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An 
Inch 

Below

Studying the historical tuxedo shirt from 

the 1920s and researching about the shirt 

in the MAD library, I learned the various 

considerations went behind the construction 

and design of the garment. 

I decided to focus on the meanings behind 

the detailed elements on the tuxedo shirt. For 

example, the pique and the detachable collars, 

and how they represents the idea of being 

‘well dressed’, incorporating and dissecting 

contemporary designs from various designers. 

I will be taking a twist on the ideology of 

the definition of being ‘well dressed’ but 

emphasising on the key elements. 



Social Status & Dresscode 
How does social status links with dresscodes? 
High status gentelmen decide what is a smart look for 
men, as they are of higher classes. 
‘A ‘V-waistcoat’ is popular’ 
‘Must be buttoned up’ 

‘...Smartest waistcoat...is cut to the waistline, or an inch below.’ 
‘The correct way of tying a bow tie.’ 





Developed Draps













Bound
less 

libera
tion

This collection redefines liberation within 

the historical context of China during 

1960s-80s, merging the iconic visual language 

of Mao suits and military coats with Thierry 

Mugler’s visionary exaggeration of body 

proportions. This fusion of elements serves 

as a provocative exploration of the intricate 

relationship between physical restriction and 

mental liberation, challenging traditional 

notions of freedom and conformity. Through 

the juxtaposition of structured austerity 

with Mugler’s avant-garde silhouettes, the 

collection offers a nuanced perspective on the 

resilience and strength of women amid societal 

constraints, inviting viewers to contemplate 

the multifaceted nature of personal autonomy 

and self-expression.
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In
habited 
Abstrac

tions
Through looking at Cristobal Balenciaga 

and Rei Kawakubo's works and how they use 

tailoring skills to change of the relationship 

between the boday and the garment; I decide 

to research into the relationship between 

body and garment - which affects which?

In Rei Kawakubo's collection in 1997, 

'Body Meets Dress, Dress meets body', she 

investigated how body shapes is presented 

in modern era. I am intrigued by the idea 

of abnormal body types. Moreove, I learned 

how through his tailoring skills, Balenciaga 

created garments which has abstractive 

shapes simply using darts and pleates. 

Therefore, I wishes to research and display 

how different body shapes can interact 

with different garments, and how abnormal/

deformed body can be 'created' through 

the construction of the garment..                                                                                                                 















Pea 
Coat

During this projec , I am exploring the 

traditional Beijing culture , Beijing 

Opera ��. From the silhouette to 

colours , all aspects of the traditional 

operatic style speaks where I belong. As 

an additional designer for my research , 
Charles James 's constructional ideas 

and draping techniques inspires me 

for to create a more contemporary 

silhouette for my designs. 

Blending the two aspects of the 

research , I am creating a contemporary 

collection on my tradition and 

in terms portray who I am. 
















