngeles County, U.S.A.,rose
23 per cent in i970. Sociological studies, the London Daily
Telesraph writes, predict that the female crime rate will
Soon catch up with the male. Los Angeles County Sheriff
irms gloomily that it will grow " as

Peter J. Pitchess aff
the women achieve greater freedom and equality with males."

"Damn shame'"
Tn November 1968 President Lyndon B. Johnson awarded

Sergeant Dwight Johnson the Medal of Honour, the United States®
highest award for valour. The sergeant was (fiven a hero's wel-
come in his home town, Detroit. And on April 30 of this year
he was killed--- not in Vietnam, bot in Detroit where he was
serving as an army recruiting officer. He was shot as he was
attempting to hold up a store. "This is just a damn shame,"

an army spokesman saide

Home=-(;rown: : :
The demand for drugs in the West is breedinf; ingenuity
forbidden goods. Kees Hoekert,

among, the purveyors of these
nt in Amsterdam, sells seedlings containing

a philolopy stude
narcotics at one pulden each. The buyers can plant them in
their pgardens or on their balconics ans reap a harvest of
marijuana within six or eipght months. There is no law against
and selling plants. The signboard on Hoekert's

cultivating ;
house offers a selection of 15000 seedlingse




