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“A cascade of images, uniting art and information, memories and
documentation, the meaningful and the banal.” -The New Yorker

idea that Germany’s first-world college
boys, products of the most first-world
football system ever devised, have
exposed the basic mental weakness of
these survivors of terrible schooling
and inadequate resources - what
chance did they have against a tie and a
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Being and/or Time
Ken Okiishi, 2013-2016

Ken OKiishi's Being and/or Time consists of every photo and
screenshot recorded on OKkKiishi’'s phone over a period of three
years (2013-2016), flickering in chronological order at 24
images/frames per second, with over 25,000 images in total. The
compression of existence in the digital/IRL era, when the body was
required to be as if everywhere at once, finds its recorded time-
image. The artist made the work in a period of total cognitive
breakdown, in a process OKkiishi has described as “attempting to re-
enmesh externally stored image-memory with the internal
experience-memory of the brain.”

Why revisit this work now?

When Pilar and | were talking about
what to show in this traumatised, new
but also oddly archaic world we find
ourselves in at this point in the
pandemic, | started thinking about
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how the processes that so many
people have been going through in
relation to memory and experience
were similar to processes | went
through when making Being and/or
Time, in 2016, when | was facing total
cognitive burnout.

In the midst of the relentless travel requirements of being "successful” in a
world where economic and technological expansions had managed to align
all data streams at the speed of thought—and our bodies and political
systems Just had to magically catch up somehow—my brother suddenly
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Being and/or
Time
Ken Okiishi, 2013-2016

In the midst of the relentless travel requirements of being "successful” in a
world where economic and technological expansions had managed to
align all data streams at the speed of thought—and our bodies and
political systems just had to magically catch up somehow—my brother
suddenly died. It was the summer of 2016, and my reality shattered. He
had been instrumental in developing the analytical and mobilisation
capabilities of the surveillance state apparatus for the USA government—
and you can imagine that we did not often agree on very much, although he
was, obviously, extremely brilliant. And as | tried to mourn his death, |
found that | also had to deal with ways in which the technological, political
and psychological were intimately entangled in my family, as what was
happening in a world that was clearly spinning out of control, in general,
was directly affected by what he did on a daily basis when he died
suddenly and tragically and with a brain that was clearly more than
overloaded. that phvsicallv could not take it anvmore.
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| was finding that | could not even
readily recall what had happened the
week before—Iliterally, where | had
been and what | had been doing. And |
also could not put into sequential
order anything—Iike, you could hand
me a list of places | had traveled to in
the last month, and | would fail a basic
test of putting them in order. Now, |
kKnow this can sound like an individual
psychological and/or neurological
problem, but the more | talked to other
people, the more | found that everyone
was having the exact same
experience, whether or not they had
had a localisable recent psychological
trauma. Being alive in our
contemporary world, it seemed, had
taken on aspects of being traumatised
and needing to "recover," over and
over, for everyone | spoke to.
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There is something about how Being and/or Time functions like
descriptions of what the brain does right before death—this flashing of a
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totality of life. | remember a lecture by psychoanalyst and artist Bracha
Ettinger, where she described suicide as an inability to find the appropriate
passageway between the necessary death of a harmful life situation and a
different life situation. | was suddenly reminded of this as these
portal/tunnel/maternal/matrixial metaphors started circulating to describe
the processing of the ruptures incited in 2020 via the pandemic—most
notably in the widely read and circulated essay from April by Arundhati Roy
that | first saw on those amazing "ICA daily" posts. "But the rupture exists.
And in the midst of this terrible despair, it offers us a chance to rethink the
doomsday machine we have built for ourselves. Nothing could be worse
than a return to normality. Historically, pandemics have forced humans to
break with the past and imagine their world anew. This one is no different.
It is a portal, a gateway between one world and the next."

The experience of the digital/image/internet/self-optimizing/neo-liberal
economy time-space, was one where all aspects of being tried to reach
the speed and efficiency of non-being: where electronic signals in cables,
through illuminated screens emitting light rays, syncing billions of brains
together, tapping the screen with the haptic memory of a drum, into the
constant re-wiring of our brains, yearning for faces and bodies to appear,
to instantaneous speaking and the touch of skin to skin, the kiss of hello,
with the immediacy of breath from across the room, at all times
everywhere. And the total breakdown of that world, via the brain hacking
facilitated by the "social" media of the behemoth economic engines and
propaganda/advertising regimes, and a viral attack of natural systems
gone haywire in these new proximities, climate emergencies and
outmoded political orders and systems of governance.
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Installation view in Ice and Fire, The Kitchen, October 7, 2020. Photo: Phoebe d'Heurle
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| know you don't like to talk about the technical aspects of making your
work, but with this work, that process seems highly significant—Ilike in a
cognitive neuroscience experiment.

| started with a small batch of images from my own phone—something like
700 (the final work is made from more than 25,000 single images). And |
placed them, in chronological order, in a video editing program. | then
experimented with different speeds-and found that transferring files
between a few different programs was necessary in order to process this
qguantity of data in a way that played visually at this speed as if nothing had
been done to the images.
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As | watched the playback, | noticed
that my mind started to feel like it was
sewing together something—that the
present experience of my life was
getting rebuilt together somehow, a bit
like what dreaming feels like when it
works in a restorative way.
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In relation to the formal properties of cinema, | kept trying out different
numbers of images per second—but kept coming back to the standard 24
frames a second used in film and animation. This number seemed to
produce the most uncanny sensation in my mind—or like it activated
borders between processes in the most generative or even reconstructive
way. It caused my brain to do the most pleasurable kind of work of any of
the image speeds—something like the way stretching feels good but also
hurts a bit when you haven't done it in a while. And | was reminded that this
frame-rate number had been arrived at, in the early days of cinema, as a
compromise between what the brain will perceive as motion versus still
Images, ideas of human biorhythms and practical technical considerations
for projectors and cameras. So, by now, it is culturally learned as the
flicker of "old" animation and celluloid film—Dbut is also rooted on various
thresholds of the brain's hardware.
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The speed of 24 frames a second
worked, in Being and/or Time, with
these sequences of still images
because some of them photographed
the same place/objects/people in
multiple, closely proximate framing
(producing a sense of animated
motion) while others flickered between
wildly disparate scales and places,
such as Hong
Kong/Milan/Vienna/NYC/Vienna, in a
few seconds. Both time spaces and
dimensions would happen in the same
seguence of images, so the forward
motion of animation would have this
interference pattern of other data
appear in the same visual thought.

EWE06 & )" |

EHE
DB = v

=

When | first showed the work in NY (in January of 2017), | was interested in
hearing how people responded to viewing it—what they saw, when,
obviously, the images are not from their life!l Many people commented that
the work activated memories of their own image streams, that they knew
exactly what "that" felt like. Some said they were unable to process this
quantity of specific images, but also could not look away, since they were
transfixed by the density and the way it brought to mind their own external
(phone) image-memory, and a certain kind of ordering or tunneling process
happened when they looked at the work. It was as if their own individual,
externally-stored image-memory was re-enmeshing with the internal
experience-memory of the brain. For some, viewing the work generated
sensations in the brain like it had with me, and it became something like
the way dreams process life experiences, but as if viewing that processing
In dreams externally from the body and in a state entirely different from
being either fully awake, dreaming or even half-dreaming.
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either fully awake, dreaming or even half-dreaming.

Where does this way of working come
from?

This way of thinking the time-image
comes out of studying with Robert
Breer at Cooper Union—who, in his
own work and thinking, brought a
continuum of sequential aspects into
simultaneous fields of  jarring
heterogenous elements, as if a film
can produce mental image events In
multiple tracks and dimensions at the
same time, and the rapid flicker of
difference must process, in the brain,
up against and at the same time as
continuous, smooth space. Blazes
(1961) is still my favorite of his films.

He would make his films shooting index cards onto film shot one frame at a
time—and then, when the print was run through the projector, this
intricately constructed counterpoint also had the flurry of the unconscious
and aleatory. This is also where thinking the construction of film as still
Images imagined in connecting nodes that leap in differential sequences,
gaps, rhythms across the time of one continuum of fractured experience
has its roots.
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These eight seconds demonstrate some of the ways time functions in Being
and/or Time (2013-2016).

8 seconds from Being and/or Time (2013-2016)
14 - 20 November 2015
NYC = Vienna =2 NYC - Vienna = NYC

timecode:
7 min. 44 sec. 7:45

7:47

At this time, we know of 14 NOV-

no specific or credible On the
threats of an attack on the .

U.S. homeland of the type all'plane
that occurred in Paris ﬁ.om NYC

to Vienna.
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PARIS — Three teams of Idamic State attackers

acting in unison carvied out the terrorist assault

in Paris on Friday night, officials said Ssturday,
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8 seconds from Being and/or Time (2013-2016)
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PARIS —~ Three teams of Iskamic State attackers

acting in unison carvied out the terrorist assanlt

in Paris on Friday night, officials said Ssturday,
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conference 1o declare that *France and the
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PARIS — Thiree teams of Ldamic State attackers

actimg i unison camesd ol the terrorist assault

in Paris on Friday night, officials sald Ssturday,

ourcotronies, aboal 20 miles south o
He had a eriminal recond and was Kisown o be
ivalved in extremist Iskamie ideology, Mr

Molins saud

The hunt for possible accomplices of the
terrorists gained steam on Saturday. Officials in
Belgium anmounced three arrests, one of them
lnked 1o & remtal car found in Paris. In

Germany, the police were exploring whether a

mosirning, and sald that military troops would
patrol the capstal, France remained under a

nationwide state of CIETEeNcy

Mr. Hollande vowed to “be unforgiving with the
barbarians fram Daesh,” adding that France
wostld aet withian the law bt wath “all the
ecessany ieans, anid on all lerraims, imside and

vutsade. in coordination with our allies. who are,

migrant or had posed as one is sare 1o further
complicate the already vexing probilem for
I-'.m:ulw of how 10 handdle the BnCensing Mo of
people from Syria, Irag. Alghanistan and
elsewhere. 11 could also lend weight 1o the
xenophobic arguments ol right-wing populists
like Marine Le Pen, the leader of the Natwonal
Fromt party, who on Saturday beld a news
conference 1o declare that “France and the
French are no longer sale ”

was praymng lor

Framce “and for all those who sulfer.”

rhel of Germany gave an
emwotional national address on Saturday
pledging sodidarity with the French government
anl people, and calling on all Europeans 1o
stam 1ogether in defiance of an attack on the

liberties the Continent represents

‘We, vour German foends, we are so close with

pledging sodidarsty with the French government
and people, and calling on all Europeans to
stand 1ogether in defiance of an attack on the
liberties the Continent represents,

We, vour German fends, we are so close with
vous, " said Mg, Merkel, dressed in black. “We are
erving with vou. Together with vou, we will fight
against those who have carried out such an
unfathomable act ngainst you.”
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NBL News

France 10 intensidy arstrkes against Isis in
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unfathomabile sct against youl

Not sure what the French ard we and the Russaans
or Turks thank. We can bomb 1515 with impunsty?

When one goes into o war, ome showld ksow there
are comsegquences, and this is ome, of the many 1o

come | am afraid

recent “refugee”, the EL continues to weloome the
Islamic people streaming in it willl be suicide not

murder in the future!

For Obama 1o allow tens of thousameds of 1hese
parported, “refagees” into the US is not
hamanitarianism o is cruelty to the innocent of our
mation and completely irmespansable

No matter how often these leaders shout it Islam ks

the cark words and the cabor
of death and dilor

tears, the autumn rain?

When images amd language 30 August 2015, the Associated Press reporied
are te nt 1o the savage .
are testament to the savag that the islamic State of Iraq and the Levant
can little else remaln?

had parnially demolished the temple by

Oh. vest explosves, citing eyewitness accounts |17
For in oar hopes ansd heart The bricks and columns werm reported as lying
there is still the betber part on the ground and only one wall was reported

as remaning, according 1o a Paimyra

of [hear respective
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running from Mauritania to Chad, and are
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State in Syria and Trasg

This month, for the lirst time since 2007,
there is no ULS, Navy pircraft carrier in the
Gulf, Instead, France's sole carrier, Charles
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recent “refugee”, the EU continoes (o welcome the
Islamic peaple streaming in it will be suicide not
minder in the future!

For Obama 1o allow tens of thousamds of these
parported, “reflagees” into the US is not
humanitarianism o is cruelty to the innocent of our
nation and completely irresponsshle

No matter honw often these leaders shout it Islam ks

the dark words and the color
of death and dodor

tears, the autumn rain®

When images and language J0 August 2015, the Assocated Press reporied
ire testament to the savage that the Istamic State of Irag and the Levant
can little else remaln?

had partially demalished the temple by

Oh, ves! explosives, citing eyewitness accounts. !’ '

For in our hopes and heart The bricks and columns were reparted as lying
there is still the better pant on the ground and only one wall was reponed
asduslims i e streets of thear respective as remaning, according to a Paimyra
counlries protesting even moee about peophe resident. ™Y The damage was also attested

drawing Mohammsad. Eslam and the Wiest are
simply incompatible. | doat hate Muslims, and if 1
had any Musdim friends near me in Eastern
Tennessee | would be petrified for thesr safety and
do whstever 1 could 1o protedt them

Bant 1 thimk Muslims everywhere meed o do some
soul searching and really ask win there are so many

extremists. Time and again Muslims give lip service

individuals who are, or who are

suspected of becoming, terrorists.

“For the sixth time in 2015, Islamic TOTE BAG
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terrorism has hit our country,” Le Pen
wrote Saturday in a series of tweets.
"French people are crying for the dead,

w

£ Pen proceeded to call on France to
secure its borders from a perceived
influx of Syrian refugees who may have
ties to Islamic terror groups. She said
that France has become vulnerable,
and that it is necessary to rearm the
country to fight back against the threat
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It's not hypocritical to care more
about Paris than Beirut
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Kerry Outlines 3-Point
Plan to End Syrian Civil
War

U S. and Russian forces are all targeting
the militants via airsirikes. No country is

maintained that Synan President Bashar

Assad cannot be involved in a successiul
political transition. Kerry has called the
idea of a Syrian governmenl that somehow
ncludes Assad a "nonstarer” The U.S
hopes %o use the International Syria
Support Group to kick starnt a political
procass o form a national unity

“The departure of Assad s stll essantial
nol bacause | say s0 or France says S0 Of
another country, bul bécause you Merally

airplane back
o NYC.

It's not hypocritical to care more
about Paris than Beirut
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Syria Confict

otreel Jo

US, alkas short on options as Russia and lran

20 Now.
=Good evening,




\.Ji.)'\ullllls CLiiki T T mamtpegre. W ey ey Wy W SRSy SwesgyyT Wy s - SRR e | e
anolther counlry, bul because you Merally X

[)inner i n P—— i cannol siop the war f Assad is there " y o
At "~
Ly PR 'i

U "&lllll&)

S\ Y

§

o -
]
- 20
£

Kerry told French TV on Wednesday
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The U.S. leadsa 65-country coalition

continued Iranian influence in the region
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install
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Syria is a key supply route between Iran
and #ts proxy Hezbollah in Lebanon, so any

subsequent Syrian government would
need io allow Tehran to mantain thes free
flow of arms. Because of this, lIran will work
hard to broker a pobtical process thal

allows Assad 1o remain
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Ben Carson

Ben Carson: screen Syrian
refugees like they might be
rabid dogs

terrorists posing as Synan refugees from
entering the US was akin to handling a rabid

dog

®® Ben Carson's At campaign stops in
lhes revead 2 Alabama, Carson said
fundamental tnath b5 )ring Syrian resettlement
about candudates he US & :

3 - an
tall tales in the US doesn T mean

America lacks compassion

Carson said that to “protect my children™ he
would “call the humane society and hopefully
they can come take this dog away and create a
safe environment once again”™

“By the same token, we have to have in place
screening mechanisms that allow us to

determine who the mad dogs are, quite

frankly. Who are the people who want to come
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from across the political spectrum,” said '
Robert McCaw's, CAIR s government alfairs
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In Mobile, Carson said: “Islam itself is not

necessarily our adversary,” But Americans Howrs

were justified in seeing threats from Muslim Man-Sat, 1oam-6pm Sun, closed
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"His face looked a Mtle conorted and
o o @ ° ° 6 @ twisted,” she added. *| thought he was doing
some sort of performance ar., but then ha
puls out this sword with a huge 2-foot-long
blade and A was dead cbwious that it was a
read sword.
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® Read the latest summary 1oid The Post

"I don't know if he is from ISIS or

4

d to the coast. By 1
pean powers resulted
into three arbirarily

and King Leopold l o

and goods to and fre
State (in 1908, the Bel

ity of the colonial exps
ding of this regron B snabaied

atered newl y formed



= LEER R
e B ESEBE

Ihe use of force only, or even manly. Casl war in

this context, like the one in lraq, brings about a

18 Nov.
Fly back to
Vienna from S

IR NYC.
. e |

omplete colapse of old poltical institutons

and loyaities, and the creation of new ones is a

0ng and agonaing process in these two
ountnes, the stabilty of the Saddam and
Assad years, was acheved through the

unprecedentad, wholesale use of brule lorce

source of mystery and suspected masinformation
from his Iskamic State handbers. That was, until
the bloody raid in the Paris suburb of St.-Denis

revealed the gaping holes in Europe’s system of

19 Now.
Openings in
Vienna.

\)

open borders that allowed him to infilirate

Frapce wiler the noses of the intelligence

EST CENTRAL AFF
e exhibition is
1d the Diane W

.ongoPower

ilsence of natkonal borders is eriminal

madmess,” Ms. Le Pen sakl. “The French elites

Rl

b i

have given themselves over (o this surreal myth

of a country without borders. Open vour eve

By 0 ophas

Kol dhrocly sty the o

e u the s with iy
was aimered v ¢

me Exnpes. ke b i, Jewd

M

& ¥V | Sa:2 ” “ é =

pC Ken Okiishi | Revisiting: Being = X -+

@ pilarcorrias.com/viewing-room/20-ken-okiishi-revisiting-being-and-or-time-2013-2016/

he use of force only, or avean manly. Cad war in

s context, like the omne in lraq, brings about a

| 18 Now.
Fly back to

complele colapes of old poltical institutions
and loyaities, and the creation of new ones is a
0Ng and agonging process. in thase two

ountries, the stabilty of the Saddam and
Assad yaars, was achieved through the

unprecedentad. wholesale use of brute force

sotree of mystery ancd -\I;s|\rlnl msanformation
from his Iskamic State handlers. Thal was, until
the hloody raid in the Paris suburb of St.-Denis

19 NOV. revealed the gaping hodes in Europe’s system of

Ot borders that allowed him to infilirate

Frapoe uisler the noses of the intelligence

Openings in services acruss the Continent
Vienna.
\ h

e . J - -
‘rance’s National Front said on Thursday.

T

is a national dish; where

4 Wilabiar

as the promised land: A p

ty, healthy economic growth |l
at least, a warm welcome. :
it is also a country where pogl"

EST CENTRAL AFF

o
=]
.A
'
"
L
" -
p—
b
W
v
-

1d the Diane W

“The absence of national borders is eriminal
madpess,” Ms. Le Pen sakl. “The French elites

have given themselves over to this surreal myth

of i1 country withowl borders. ( Jpen your eves.

how a 15-vear-d

southeastern ci
Passau, a Gern
teacher recoun

age refugees injly

8
:

BRI n
EEH LRI
EH R ALY
¢ 2525 ag%
FEgsa2i-iiasas

It's not hypocritical to care more
about Paris than Beirut

The beat of the frame, like the forward movement of time as measured Iin
the equal beats of the clock, is the first level of time. This kind of time
moves forward in exactly the same way without regard to experience or
events or the distinction between existence and non-existence. The dates
locate the stream of images in the time-space of the subjective
experiences that occurred at the time of recording the image, in a second,
irregular and sometimes distended notion of time. This is the time of
experience that becomes filtered through the irregular beat of
memory/recall/playback. The place names locate the third level of time,
where time was being short-circuited "live" via the rapid travel schedule of
a fall art opening season, and the necessity of appearing in multiple parts
of the globe at the same time. This was the new level of time—where the
body attempted to travel like images on the screens of social media posts,
which were attempting to move at the speed of thought. Throughout Being
and/or Time (2013-2016), screenshots of newsfeeds appear as an

iInterference pattern on the recording of existence—in a time-image held in
a perpetual state of crisis.
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The title references Heidegger's 20th century philosophical tome, Being and
Time (Sein und Zeit, 1927). Can you talk about the relationship to this?

The relationship to Heidegger is not exegetic in the traditional sense of
extending ideas, or reading sections and commenting and critiquing, but by
inserting a flippant "and/or" points to the non-philosophical, or unhinged,
nature of existence in the period in which | made the artwork. It was as if
you could exist, or not exist, or be half a zombie, or whatever, as long as the
body and face were present, and the flows kept liquifying and discovering
new situations to liquify, and the actors in the necessary scenarios
produced the right amount of froth, and we all had to align with the images
and sensations that appear on the screen of continuously refreshed minds
and bodies instantly, anywhere. Being and/or Time, as if any term could
replace another or become another term in the sense of "it doesn't matter,
whatever works." The expendability and interchangeability of everything in
systems where flows and consolidations of power rely on rapid elimination
and optimisation, as a promoted "happy look" of a desirable life shell to
inhabit for the actors needed to activate and maintain these systems of
value aggregation.
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The operation | do on the title, while

flippant, also echoes the violence of - - Ll | @ Apple Wallet
the flippancy of the world in which we e ST +. EH .. 15:03

lived: to insert an and/or is also to | r e vy B Arrives 16:30

engage in something that would . | S ol N 9039

destroy  the possibility  of et 7 R it::::r:u

thinking. What would happen if terms DL o et | ; L P——
could slide and substitute for one | LTI — .

W7 ohdon St pancras Int'l

another arbitrarily, at convenience or
in a fit of rage? Or if discourse obeyed
entirely other matrices of desire
disentangled from all shared forms, in
a constantly shifted terrain of power

grabs?
Or, as we have experienced very specifically in the USA recently: what if all
terms/bodies/systems were ripped from any intelligible context in order to
support forced narratives designed to positively affect an increasingly
limited number of people with a totalised disregard for the distinction
between life and death for anyone else?
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Being and/or Time recorded the old new world as it happened. I'm curious

to watch it now, like watching a dream outside a body we no longer have
access to.

Pr
4- |
| \M
<@
Ken Okiishi i /
Being and/or Time ;- &
2013-2016 i
HD video .
17 minutes 15 seconds “%A" ]
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