it’s something more fluid-shaped by: the places, they’ve Tlived,
and the creat'iﬁf""r spaces yﬂgﬁsc'theyTSFeeﬂaﬁﬁm§t likeiithemselves . -Butywhat, h . mﬁmm&- lait - home ks

h.ﬁﬁghts shimmer on the:ﬁﬂ"‘rb@ Honlg; g@ﬁn@ 'ﬂ@ b@th modern aann traditienall, ~East and’
- motion.

Creative Direction & Photography: Jeff Hahn
Words: Victoria Chan and Lex Chan

@m@pmy Assistant: Abbie Fﬂslkf 0
Production: _Sﬂu@. K1n-t~z ,g ’

me-1 1_a b_q_hand B1o 2 ‘qu

munities t&o@y”v@ f0

isn’t always ”“. For someo ﬂt"s tthe pillace where theyxw o 1 1@@1@@%0‘ ﬂm@a memomyousz .
iﬂ@&i nd;

home? A city of c1~nemat1c UDW cha@s«ﬁ-wher‘e 8@@@?@”?&3 hum - w Stor es and. neon
.t k‘«Wetsu 1w'ay:s iin

But for many, th t sensels offs “home' has  become uncerta1n d ﬂf@ﬁm' B@W@md 1%81 “shores.
¥s

N 5 wia,

- In London, a genera Hong Ko creativestand innovators are @Ml out a newadeftﬂon o4f home]endmg
cultgpes and identities into work thaityspeakisitorboith their pas : -
Hahn’ s]en§‘we§t.pﬁm theﬂwwowlds tm@Spl©@8%m@y@?@@t@andtheﬂ@@m@1t1estﬁ@mnav1gat@ Measkhow%heﬂww

ref]eCth

e Ly

Through ph@tograph.@\l

'- a] 1me -.@ 'exph‘@re my. gem* 'e1r1den-_4 ¥
s

model,
digeam. I think being Asian, tr‘g-n%and
Maving blonde hair made me stand out in

You moved From l}ﬂ@lm Komng to Londen im
2019, right arocund the start of the
@@m«.ﬂaﬂ@o How did that afrfect Yyour
experience 1iving in & NEW COUNGRY®

When I moved to London, I dildn’t know;
anyone, and then lockdown happened. It
was tough, but I was also excited=it
wais: my. second timer 1iving abroad, and I
wanted to explore dififerent parts of the
world. I'm quite adventurous .

The pandemic forced me to rethink my
purpose and identity. [ was a fashion
designer and stylist in Hong Kong, and

I worked as a stylist for Topshop when I
first arrived in London. But when I lost
my job, I moved to hospitality, eventus-
ally becoming a host at a nightclub in
Mayfair. In the daytime, I model with
Nevss Model Agency. I Tove being in front
of the camera and itlh@ creative process—
‘ﬂmt@mm@tﬂm@ boards, understanding a
~ team’s vision, @Iﬂ]@ﬂ becoming part of it. I

@m@f;ity much wor mf{ -mpws a @ﬂ@y now=it"s

The modelling industry is always chang-
ing. Seometimes, I feel like I'm just a
product, but I den’t let that define
me. Trends always change so for me, it’s
about building something unique and stay-
ing true to who I am.
When it comes to representing Asian and
LGBIQ+ communitiles, my presence alone
sends a message: we not only exist, but
we can also be successful and thrive.
EV@W when there’s pushback, so many trans
[h@‘ﬂ@ are doing incredible things—espe-
@ﬂ@ Ty in the Asian community. I know so
many talented trans p P‘©ﬁﬂ@ excelling in
their fields, like Porshe Poon, a bril-
liant makeup artist.

[Have you noticed wWays in Which the
long Kong diespora 10 Londom 18

NinilluenGilng f@sl‘mﬂ@m or eulture? If
: s@o wﬂn@{t @z&@ﬂt@g Jou ms‘@ aum it[ﬁ@it‘f?

___';'II notice m@n?@, people fm@m Hong. K@m@"s : _,:' Boa
flashio 4;3@@@@ pg ‘.n to: Lndl@m—] e

gh, but 1 ehiak 1°m bappy. Wit peried Derehe

0 f . I = ,o ‘.
m @1fhmﬁ3 ay man

ender?'Eventua11y I
1S, and I°m rea]]y grate-
ful for that journey. If I had stayed in
Hong Kong, I don’t think I would have had

the space to reflect and grow.

Whait: haisi been youlr proudest momenit
as a model, and what does it mean
to  you to represent the Asian and
LGBTQ+ communities in flashion?

Definitely walking for Rick Owens in

my first Paris Fashion Week show. As a
Paris Fashion Week is always a

a space where I didn’t always see myself

fﬂ1ndﬁn-‘
f:f‘HongAK

ndon S creat1ve 1andscape

ing it into

Which is rea]]y nice to see.

et SToriIes OF DPRFPSPRCLIVES o
you veel are seill undeirrepres
sented  dn the  fashilon dndusitry,
and how do you hope tor change that?

I vagl 11k peeple or Coler, Cirvars

ent body sizes, and gender diversity
are still underrepresented in fashion.
Sometimes, it feels like diversity is
treated as a trend. A few years ago,
there was a real push for inclusiv-
ity—there were more models of different
races, body types, and gender identities
on the runway. But in recent years and
seasons that seems to be fading again. I
hope the industry moves forward towards
real inclusivity and not just following

trendspwhen it 'ﬁonvem‘ ent.
ll
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Tell us what you do.

I'ma milliner specialising in
vibrant, statement hats through my
brand, Awon Golding, and I’'m also
the Head Millinery Designer for
Lock & Co., the world’s oldest hat
shop. In 2018, I Taunched Haute
Dogs Calendar, a charity project
that has raised over £100,000 to
support global dog rescues. This
combines my love for hats and dogs
into a playful but impactful initi-
ative. Haute Dogs features rescue
dogs wearing couture hats by topf;”
milliners, helping fund rescue,
rehab111tat1on and rehoming ._f
efforts. It’s a bit silly, but has
real-world impact!

Share a favorite memory* Sand
something people should ’
know about Hong Kong. t 'l

One of my favorite memories is
sailing back into Central after a
day on a junk boat with friends—
watching the sun set over the sky-
line is pure magic.

Hong Kong is more than skyscrapers
and neon lights; around 40% of its
land is protected country parks.
It’s a paradise for hiking, with
hidden beaches and Tush Tandscapes.
Next time you visit, take a hike!

How has being firom Hong
Kong influenced your _awolRke:
Have you worked withiOANEs
Hongkongers in London?

Hong Kong’s internationall culturel
shaped me. I’m of mixed Indian-g4
English heritage, railsed in a 4
multicultural environment thagt
fostered my curiosity about peopile! T = ] + el

and places. This transilates inelmy, '

designs—joyful, ; : "
everyone.

er
Wun - it’s been incredible to see

how our shared Wootsx1nf1uen©@'our
collaboratilon.

HeANGoes  millinery @flﬂff@m
between l}:]@rrn@ [K@m]@ @lm@] L@@@]@rm‘@

Millinery isn’t b1g in Hong Kong—
hats aren’t part of the culture. In
contrast, London has a strong tra-

dition of hat-wearing, especially
for weddings and racing events.

Tell us whet you doo
I’m a fashion designer

Everyone has their own way of staying
inspired and grounded. Mhat 1118 your cup?

Ciilnemal, museums and most: importantly,

evieryday 1 fiel.

Share a favouri te nemory @iF Hong Kong or some=
thing you want mpil@ %o know about the city.

Tiherers al cinemaitile beauty’ in thel chaos .
Tihe mix: o ditfiferent worllds ifsi what makes:

Hongl Kengl such @ unjilque’ cityi.

Have you worked with other Hongkengers
in Londen amnd do you have any adviee
for these in the diaspera interested im
staying connected with their homes?

Yest I have worked withother Hongkongers
i London,, and there s always a special
connectilon. Tihere’s an unspoken under-

standiing of shared experiences and work
ethilc, whilch brings depth and uniqueness

o colllaborations.

IinWterms of staying connacteels

Ehlait our henes Wi el WwaSHE

my. advice is

agnart of u
but  weWalieY alllserd ilamondsmwikan majn\y, facetﬁ .

[t’s ok tobranch ouit!and expelglence more. .
What’s next folr you?% 3
wﬁ'ﬁéve our solo museum exh1b1@1on coming

up and we will continue to push the bound-
aries for each collection — the next one

1'54l1;n July during Coutu.
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dan@@o act
b ake scuﬂ@tunpu
MM first solo art exhi-
- bition @@Wmed me the name' Lel Fil—
thellthread that connects il my
dilsciplines. I see myselifias both
al pop sptumg;nd the pop: sculp-
o * [4viel tour ;gpw1th LS n:
llijkel Mell &, modelled iin major
" campaiilgnsi, des gned theaﬁﬁﬁaﬁz&é—
tiumest, and, as: a que@r @ndnogynous
artilsit, found my. way*ﬂm@o rag
Races I competed on RuPaul’s Drag
RacenUkiand Canada vsi. the WOr1d—
@?@b‘bﬂy what 1*m mogt known for.

e

Ef SOMEONE W eher [
in Hong Komg for 26 oS, it
are Some m]n@s‘ they havle{{’to Hdo’?
' Tl /
d..‘f_‘_ Sitalkits te Chinese bakery for

charssiilusbo 1o bao, an egg tart,
and congeen —mhem, visit Cheung

. @-m_aou for paste1 co‘]'o'ur‘e@qsytrgets 4
ofetake the cab]e car to the Big

bap.

Buddha on Lantau—there’ 'S a g1ass-
floor option for extra thrills.
Then head back to Céﬁ¢591 or
_aue.Sheung Wan, shop and eat before

- heading up torTherPeak for a night
o

d ’vﬂew I__Use all formsbofttrar%sp%‘#

= Sjalg erry Ram oats ax§iks

'jﬁére s some ﬁh1ng cinematic about
a Tong taxi ride thrdhg@ Hong }
Kong s tunnels and mounta1ns
Ly =
How doe's your Ment1ty as, apliiong
Konggr influence youlr work7

Growing up in a conservative cul- |
ture pushed me to break bounda-

— ries. As the first son, tradition.
says I should®cut my hair short,
but keeping it long was liber- ..
ating. My background gives me a
framework to either align with or =
rebel against. P
Working with Jeff (Hahn) has been
incredible, and I’ve studied
Chinese music to explore a fusion
of my cultures. There.iss a whole
different technique to singing
and vocal placement and I°d love
to collaborate with more Ch1nese
artists!

'Aga there aspects of your indus
Try Wi, Hong Kong that you see miRs
rored=or different=in L.on'd onyaes

The queer scene in Hong Kong is
still developing, and drag culture
is far less established. I hope
it evolves uniquely rather than
imitating Western dragl tfopes;.
There’s so much potentilall to
create something cu]@@?@ﬂ]y RES
and exciting!
L= W
What’s next for you?

I'm working across music, film,
fashion, and costume design—roll-
ing 1ike a stone and gathering
creative moss'tjhjs summer, I’m -
releasing al single I co- wroxe w1th
Cathy Denni's éf%m.ﬁqbet Yoqiow?
_ My Hgﬁﬁmxm‘),-foﬂowed-fbyﬁ _
musical tour. T can t*wa1¢~r\_* =

What do you do.

I’m a lawyer for creators and inno-
vators, specialising in protect-

ing intellectual property rights

and facilitating collaborations

between creative businesses and
individual creators -be it fashion,
beauty, music, publishing or food.
My friend Claire and I also had the
privilege of collaborating with
some of London’s most beloved East
and Southeast Asian restaurants and
chefs on a charity cookbook several
years ago. I have also just launched
a new food venture, baobae
Everyone has their own way of stay-
ing inspired and grounded.

What fills your cup?

A mix of creativity, coziness, and
chaos keeps me inspired. I°m naith
urally a multitasker so I havelto
be quite intentional about stalying!
present in the moment - especifalliiy
when I'm deep in a reiki sessjilont o
cuddling with my cat Mochi.

Share a favourite memoryAoifi HoWGRKEIGE

As a teenager I did a summer
placement at the concierge at§gheh
Peninsula Hotel which was supelf
fun—I met a few of my Cantopop
and J-pop idols through this gjilg®
Regrettably, I have no sense Q"
direction, so I still feel bwd
about the poor tour1sts I may h@W@
misdirected.

'?

What’s something YoU Want
people to know about Hong@*FKong?
For me, Hong Kong is a place where
change and familiarity coalesce.
I Teft over 20 years ago, and when
I visit now, I see a city trans-
formed in ways that often leaves
me very lost. But in Mei Foo, where
my grandparents still live in the
same flat since I was born, time
feels Tike it’s paused just enough.
On my last visit in 2023, I stepped
out to run a quick errand and ended
up wandering back to the fountain
where I used to play as a child. By
the time I returned home, my Por
Por (the sweetest grandma you could
ever imagine), was waiting with my
favourite home-cooked braised duck
with taro, which tasted the same as

it always did. i

What s next for you?

I have also just Taunched a new food
venture, baobae.




What do %@uﬂ do, and what Fi11s
your cup

I"m a DIl and cillasisiilcalll pilanisit,
currentily filnishilng upl producing my
firsit: solllor EP. I pillays aciross cliubs)
and festilvallision weekendst and wolrk
in Graphich Designiand Art: Dilrecition
ait al London agency  during thelweek::

%gm@ a favourite memery of Hong
o

My, gizew) up! it Cheungl Chialus, a
iy, fishiiing Sitsilaind oifii Hongl Konlgl
Her® chiillldhoodl homel overllook's) al
Jlungjller wilthal sitireaml thiat fun's;
thirough it knewnl ais: Pythonl Pond:,
prottected for siftshwillidikikfies My
“Igung (gungk (grandadh used ol sjikt;
ouitsfildel bulrnilngl ilncensereachl nighit,
and werd chat andl kisiten tor seunds|
_firom the forestedihel cicadas were
slo) lleudit Fachy molrniiing Uit beifolrel
sunitsesthel bilrdsiwoulidiwake youlup;
ool It reallillysifst palzadilsientherer

Everyone has their own way of stay-
'ﬂm%y inspired and grounded. [Hhat
Fi11s your cup?

I a big fan of Dub Techne—1%
RlpS ground me when I el Rra
SRInVIEEEd. I grew up in 8 SEESiKlS
o i England called Blackoeeils
Hamolu's) okt sinfifgnitIkisReRandl 111 u -
milnatilonsk onl thelGojlden Miflle. 1*ve
allway/sibeen fascilnaited by neon
Tilghitsts I8 imagine that”s partly
becallsiel @ﬁ Blackpool and also Hong
Kongp; wm@qe every corner used to

14kt ups by, neon| siilgn'si beifolre:
they sitarted to @]ﬂgaamo I feell
ikl youl can Tearnl a 1ot about a
‘II@@@ Dy ‘II@[Pﬂm@ its nighlikfe.
Dirilvilng],, wallking and 1k siteniing to
musiiles inl new o famifkia pilaces [hass)
{@?ﬂm@ys a source off dnspilraitilon
Qi mer.

Have you worked with other
Hongkengers in Lendon, amnd if so,
how has that shaped your projects?

I worked wikthr el Vet 0uit cizew iln
Hongl Kengy, pillayinglar gue'sits mix: e
el FM owgrolnd  radiier sta-
Hilenl Tihey beoked me! fio) al UK evienit
Tarsits siummels I aflisiol me it (Ehirifst (Cho
thizoughiithem, who recenitily jloiined!
me} e my [Reundaitiilont [EMEshiows
Clolllaboraitingfwikth INatty: Wyilahl, who
shiaire's) al siiimiilfalsmirxedt heiktager,
andthe  tallented photiographertdeff
Halhinf hials; esipecifall iy inurtus=
iingl My, debluits sleiller ERM s comiingl euit
sloenl! Tits) al filvelitiracks relllealsel on;
onieloifit my sfavoulriterlabellls: e wilnyil
anddiilgiiktajl, s billendiiingtmy/ pilano
balckgreund wikth' ellecitironjic sounds
and slampiliesi i imy/s voji cel I¥m: pali=
Hilcullapliyssinspiired by 90s ravel,
Hri plhiopk dub and trancel, sor [
these“ellemenit's come thireugh! §inkmy:
tracks! I irecentlyssupposted Dd
Heartstring at thetRoundholser and!
have some nice gigs" lined up, which
I’11 be releasingiover 'socialls
soon. r |

Tellls uist albouith s Bale'sfilanz  Football
C1ubrandswhyASWeultco - founded it.

Baesianz Football Club started
nearly three years ago, growing
out of Baesianz, an Asian art col-
lective and platform co-founded
by mys friends Sarah and Sami. It
all came together casually; one
day, at a mutual friend’s birthday
party, we were catching up, and I
mentioned how much I missed play-
ing football. Before the pandemic,
I had played for an East London

team, but COVID put everything

on pause. I just wanted to play
again.

At the same time, we were talk-
ing about community—specifically,
the Asian creative community

in London—and the need for more
real-1ife connections beyond just
online interactions. That night,
we decided to start a football
club. I’d seen firsthand how
quickly friendships form through
the sport and how much women’s
football was growing.

personal Tife as welll as my crea-
sjve work %

q X 0 &
- shape your creative eQPESSIOmR
3 -] ;. \

~ \\icole
Chui :

¢

Has being in London opened up new
avenues for creative exploration?

Absolutely. London has intro-
duced me to so many people who

move between creative and sports
communities. When I first moved
here 12 years ago, football didnit
feel Tike a particularly inclu=
sive spagce—especially for women,
You’d walk into a pub as al fiemalle
football fan and get quilizzed ikilke:
you had to prove your knowledgel
That’s changed a loit.
Through footbalil, T:velmeit akillo

of Hongkongers), both recentialnmilvi

“als and thoseswhorhadibeenshelse]

FORNEES . 0ne photographer I
worked tnth noved here three years
ago and said his whole neighbour=
hood Teels Tike it°’s starting
OVer. That fresh energy is execit-
ing. I think we’re going to Se@ &
wave of NeYW Creative Voices Trom
%@m@ Kong making cheir nark in she

o

hat makes you feel comnected to
Hong KRong when you°re in London?

Feee 18 & big ones EVEhn SenEEhing
atsisiimpilleMalsEgejilngl ol Chlilniaitown)
Bakery For & bole PEoNEES ne
conneGiteds Mahslenglilst anoither:
Balckehiin 20220 IEwenit ireguilaipilly=it
becameIkilkelfooitballil for mel, @
@@ % @@Uﬂ%%] @ﬂw%syg IP@%UBIP{IT[F] to),
wnerelINcoul[aimeet: peopllier fHrom)
o bt who

L dilfifelrenits backgrounds: b

Ishialrelal culiturRailthiread:

Balesilanz EC all'sorpillay/st a rojllel
We'drerani Asiilaniifiootball ciluby, =3
butiwer il come! firom diififerent
placesf, sorthelre st allways a nat=—
uralexchangel oft culitures. It’s

~ a spacelwhere I can talk about my
“Hong| Kong identifty in a casual way
while allso learning from others.

My ibrother, M@@@Tl@yg' well, (R
and ‘together we embrace our Hong
Kongland Malaysiilan’ roots: - both =
aspects ofi my upbringing have had

an interesting influence on my ’

-
»,

E "E i
T@ﬁ@'i\@e Y AreIST %

SH Hongkonge .

e
1}

Efu o I
_alse an @
- does Deing

Embroidery is such a traditional
crafit=it’s been around forever,

and people associate it with pre-
cision, order, and patience. But

my embroidery is messy, brash,

and disruptive. It’s not about
following a perfect stitch; it’s
about expressing myself freely,
while still respecting the craft’s
history.

In many ways, it reflects Hong Kong
itself—a chaotic, vibrant city
with an underlying sense of order.
I see embroidery as rewriting some-
thing traditional for myself, much
Tike how I navigate my own identity
as a Hongkonger. I take a technique
that’s been passed down for gener-
ations, then push its boundaries

in a way that feels personal and

207



KING KONG S/S 25

What do you do, and what fills your
cup?

I'm an indie-pop artist and model.

Share a favourite memory of Hong
Kong.

I grew up in Hong Kong and moved

to the UK when I was 14, but I

went back all the time. One of my
favourite memories was performing

a solo at the opening of Hong Kong
Disneyland in 2005. I was their
first Child Ambassador, and I got
to sing with legendary singer Jacky
Cheung (GRZK) on live television.

How does your identity as a
Hongkonger influence your work?
Hong Kong has a unique identity

and perspective on life, by being
an international hub that blends
different types of cultures, while
retaining a powerful Tocal fla-
vour. My EP "Deja Vu" tells stories
about growing up between Hong Kong
and the UK. In my 2024 UK tour,

I included a Cantonese song in
every set, something I do in all my
shows. Hong Kong inspires so much
of who I am and how I tell sto-
ries, and its humour is something
that will never Teave me. My music
videos for "Deja Vu" and "Paradise"”
also pay homage to iconic Hong Kong
director Wong Kar-wai, by capturing
beauty through darkness.

VoL 19
Have you worked with other
Hongkongers 1in London, and if so,
how has that shaped your projects?
I have! My creative teams always
comprise of Hong Kong and other
Asian/Queer artists. I've got an
exciting collaboration with Hong
Kong artist Salty Chick (EEX%)
coming out this year - its very
Hong Kong coded. There's a relent-
lessness that Hongkongers have, and
I see it in those I work with—that
eagerness to share our culture and
break ceilings.

What’s next for you?

Come to The Bitten Peach show (@
bittenpeachuk)! It's a queer Asian
cabaret collective that I run
alongside an amazing team that
honours our Asian roots. I'm also
releasing my second EP this year,
with a 1ot of Hong Kong themes, and
hopefully I'11 see you at my shows!

Jason
wan

Tell us what you do.
I’m a dancer, movement director,
and choreographer.

Everyone has their own way of stay-
ing inspired and grounded. What
fills your cup?

Movement—especially for joy and
curiosity—keeps me grounded. I find
endless inspiration in many things,
but I’ve always been particularly
drawn to how relationships and emo-
tions manifest in the body.

Share a favorite memory of Hong
Kong and/or something people should
know about it.

When I was about eight, my dad took
me to the AIA Carnival, which used
to happen only once a year for a
short time. That day, he won me a

Tt ai -

massive wolf stuffed toy, and I
remember feeling so happy lugging
it home.

As for something people should
know—Hong Kong’s hikes are incred-
ible! And if you visit, take the
tramway from start to finish at
least once.

How does your identity as a Hong
Konger influence your work?

Being from Hong Kong shapes every
part of my 1ife—from the food I
Tove to the way I navigate rela-
tionships. It’s hard to pinpoint

®
exactly how it influences my work,
but I think it comes through in
subtle, nuanced ways, sometimes
without me even realising it. On K
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cup?
NI & mekeup artists
.;H? someone Finds themselves JmNom

Rong fbr 24'%@@?8{_what sonel thing
they have to do? =

Eat! Try dim siml, wonton noodles
and as much loeall food as you can.

How' does your ildentity as a
Hongkonger infilllence your work?

It doesn't diregtly shape my work,
but it does inflllence my work ethic
by reminding me §&o work as hard as
I can and treasure opportunities
that come my ways

Any advice youlhawve fior those in
the diasporial§iinide Yrested in staying
connected wg th the1r homes?

llell us what you do.

Gald1 friends oridfamily who are
111ign Hong Keng. Or maybe, watch

['m a writer, communitys ORgRINESE )
and Chinese food cheepileadei®
[ recently publishedimyldebui
non-fiction book, Anl A-7Z i @hﬂm@8@

LA
yOU7 : Food (Recipes Not Inciluded)r¥and
e —— en also ey club cher at
'ng what I’m doing NEERERANd SoutheeaSte Asian Commun

}take on more per- Centre (ESEACCL_ln Da1lstems

I aects ’ \ ! .
- | Shere & favourite nemery of Hong )
{ ¥ ﬂ Kong

Any time spent with my dad. I move’.
to the UK at 11, while he remained
in Hong Kong for the rest of his
1ife. I remember an overcast day
when he took me birdwatching in

the wetlands, followed by dim sum

in Tai Mo Shan. We ate in an old-
school teahouse where they brewed
tea with fresh spring water. A pot
of shui jin oolong that day ignji ted
my lifelong love of Ch1nesqp¢*uf

- L

F RHow'  doe'st SyourSsildeniti ty Salsi i ra
5, Hongkenger infElluenceryollr wolrka sk alvew .
ol workedwikEh either” Hongkongers
il London?

I grew up in Hong Kong until I was
11, but even then,
11ke an outsidenrs

wuth thel dilasporar.

At ESEACC, many’ staff and vojlin-
¢eers are Hongkongers whol hiale)
Tived in the UK for anywherekasom

two to 50/ years. It’s a unilque

our next visit

r % Whialt™'s some hwng 0l want Peop
— “-know abouts‘l-fldong [OeR Ay advie

hthose ing¥he diasperailnEelgelsiFeldisiin
stayw%onnected tElen their hones?
I'd Ti'ke them to understand the
Icomp]ex nuanced and prob1emat1c

way in which its economy reﬂﬂes on
the import of domestic labour, at

the same time as how that Tmbour
force has shaped Hong Kong cul -
tural identity.

: g e 1}

i



Tell us what you do.; &=

We’re the founders offSLJ London
(Sweet Lime Juice), a Juxury fash-
ion jewellery brand based in East
London. Our focus is<on creating
modern, ungendered jewellery that
merges traditional craftsmahship
with unconventional materials. and
3D technology. 12
Everyone has their own way of
staying inspired and grounded.

What fills your' cup?

Inspiration comes from every-

day surroundings—textures on

the street, the way light hits a
surface, and how materials inter-
act. We’re also influenced by
contemporary art, sculpture, and
personal experiences. Cycling to
the studio and deep conversations
over coffee help keep us grounded.

someone  finds themselves in
for 24 hours, what’s
have BOee% IS
like people
Hong Kong?

experiencing a cha chaan teng

or yum cha. Food is at the heart
of Hong Kong culture. Cha chaan
tengs are a fascinating fusion of
Eastern and Western influences,
while yum cha showcases the art-
istry of dim sum. But beyond the
food, it’s the experience—the
waiters may be blunt and fast-
paced, but there’s an unspoken

warmth that’s unique to Hong Kong.

Hong Kong may be small, but its
g]oba] 1nf1uence 1srhuge The

p 1 S
is home'%o 1ncred1b1e ‘talent with
faﬂ‘ﬂﬁ&g Y f

1'dent1ty,f'l s

Growing up in Hong Kong gave us .-
a deep appreciation for con-
trast—tradition vs. modernity,
structure vs. spontaneity. That

I iinidlllience &our
Haye  you worked with
@the HohgRONERrS in [Eoindon ?

duality is woven into SLJ’s
designs, where precise metalwork
meets bold, experimental forms.
We worked with Jeff Hahn on our
AW22 campaign, drawing inspira-
tion from 80s-90s city pop aes-
thetics and a signature shade of
bTue. With our shared cultural
background, he immediately under-
stood the vision, making it one of
our most seamless and rewarding
collaborations.

What’s next for you?

We’re planning pop-ups in Tokyo
and New York, with hopes of
expanding into a full world tour.
SLJ is growing globally, and we’re

. excited for what’s ahead.

Jovyg,

Simpson

Sweet Lime Juice
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Everyone has their own way
of staying inspired and
grounded. What fills your cup?
I'ma film colourist. I stay
inspired by absorbing anything
visually stimulating, be it films,
photography, art, painting, and
nature. Working in London’s cre-
ative industry is invigorating
because you’re surrounded by super
creative and interesting people,
but it can also pull you into a
whirlwind of insecurity, competi-
tiveness and restlessness. I stay
grounded by spending time with
loved ones, meditating, exercis-
ing and having hobbies that don't
involve the internet.

Recently, I also found out that

the Chinese Community Centre in
London does mahjong sessions, and
it’s probably time for me to learn
how to play! With so many new
markets and restaurants opened by
Hongkongers, there are plenty of
ways to stay connected to home.

What’s something you wa&t
people to know about Hong ﬁdng?
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For a small.city with a lot of &
people, it’s easy to go hiking,”
camping or to the beach. You“can
find yourself doing an eight-hour
hike and heading straight back to
the city for hotpot, drinks and
dessert in the evening. I didn’t
realize what a Tuxury that was
until I moved to London.
One of my favourite spots is Garden
Hi11 in Sham Shui Po. You can see
the quintessential Hong Kong city-
scape from there, up high. Not the
prettiest skylines, but it evokes
a nostalgia I cherish every time I
visit.

Are there aspects of your induss:
try in Hong Kong that you see mirs:
rored—or different—in London?
London’s film and post-production
industry is much bigger—it’s a hub
for European filmmakers, the way
Hong Kong once was for Asia. That
status is fading, but in recent

years, there’s been a wave of Hong
Kong creatives doing really cool
things, despite budget constraints
and lack of government support.
There’s subtle differences in the
visual styles people favour in

Hong Kong and London, which I find
interesting, but what they have in
common is both industries are fast-
paced, with people that work very
hard. Having grown up watching a
lot of Hong Kong and Asian films,
that visual style is burned into
my brain and I always try to inject
a bit of that sensitivity into my
work, whether I'm conscious of it
or not.




you tell us about

Territories Tmﬂ ning,
you started 1t®
tf L

need to create something meaningfiul
outside my work as an artist and
designer. It combines my passion
for uplifting my people with phys-
ical training, and Chris embodies
both passions. We made some tees,
set a date, and got started.

Chris: Fitness is important to us,
and we wanted to create a community
where people could build confidence
and get fit mentally, physically,
and emotionally.

Lee: The name has a double meaning—
it’s a nod to our heritage, coming
from Hong Kong’s New Territories,
and also about starting a posi-
tive journey, whether in fitness or
mental health.

What does a typilcall tirainiing sess
silon loeks Thker, and how! st it dilfis
fierent firom other fikEnesist groups?
Chris: We start with a warm-up,
then focus on calisthenics skills—
like handstands, pull-ups, mus-
cle-ups, or front levers—followed
by a group workout session with no
egos, just support.

Lee: Our slogan is “Love, Gains &
Energy,” and it sums up our com-
munity. We’re militant but in a
wholesome way. NT is the only ESEA
men’s group in London as far as I
know.

Why is it important to have
spaces for East and Southeast
Asian men in fitness and sports?
Lee: NT’s power comes from the
unity among ESEA men. We often fit
into others’ spaces, but NT is

made for us, catering to our unique
needs. It’s a place to write our
own narratives and build community.
What inspires you outside of
calisthenics?

Chris: It’s about helping others,
staying active, and being around
people with good energy. Alone time
is also important for

staying grounded.

Lee: My family and my creative work
inspire me. As a father and hus-
band, I’m 1living one dream, and

{ ¢ i
nity flor East and Southégst‘Asian
men. After the pandemic, I fe]trthe'

my art and NT world are my other
passion.

How, do you enisiulRe iNEIUSTiVA
ity in thie I CESS SPECRY
Chris: New members sometimes find
the sessions intimidating, but
they’re always surprised by the
supportive community. Everyone
helps each other, regardless of
personality. It’s a space where we
coexist in harmony.

Lee: It’s about stepping out of
your comfort zone.- It’s not for
everyone, but here, you get respect
for trying, not just for being the
best.

Where does the group go to unwind?
Both: We love to eat! After ses-
sions, we hit up restaurants, fast
food spots, or host BBQs in the
summer. We also support each other
at events.

L@G& : ; %:*'lt@':
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