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EDI1ITORIAL

This issue consists of papers written in response

tc the paper by Iesa G. Bhivii "Pegrania : The Class
Struggle Continues", issued by the lnetitute of Develop-
ment Studies at thi University., As our readers will

immediately realise this is 2 continuation of a debate
thaet has been going on in this Journal end elsewhere.

The purpose of the debate hae been to clarify the
many issues that have arisen since the promulgation of
the Arushs Declaration which proclzimed socislism as its
goal., There is no doubt that the proclamation of the
Arusha Declaration at the beginning of 1967 was a very
important landmark in the political development of the
country. It was so principally because of the zeal and
interest whicc the Declaration aroused emong the Tanzanian
people - the youth in particuler - to start thinking
seriously about socialism.

Since 1967, the pace that hae been made in terms of
clearer understanding of the issues and implications
of socialism have been quite encouraging. It will be
recalled that initially the enthusiesm hinged upon the
nationalisation of foreign capital. The facts of
exploitation and domination of the masses by capitelists
were unmasked and popularised among the people - who in
turn responded most enthusiastically to the call to
stamp out all forms of exploitation and domination.

Increasingly, however, awareness has dawned upon
the enthusiasts that nationalization by itself does not
necessarily end explotfation and domination. On the
contrary, they may simply take & new guise while they
remain intact in essence - indeed, they might even be
accentuated.

On the ohe hand, the struggle against the bureacqera-
tic oppression waged so galantly by the workers in the
last three years ' 1 has been a direct manifestation
that nationalization has not handed over to them the
reins of control of the nationalised institutions. On
the contrary, alreawratic class has grown in size and
strengthened its grip on the working people - thus
shifting the very process of liberation which the Arusha
Declaration and the MWONGOZO particularly called for.

On the other hand, the increasing unmasking of
the exploitation that goes on under the cloak of joint
ventnres, manaéement and consultancy agreements,
t rade marks and patents, tomrism, foreign trade and loans
and so on, has brought home the point that exploitation
can take many forms which at times can be very subtle.
Hence, the necessity for vigilance and rigorous analysis
of all policies and measures.

This we consider to be the greatest contribution
of both, the Arusha Declaration and the MWONGOZO in
Tanzania : they have exposed to the people the realities
of capitalism and socialism.

That is where the importance of this debate comes
in. These realities must be further analysed and exposed.
Comrade Shivji's first contribution "Tanzania : The
Silent Class Struggle" was a venture in that direction.
It was first published in "CHECHE" (1970) & journal
jointly produced by the University branch of the T.Y.L.
and the now banned University Students African Revolution-
ary Front (U.S.A.K.F.)., The author at that time was a
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ptudent t the Unlvereity, §H 'tm trstandicy 2isngrecaentp
ver detail, the basie 19€a8of TLe fiient Clane B8trugals

Y“rt'.~',vv:'tlt geners) 1declugleal &8 ;7’”f’d‘f'f75”4*?77
studarte and etaff on the campud ¢ & euleinstion “f ¢

than Lhrec years of ideologleu] debnte sy trugeles,

AR paper attempted to eome Lo grips wita eod anslyee

the contemporary dnclom=eeonmie chagges in Terxanie

Jeing Marxiet metnodolegicael tuole,

lecdlenp to sy toet the response 1% poceived wal
qixed, Gome byresucrate In the ¢i%y looked uprn £t with
inmiatakable hoetility whilet othere thought i1t wai
rskeing pon-existent igsuee elrnce, sccordings t- them
thepe are no elagsed in Tanzenis A4 heace/{s *ut absurd
o talk of n clase etruggle; ellent or otnerwisel At the
University it wae welcomed, but not uneritically by
progressive students and etaff whilet others cast
suspicious, if not hoetile, looks on it. The 1denleogicaml
eituation on the campus at that tine was one of Opar,
polarieed confliet. Soclalist ldeas cpenly came into
eonflict with bourgeois ideology - both in the clase~room
and outside.

It is understandable thet the non-progreasgcive
cpposed it because they thought it telked about the
*gbeminable” concept of "class struggle". But it g
paradoxical that the widespread support it received from
21l shades of progressive opinions wee perhaps, because
it did not very much talk about class struggles in
tenzania ap euch (some progressives were happy to note
shat the clasgs struggle being talked about wes in fact
s silent one!)

But the title was misleading for the theme of The
=ilent Class Struggle was to nnalyse the nature of the
Tinks of the Tenzania economy with the international
capitalist system. It dealt with the changes in the
forms and content of these links following the launching
~f the Arusha Declaration. More specifically, it examined
the nationalisations of "commanding heights" of the
economy that had taken place. What wae the overall impact
of these netionelisations and in what manner did they
affeect the direction of development of the Tanzanigh
economy? Broadly speaking, the conclusion reached by
The Silent Class Struggle was that only the forms but not
The topence of the links with international capitaliem
nad enanged., Instead of nationalization leading to dis-
engagement from the neo-colonial web, the trends were
towards furtner entanglement through devices euch as
partnerships and menagement agreements with the multi-
national corporations, The paper argued that under such
cipcumstances, nationalization of means of production was
not equivalent to their socialization but to further
underdevelopment end expropriastion of the surplus from the
economy. In brief, The Silent Claps Struggle analysed
sacnomic structures but did not seriously attempt a class

analysis of the Tanzanian situation.

"Panzania : The Clase Struggle Continues" in & sense
fiils in that gap. But 8 not exactly a complimentary
wark, For although, the basic ideas of The Silent Clags
gt le nre consldered to be gtill valid, someé O 8
aralysts is either modified or rejected. In the present
work, the autnor makes the pioneering attempt §a explain-

ihe sooial and economic events and trends in Tanzania
in terme of class etruggles.
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The initial sections clarify and elaborate the
Marxist concepte of claes end class struggle .
These concepts are divested of their mechanistic and
atatic interpretationes and are scen ap dynamic and
dialectical categoried of profound importance for botn
the theory and practlce of revolutionary struggle, In
the later sections theme concepts are used to explaln trhe
recent history and the present day trends in Tanzanie,

The analysis is both provocative and controvereial, -
But so far, it has only been accorded a cooll reception,
This may be due to inadequate circulation but mainly 1¢
ig due to the politically sensitive nature of the conternis
In an atmosphere of uncertainty the best tactic is to 3
appear disinterested! Even amongst those who either clatn
to be or are genuinely sympathetic towards the struggle
for socialism, the response has not been encouraging.
This is definitely a reflection of the low level of
ideological debate at the University of -Dar es Salaam.

Absence of debate about relevant issues of the day ig
s conmequence of political opportunism and can only lead
to ideological stagmation. ~"The Class Struggle Continuegw®
needs to be critically examined and thoroughly discu&sed,
It is for this reason thdt we take pride in bringing out
this issue containing commentaries on Shivji's paper-
We believe that by opening our pages to this long drawn
end still on going debate, we have made our contribution
though humble - to this clarifichtion.

As has always been the case, there will be those Who
will level all sorts of charges against us. Such people
would like to see everyone cowed down and refrain from
discussing the most important issues of:the day.. ..-—— -

This is not surprising at all.” Yet socialism entaile
class struggles as manifested in all aspects of social
life - theoretical and ideological confrontations included,
Hence the debate must continue!

AREKEREKR X R RIS WL G S



"REVIEW OF TAdZALIA: Tl CLASS STHUGGLE CONTINUES®

by A.?2. Mahiga

Tanzania: The Class S5trugile Continues by Issa Shivji
is another paper (103 pages) continuing and elaborating the
class analysis of Tanzania begun in his carlier thought provoking

| pmaper Tanzania: The Sllent Class Struggle.

It is one. of the several contributions to the on going
debate on the theory and prgctice of socialist construction in
Tanzania.

The paper is divided into four parts (a) The Theory
of Class Struggle and Its Applicability to Africa (b) Class
Relations in Tanzania (c) Class Struggles in Tanzania: The
Rise and Consalidation of the 'Bureaucratic Bourgeoisie'
(d) The Beginnings of the Praletarian Line.’

v I

The first part is a brief but lucid clarification of
Marxist concepts and methodology of arolysing sccial reality
which have been misungdertood; or deliberately distorted by
anti- Marxist 8cholars, The author states from the outset
that the essence of class struggle which is the basic theme
of the paper'is a struggle of, social classes for the control
of state power; hence the obyipus fear by the ruling class
of this approach of apalysing society. The concept of class
is examined in both dimensions as the ownership of the means ' .
of production as well as the relations of production which
include contrgl and the manner of appropriating and disposing /.
of surplus, The latter aspect is often overlooked in the
definition of classes thus, .preempting the historical and
political dynamism of Ma.rxlsn;1

Class Struggle is often identified with violence by
bourgeois scholgrs.and ,  opposers of Marxism, The paper
dispels the misconception,, A distinction is madé between class
struggle in a revolutionary and nom-revolutionary situation., .-
In the former situation, the classes are aware of their class
interests and solidarity which has been inculcated through
education and organization,,, It manifests itself in an intense
political struggle for the vontrol of state power, Violence
may be involved in such a struggle; it is rare for the ruling
class to willingly surrender -its power; but V1olence for thef
sake' of it is not necessary, N ¥

. 7/« Ina non:renlqlutlonary situation whore political '
conscionsness is low, class struggle exists and manifest itseilf
in a low key manner usually at the level of economism only,
The authpr does not give examples of such class struggle in

a non-revolutionary situation, but such clashes are common
occurrgnces in.any factory or 1ndustvy between employers and
employees. They take the form of trade union demands or
individual differences between on employer ~and an employee.

While on this topic of class consciousness, the author
could have touched on the conspiracy by the ruling class ‘to
dampen and stifle class consicioysness of the oppressed people
by counter revolutionary propaganda and sabotage., This is
a pertinent issue in ecxplaining the absence of revolutlons in-
situations whevre there are obv1ons class contradictions as in
Western Europe and North America. Such machinations have
worked, but their effect is only to pcstpone the' p011t1ca1
= truggle s ey p {
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[he Falsity of debating whether Marxism is applicuhiz,
or inapplieable in this or that situation is soundly dismissea
in the paper. Marxism is a scientific method of analysing
social reality valid for all time and space, - The author tackiy
the question of relevance of Marxism in Africa, He refutes
the arguments that capitalism in Africa has not devolopod and
that sinee development is low in Africa, the jssue is product i,
not distribution therefore Marxism is errelevant! Through
colonialdism and subsequent imperialist 1nchroachment, the
author contenas Africa has become an appendage of interna tionas)
capitalism, it is on the fringes of capitalism and that 1s why
it is underdeveloped. An underdeveloped economy has its own
capitalist characteristics which give rise to its own clags
patterns, They do not identically cerrespond with '‘the classes
in the mature capitalist countries of the metropoles, but
they are classes all the same whose existence and relations hay,
been fashioned by intornational capltahsm. .

It is not correct to claim that pre-colonial Africa
was classless, A critical examination of any traditional = ~
African society would reveal varioys foms of dominant domina teg
relations among the diffent soc1a1 strata o " The onslought of
capitalism accentugted or t‘rasformed and in spme cases
obliterated those strata. and gave rise to new forms 'of classés,
I belisve, however, that certain attitudes of the pi‘e -c¢olonial
gociety have per51stcd into the’ contemporary times after the
pre-colonial base has been supplanted by capitallsm. ‘It is a
historical fact that values and attitudes of a preceeding
historical era do linger and continue to influence ideas and
behaviour of the new era, Feudal attitudes lingered into
the era of capitalism and bourgeois valuesand attltudes do
not only prevail in . socialist countries but they ' are i tent
enough to cause concern to socialists. . 85

The precolonial attitudes of mutual obllgatlon ‘in
society, duty to work by every menbgr of society ax)d worKing
together still persist and influence’ the behaVJ.our and -
relations of most people in the rural’ areas. These attltﬂdes
would have little chance to surviTe ‘for a long tlme ‘When
brought face to face with capitalist modé ‘of productlon and
relations., But since capitalism only mqrgmally affected the
rural areas in Tanzania, prh-colomal attltudes st111 uu'vrre.

ey The ipre- colon1a1 attltudes are what we call U amaa

in Tapnzanie, The three prlnclples of U,]amatar outlmed above,
do not. contradict the basic principles of . socialism’ aﬂ:hough
they are weak in the distribution aSpects of Soclal sm.
There is. nothing un-Marxist to capitalize on and 1ncorporate '
Ujamaa attitudes into the. socialist programme provi qed we .
graft those attitudes on a genuine socialist base in the context
of m_odem technologyu ‘ ; g

boer The author contrasts the character1stics 'of classes” :
in Africa and those in the metropolitan capitahét countries,
The petty hourgeoisie is the ruling class in Africa. ‘Unllike
the petty bourge0151e in classical Marx1an llterature, the ;
African, type controls state power. although it’ does not control
the economy,, The state maintains lew and order and i8 the '
custodian of foreign economic interests. The politlcal base



LB vuling class in Ao 1s the underdeveloped evonomy,
LamRat gveremphasize the political control which the
WY bourgeolsie has on the state, The control is not
Sal, often it has to be sanetioned and proped up by cutside
Wmaexrs which control the economy, In effect, the iAmpérialist
RS FS vule by proxy in Africa through thelr suservient clients,
f& PeLty bourgeoisle,
Conflicts do arise sometimes between the petty
rergeoisie and their metropolitan bosse® over the management
! the economy, They range from simple sdewiderstandings
I S@xious breaches of relationg when the appropriation and
fpropriation of profits is interferyod with. Since the
1ationslup is that of a patron and a client, the outcome of
onflict between the two often’results in a reversal of poliey
a Coupdetat in favour of the patron. If the ruling class
Pprogressive and courageous enough and is out for'a showdown,

f
1
I may be the beginning of disengagement from imperiaiist |
fatches,

The ;small size and weak consciousness of the proletariat

m Africa is ackmowledged by the author, but he also reckons
he significant role which the workers played during the
mdependence struggle, It is wrohg, the 2uthour tell us, to -
gsume that a socialist revolution can only be brought about
w a large developed working class, There are more peasants !
han workers in Africa; there are, in addition, the lower
=rata of the petty bourgeoisie who are potentidlly revolutionary,

socialist revolution can come about by the alliance of” ‘theée

dasses led by Eroletarian 1deologx

The rural base of most wage carners in Africa
mhances the forging of an alliance between the workers and
he peasants, By the same token, the rural connections of the
mling classes in Africa, their ethnic @ ffiliations and
mtionalistic appeals have tended to vitiate and temporarily
w=mouflage the ccntradictions between the workers and peasants on the
s hand and the petty bourgeoisie on the other, This o
metor ought to be taken into consideration when discussing.
Zasses and class struggle in the African setting. The'/paper
lBes not, el A

Another factor worthy of consideration when
rTticulating proletarian ideology in Africa and the Third world.
S a whole in the post-independence era, is to concretime ' |
mperialism after the colonizers have physically 'departed's .~
B2 people contmue to see the symbols of American-or British . |
mperialism in the form of their factories and manufactared '
mods, but it is an impersonal relationship out of which an
=dinary peasant or worker cannot make an immediate connection: .«
Ath imperialism as he was'able to d6 with the colonizer., The. '~
mmediate target ought to be tht petty bourgeoisie who is vidd
Be visible local agent of imperialism, Sometimes we get too
reoccupied with the external factors at the expense of internal
mes which external forces have to opernte with,

' The author concludes the first part by a critique
£ the concept of elite/mass dichotomy, It is a valdd TR
bservation, I think the critique against the concept of elite
& at the same time a critique of the concept of mass which
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the guthor continues to use in the paper,. We cannot @pesic
of masses without implying tho existence of elites. o

part tws of the paper deals with class relations in
post independence Tenzania, It is introduced by an analysis
of the vertically integrated oxport orionted colopiBl econcmy
of Tanzania, The peripheral nmature of the economy and hence
its underdevelopment is well spelled out. The accumulation
of commercinl capital without its transformation into ‘
industrial capital is taken as the single‘important characterias,
of a vertically integrated export oriented economy. The
argument of the author that by the time of independence the
Tanzania cconomy had more or less been integrated in the
capitalist system is oversketched., There were vast rural
areas which were hardly touched by the cagh economy neither
as exporters of migrant labour nor as food producers for the
plantations, :

Underdevelopment in colonies doos also include
the tetal neglect of certain areas which are either too expensi,
to open up or arerot of immediate bemefit to:the colonial
economys A good part of south.western and south eastern
Tanzania fell into this category. The peasantazat on of these
areas, i.,.es the tying of these areas to intgrng_t;ional
capitalism was completed after independence. i i

The class eategories in Tanzania .ar: debatable,
The distinction between the Asian commercial bourgeoisie and
the African petty bourgeosie may be a useful.approach of
understanding the class ramifigations in Tanzania. But they
can both be classified under the general rubric of petty —
bourgeoisie., Although the two perform different functions
in the economic and political realms, they are.essentially
appendages to the nokopolitan bourgeoisies The relationaship
between the two groups has been dominated by conflict rather
than cooperation except in few cases where an alliance,}va:S.
perceived to be of nutual benefit to both. The gonflicts
are {ntra-class, they appear to be separate class e !
antagonisms because of the chasm of colour:.and race, which
has kept them separate and distanb. v

It is true that the Asian bourgeoisie had proper'tly
but no political power in both the colonial and the post
colonial periods but it is questionable to argue that
nit did not nor did it expect to partake of political rule"
(p. 42) The Asiah community did not attempt to acquire .
political power but it acted asu.a strong political pressure
group on the colonial government, It was capable of . | ..,
influencing legiolation in its favour, it opposed TANU by. :
withholding its membership and support. U.T.P had;several.
Asian' supporters and sympathisers. e

§39 fp M i T oo !
After independence; Asians showed considerable :
interest ‘in TANU politics, They stood as condidates for ;,
parliament, Some were elected too. : The interest in politics
under the banner of TANU was a continuation of the pressure
group politics similarto that played under the colonial
rule, but this time they had to l1dentify themselvos with the
ma jority lof sthe people - the Africans, At the some tine thure

oA (T 25 LIRS
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an a proliferation of charitable domations by the Asian

PSsmsunity for differont projects as gestures of good will and
RO POrt to the independent govermment of lanzeanin, The
FRSmations coupled with'gifts' to prominent fndividunle were
SEFtainly not without political pay offs,

Tho Asians could nct afford to be politically
WPAthetie, Concern for their communal fdentity and the
wivtection of their commercial Intorests necessitated shrowd
poelitica) moves which to an ordinary observer appeared
waft=palitical, Had the Asians dpened the door to admit
WEPiring African petty bourgeoisie into the commercial rackat,
there would not have been a seriqus conflict between the two
&TOups, PBeforc the Arusha Declaration the Asians had exercised
«idugh levergge on politicians and senior bureaucrats to
continue their domination of the commercial sector, There was
= ®Wushrooming of Asian sponsored light industzies some belonging
®2 financial magnates such as Madwmi and the Aga Khan,

pat A small number of Africans were offered token
directorships in some of the concerns, but the majority of the
“b=ccowing African tradérs were jelously excluded, The only
elternative they hid was .to!seek.the assistance. of the
governmgnt to promote their commercial ambitions. Among the
&SPiring African businessmem were politicians and oivil
servants, Fortunately the Arusha Declaration began to deal a
blow to both groups. The Asians are feeling the actual weight,
their economic interests have been affgcted, but for the majority
of the Africans the Declaration whittled their aspirations :
which had not fully coume to fryition,

!

The author observes that at the time of_‘.inpllependem:ékl,'l
there was not a kulak class of any,political significance, 6 There
were, however, prosperous- farmers in the Moshi, Bukoba and
Rungwe areas who were potential Kulaks, There was not any
conflict to speak of before the Arusha Declaration between the
Bulaks and prosperous farmers on one hand and the bureaucratic
bourgeoisie on the other, Most of the bureaucrats were sons
=nd daughters of the farmers, they ploughed back some of their
Loldings to improve and consglidate their family holdings,
Agricultural extension services,.credit and marketing facilities
were given as priorities to prosperous farmers, After
acquiring a house or house for rent most politicians and senior
civil servants were embarking on land speculation and ownership
as absento® landlords, The Arusha Declaration and the Leadership
Codeicontained. those budding ventures.

The author gives sound reasons why the petty -
bourgeoisic in Tapgania was most suited to lead the Uhuru ;=
Struggle in additigon to the immediate material gains whi¢h =
thay expected torget, It is also correct to regard the uhuru,
struggle as some form of class struggle, The entire colonized
pebple are one class against the colonizer class. The force
of nationalism covers up, at least for sometime, class cleavages
which exist among the colonized people, This factor explains
why in most cases the people accgpted unreseryedly the leadership
of the petty bourgeoisie although they had no progressive social
ang economic menifestos, In spearheadihg the uhuru struggle,
the petty bourgeoisic played & progressive rcle, It created
= situation which would unveil and expose the internal
contradictions in the former colonies,
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Although the author maintains that burcaucratic
baurgeolsie in Tanzania vas not anti=capitalism soon after
independence, %o have to admit that it certainly pursusd
a radical foreign policy which was anti-imperialistm| The
confrentation with a particuler imperialist country (in the
Tanzanian case - Britain) rather than with collebtive Lmg, .
lism as o whole is undorstanderbles Since the cdlonizer hagq ™
more linkages with the colony than any'bther impdrialis b powe .
there were bound to be more points of friction, ¢ :

I . '] 3

It did not take long however, for the Tanvanian leas.,
to pealize that a meaningful radical foreign policy had to
tackle imperialism in totality. In a space of two years
Tanzania had sericus diplomatic conflicts with Britain, the
U.5,A, and VWest Germany, The radical foreign poliey of ‘the
mid-sixties served as a useéful means of politicizing 'the
pro-western and :ﬁ:dt‘hc‘ti‘c sections of the bureaucratic bourgesy.
and the people as a whole against all forms of ‘Foreign dominag,
particularly in the economic sphore; That awareness increaseqg
the appreciation of the ’A’m's_ha'Dgxclaration'{dhbh it ‘came in 1967,

In the ‘paper, the authdr expresses disappointment at
the failure of the African leadership to go beyond the "seekir,
of a political kingdom" when demanding for independence, "He .
admits that even the most progressive among them could not see
beyond Fabianism, Today, some of them are getting closer ' -
to Marx, As time went by, the challenge of grappling with
underdevelopment, has revealed the reality of the situation,
They have come to realize that the political Kingdom alone ang
a radical foreign policy are not ‘adequate weapons against
imperialism; social and economic transformation on socialist
lines is a' must, This outstanding ability to leafrn’and
underdtand the forces of ‘explcitation and to make @ genuine
attempt to deal with them should not be ‘understimated especially
in the Tanzanian contextg’ ’ ; TLIRY Gekgy &

The ability and will of the leadership to continue
learning from social r_'e__'_ality and ‘the experiences of other
people and to mintain i¥s'commitnent to pursue a socialist
liné 1s a crucidl factor in the socialist transformation' of
‘Tanzania. To luon from abelal vedlity ond tc apply the ocTreet idees i
tho oosaree . tho ‘scf!._entﬁié Jprroach to social problems, T

: " The clasd struggle''between the bureaucratic bourgeoisie
and the comercial buurgeoisie in the third section of' the -
paper is well argued and substantiated. ' The citizenship bill,
the drive towards Africanization of-:the civil service and the
encouragemént of mrketing cooperatives wére ‘measures ’
primarily aimed against the Asian businessmen, There were also
elements of m'cial overtones in the struggle. '‘The few -
African traders in the’ country who had’ "made it"'like the Asierns
were often spared and sometimes given the protection of: the
;gpvex;r‘)mént._;ls‘lb‘gans 1iké "sisi kwa sisi®, “"Mwafrika store”
etc,. yé‘rzligl‘vog‘ue at this time and African peasants'and
;workers u!,'{letﬁJ out to support the up-coming 'African businessmen

‘simply because’ théy were black, = The Africans took the’
opportunity under the umbrella of the government to register °
théir disgust at the racial praotices of the AsiAW community.

It was a 'm_i:il.‘d d;S’gggt anyway,

T
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in the struggle between the bursavertic bourgeaisle
, e commoreinl bourgeolsie, the former did not sake wwh
psay Defore the Amusha Declaration, Tie commercin] bourgesisie
wall antrenched and subtle enough to counteraet 2nd
gralize the measures introduced by the government against
m. They continued to gominate the comereinl sector amd i
‘Taence the government in their faveur,

One notable feature during this time is the apparent
j@nce of a clear cut struggle between the peasarnts and
kers on one side and the petty bourgesisie on the other,
e were, of course, numerous isclated incidents at
(ividual level, but no concerted class confrgntation. The
we of nationalism, the racial appeal against the Asian
punity and the absence of & proletarian ideology are among
) factors which gave rise to deceptive harmony between the
rkers, peasants and the petty bourgeoisie,

The author draws our attention to the Turner Report
jeh claimed that the workers were prospering at the expense
the peasants, This was certainly a case of driving a wedge
fween the workers and peasants in the fight against
ital, The major issue which should have been raised was
y widening gap between the urban and the rural areas, The
poning of the sarplus from the meagre peasant incomes into
pan centres did not directly benefit the workers, It went
to developing the urban infrastructur¢ to serve the forei
ped industries, to pay the fat salaries of the bureaucratf::
argeoisie, to build their posh res;Ldential quarters and to
pance imported couswmer' goods to neeF tpel; expensive tastes,

The minimum wage for the workers. %vas not enough to carry
vorkers family for a month and saving was imposdblo, At the
g When the minimum wage was set, a, fresh. graduate earned
p times as much as a f.:lictory worker e.part from the other
punera tions which the g‘raduate had and the worker. did not,
¢ fresh graduateé COmplained of' "those big people who earned
ree or four times more than him but did not have as much
rmal education as'he did", The 1itt1q which the workers were
id constituted a tiny portion of the total value of their
bour, Most of the surplus wad taken by the capitalists,
¢ Turner Report distorted the truth and misled us by suggesting
tt the workers were explciting the peasantse.

In the fourth section the uthqr summarizas the significonce

‘the Arusha Declaration and the Leadership Code. He describes,

! Leadership Code as "a self-t’estraint on the part of the

reaucratic bourgeoisie’ rather than a measure imposed from

low," The observation is correct, The' COde would have had

% success if the people below had the power to enforce

| provisions. The Arusha Declaration is also a 'socialist

¥ print from above' for the majority of the people. Ve

ied earlier that among the petty bourgeoisie there can be

¥ people who are progressive and revolutionary. Marx,

lin and Castro were not workers or peasants but they embraced

| articulated a proletarian ideology and committed their

dire life to the liberation of oppressed people.
When an ideology comes from above as the Arushu

Jarabion and the Leadership Code did, it is abgolutely
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a ple in ths shky, Mhmn the Party (¢ i) g bed the & rus i
Declaration and We Lesdership (ade, it derlored It ¥y be

for the enef it af bhs e aples  Conasldugalia wlferta Iuve o
made to bnvolve bhe pespls b desisdon meking and contrsl od
the various nationsl Institutione, Continsus APLENSiIve oo iy @
education spenthaded by tdeologionlly somitted politicsd
eadran aught to we acriously tsken by the Isrty.

Wo are ebil) fgr foeom the poeinlist goals which
wo lave sot, The swans We umploy to resch 1ha ‘ohl‘ are
debetable and sometimes quostionsble, Ve hayvy beep diseppone,
4t some of the cubeomse in our experiment, but pome of these
shorteomings ennnet bhe avialded In this perioed of transitium,
There are no ready meds anavers and sven Lf there were, thoy
nead to be applied to a situation which is different from
situation X or Y, HNevertheless, we should ndt be complicent
and use the exouss of bedng In a transitional stage to syoid
the challenge of making the expsriment suoccued. Ve cannot
afford either, to be ara-chair orities without gotting
involved Into practical problems,

Ihe philesophienl formulation of the Arusha Declaraticsy
touches op the hasle ldeals of socialism, Tt eondemns the
exploltajion of one cless by anothey, 1t admits the existence
of clasaps In Tangania and therefore the existence of class
struggle, Tt proposes that tp build apd maintain spcialism
the wa jor means of  produption apd exchange ought to be owmed
and gontro by the workers and peasants, It also stresses
that the rullng Party should be a Party of workers and
peasnnts, If the Arusha Declaration has turned out to be
merely radical state intervention in the economy and has led
to the consolidation of the bureaucratic bourgeoisie as the
author points out then the fault has arisen during the
fmplementation process,  Dlatorted and confused implementation
may in the long run, lead to distortion of the bgsie , .
formulations, It is therefore necessary to continue plabormtiny
on the basle principles in order to expose loophnles and
distortions which arise¢ in the implementation, :Shivji's. paper
is a contribution to that endeayour, ] il e P ’

i i R UG ST J g ¥’

The impact of the Arusba Declpration,on the commercial
bourgeoisie makes an interesting reading. Its disintegration
ean be ngticed .even by the most casual observery; The extent
to which it was entrenched into the economy was felt when .
it almost wrecked the ecopomy when it was being uprooted, ..

The after Arusha pollcies were succeading while the previons
ones had faileds The Declaration affected the Afrvican petty .
bourgeoisie as well, including the politico- administrative
type who were hranching off,into business, They were
frustrated, buf unlike some of the Asians they cannot leave the
country nox do  they have enough resources to oppose the
government, i re

tdhen cadd #

The fagt that a section of the bureaucratic bourgeoisie
was able to come out with a poliecy which 1s against its own
interests and aspirations shows that the Arusha Declaration
goes beyond the interests of that class, Deprived of the
opportunities to engage in bga;neu, the bureaucratic
bourgeoisie's security lies in priserving the status quo,
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wrally one wonld o » walcome menaures which

waten its present posi'ion] towover, the msjority of tha
wavcTratic bourgoolale looks nervyvs aud frcscure, The
reaa ive part of{¢ ivnide throe fiwld 47 evelving an

"an‘?e with the workers and, peasints winleh is'A threat’ te

; maJority of them,, The fliture trerd 4+ socinlism' in
wwania will depend on the outeoks of 'the contés’ betvween the
gresSsive section ’ of “the bureuu"ra'h buux‘ualﬂ‘o in allisnce?
i the peasants and the workers aif onb Tnd and thé bulk of

j bPureaucratic bourgeoisio which \,nnta to' congglidate itself
the other, R ey

The distinction Betweon the dtatis jus ‘buresuoratie
prgeoisie and the Pr’ogressivo bureaucsatic bourgeoisie is
ry important. The latter has porsistdhily advecated a

rialist 1ino a]t‘xough of a gradualist- mture.
i g

This gr«mp has given the Arusha Declamtion a dynamic
practer, From mere natiomalization of some industries and
pancial institutions in 1967, the Party lavached "Ujamaa vijijint,
rkers participation, Mwongozo and the latesf programme to

pin Party cpdfes. The Success of thode pt’ogrames may

L1 shoxrt of of our expectations. but they shéw that therermni !

g been a group which has been pushing for a socialiat lind, 1o~
L ¥

Contrary to the llne adopted bylthe progressive
reaucratic bourgeoisie, the status quo bureaucratic bourgeoisie
s been scared of radical sociaBist policiesi ‘Whlle shouting
@ rhetorigc of socialism, it has flagrantly. ‘¢iolated the -
aoershiﬂ Gode, i{ has resisted’ al?d frystratédiworkers partici-
tion, ,1‘(; s used ujamaa vula es o acqu:ubhindi\ridualL
ans e c..L 'One thing it would'not do- ﬂs,,to’)p&blicly oppose

cialism for under thls‘banner g gets all’ the spoils it needs,
HE ¥

. We cannot dispense with the sta'cus quo ‘bureanératic
urgevisie, It has the know how which is éssentidi‘for
y to day running of the state machinery. It comiards
wer and influence over policies and decisions which it econ
e tb promoté’its interests, One of the effective ‘ways to
eck and céhtrol it is for-:the Party to give power.to the
ople on "$he’ lines of"' M\Vdngozo, It is no merel coincidence
At Mwongozo is one of the most feared documents and the
st distrorted ong py‘ the: status quo bureaucratib:. bourgeoisw.
FOHY ¢ : v fom
mongoao WS ‘ﬁ,’landma*'k in the effort by the’ brogressive
reaucritic bourgeoivie to transfer power to the é 3 le. It
S a victory over the status quo bureaucrats and a | ec1sive
liticizing document over. the peoplo. Like the Arusha -
claration, it was a set’of proposals from abovée but
Ruinely devised by the people below ." The workers for
ample, have understood and ar‘cepted it enthusiastically,
has heightened their concibusness s1gnificantly They
ve been able to provide their own 1eadershib they have i
arlessly; thallenged bourgeois arrogance in!managment and - .
ey have finally come to grips with the cruxe of the contra-
etion; bptwee employer and employee by demanding the taking
Br of the ownership and control of basiness concerns for
@ benefit af the nation as a whole,

Fi;

.
Y4, 0

""_’lf‘he pace at Aill16l Vie Wo¥kers' conclulemass has developed
rpriséd both ‘the ‘Party and their trade union (N.U.T.A.) It



scoms that the move lmd not been snticlpated. One wondszs
why the workers grivances ould sceummulate driving thes i,
the point of taking over a factory without the establlishadq
machinery of airing gelovances to deteot the problens o nd
solve them in time, It does nét sppear that thore is a
systematic training programmo for the workers for higher
ndministrative responsibilitles to prepare them for ovantusi
control of industries, Without the tralning, puch workers
moves wil) seom na anarchic and undiseiplined, Cerkatniy
to the bureaucrats it le a dangerous precedent becnuse it
challenges the foundation of thelr power, Where would they
be if in six months time the workers decided to centrol most
of the industries and institutions in the country?

Sometimes Mwongozo has been misquoted by competing
bureaucrats to serve their own ends, At this stage thers
are also bound to be competing individunls or factions of
the management who my manipulate the workers for thelr .
benefit, Imperialists can also resort to the same trick
to discredit our offorts, This is not to suggest that the
workers are a docile lot who ecan be fooled around, but it is
noting a common fact which can happen at a stage when the
workers concioysness is not solldly erystallized, We have
to delve deeper than what the newspaper headlines tell
us in order to understand the nature of the workers gricv anes.
in each individual case, b

Towards the end of the paper there is a section on
Ujamaa Vijijini, the author raises important (uestions on the
rural situation in Tanzania, The place of lhe agricultural
sector in a nationally integrated oconomy is diagramatically
skotched, It is a useful guideline in a discussion of
disengagment from international capitalism and the constructj,
of an 'independent socialist economy. The néed for politicaj
cedres to bring about rural transformation is stressed. '
It is oftén cyuically remarked by some bureaucrats that we
have no trained cadres to train other cadres therefore the caj
for cddrds is self-defeating, The truth is that there are
well meaning and committed people who are potentially outstang
cadres’ bt they are frustrated and discouraged by bureaucratic
red tape'dnd vested interests, The bureaucrats are afraid of
being exposed And embarrassed by the militancy and vigilance.
of the cadres,

-I-agree with the basic frame work of analysis which
Shivji takes, I have added some details to his argument and
in some pltces T have differed with him where I felt he
had generalized or ovestretched his arguments, His work
is an honest attempt to portray the social reality of Tanzaniz
He is particularly éritical of the bureaucratic bourgeoisie ~
a class which most of the readers including myself belong
to, I would not be surprised if some people will not like.
his approach becouse it mirrors our shortcomings. It teles,
a courageous person to call a spade a spade and it also
takes a ccourageous person to face critielnm and self eriticiss

i

The debate on socialist construction in Tanzania‘has
been going on at all levels since this country adopted the AT
Declprat}on. It should be encouraged in order to provide



psht into the problems we are doallng with. W¥e saculd Lear
ind that our contribution to ‘he debatc wou.d be more
L eful Arf we extend 1t beycnd “he realm of m2ro theorizing
.~ giving proctical suggestions to try problem. we are dealing
Lens 1t is necessary to got 'nvelved into actual situatlons
. see the options and constrajnie vhich decision mikers have
~ Pface, We cannot build socialism without a car-oct theory
at our theories may have to bo adjusted 'n the light of
ractical experience.

Shivji's paper has raised several theorotical and
sactical issues, It needs to be reac carefully and debated
i class rooms, offices, fastories and shambas, It is a well
,itten piece of work with impressive foot note vork., It ir
, mecessary reading for both socialists and non-ncclalists
o Tanzania nd bherrond: ¢



THE 50Urpg OF BILENCE:
CAg EEL_-L..E‘.L'--' n T hgenis

vy

Aldan Foster-Cartor

A new papoar by Shivii ie an inportant eventj to By iovic
te commont upon 4%, an honour, To me, as a non-Tamzanian
Merxist, it iz a privilege (mot a right, nor oven 8 duty) Lo by
gble to participats in a wital debate on the nesy fundaswntal
{ssuen of stratezy for this countrys how to interpret Tanzawd g
reality, and how to change it. This; 4t should go without
eaying, 1o above all a task for Tanzanians themselves: not thas
othera are unable to econtribute, but it is crucial that the
tnitiative and torns of the debate bo firuly in indigonous hapg,,
For that, eurely, is the essontial significance of the revely-
tions of this century, in which whole peoples - in China and
Korea, Cuba and Vietnan, Guinea-Blesau and M>zambique - have
rojected the destinies mapped out for them by colonialist and
Comintern alike, choosing instead to build their own stratogies
on the basis of their own Marxist understanding of their own
predicanent.,

Perhaps tho decpest significance of "Tanzania: The Clasn
Struggle Continues" is that it has definitively seized that
essential local initiative, Hencoforth, every serious approach
(Marxist or otherwise) to a macro-analysis of the Tanzanian
pituation must take Shivjli as a starting=-point. It was not
always so: one of the minor ironies of neo-colonialiem is that
oven Marxism tends to be expatriate-run! Mazrui's jibe of the
"White Marxist's Burden" was a distortion, yet not an inv@ntion.
Maybe this was a necessary stage - but that is not our concern
here. What matters is that things have changed. 60 let it be
quite clear that the role of a non-Tanzanian commentator is a
nmarginal one. I know something of Marxism, something of sociology;
I would certainly not presume, after less than a year, to know
Tanzania. 8o what follows is really comment from the sidelines,
to be treated by the actual players with appropriate scepticisnm.

It is already clear that I think the importance of "The
Class Struggle Continues™ can hardly be over-ostimated, It is
almost a model of what Marxist analysis should be, on a whole
nunber of levels., TFirst, it insists that Marxism is above all a
nethodology: not a set of fixed dogmas, not a theological systen,
but a number of related, creative principles whose application
to concrete social structures is problematic - we do not know
all the answers before we set out - but which if used successfully
pronises us not only understanding but, ultimately, liberation
too. Shivji not only stresses this methodological core of
Marxisn; better still, he exemplifies it throughout the paper,

as we shall see.

A second ofton submerged dimension of Marxism which Shivji
resurrects is totality. Marxisn insists that reality can only
be understood in terms of wholes (modes of production, chiefly);
whoreas bourgeois empiricisnm maintains that we can only look at
1igtle bits and picces of to reality, one at a time, The latter,
of course, results in a fraguented vision. Uhat is noteworthy
in the Tanzanian context is that even avowedly Marxist writings
are largely characterised by an implicit empiricism. Partly no
dowbt due to the individual-practical orientation of research
procedures, there has been a proliferation of "field studies"



watoh evon wholl UPLLLOA for & emdot porepmctive bove rarely

sttenptod to sltuate tie particuler phenossnng Lhey sre loaking
2t luto & broader frasowsrk of aslyeles (1 40 aot I sans |
ptual) tod An the dirsction of A0, Prou@ asd ks "zloal
eapdlalint eystlon®, byt the oversll epsetflicity of Topzands
eitiln that aystem), Here t Bhivii s & plonser.
This 1o relatod, I think, ta a third sepast of Jerxiew » an
;_- patifier, Bhivjii rightly atiscks ohat calle

Sstablicheent Harxion®, {0, blind allegianes to the (often
fickle) party line of some exinting soeialied 2ountry, Bowethbing
»f the ea. o Kind has surely "r\‘.,x conmor in Tapzesis tso, The
“pissing fotality" pentiored above pay altc have apicen frem a
peluctance to raise w.bnrumm'\u - oven danserous - questioss
a®out the naturs of the Tenzaenlan stete; whe runs 4t, eud fer
whom., Instoad, whother as tastics or .ere tacifulness, there hae
baen a Vague assumption that things ars on the right track; thal
Tanzania is differont; that whatever specific shertecouings ray
bo notad, the general dircction of progreése exiets and is wing
maintained. (Again Mazrui has a word for it: "Tanzaphilia®)
Matever its notives, this attitude has ultimately not advanced
the scientific study of Tanzania., Bo it 18 good -~ though not
surprising - to find that Shivji is conpletely free of 1t. Iiin
task, as ho seos it, io to explain - which of course does not
inply sooc otance of preudo-objectivity, but rather a critical
analysies of the laws of pmotibn of Tanzanian svelety.

The way in which Shivji sots about thie illustrates a
fourth outstanding feature of his method: it is dialectical
(1f that word bothers you, lot's just say "dynamic"; or, better
5ti111 "it noves!"). FHe constantly emphasisco that socicty does
not stand still, and so cannot be analysed as though it did,
Marxisn is concerned, fundanentally, not with structurcs but
with processes: movenent and change, fot fixity., Thus classes
do not exist individually, as such, but only in relation to one
another. Indeed, in ono sense thay do not "exist" at all: they
are always in process of formation, transformation, or dissolution.
Substantively, their rclationship is charactcrised by struggle,
on which nore later,

Finally, the structure of thepAper- one should really call
it a book: - isg also adnirable fron a Marxist viewpoint. llis
earlier paper, "Tanzania: The Silent Class Struggle', dealt with
econonic phenomena, but only 'sketchi'ly with their social context
- and rather statically at that, A next step, therefore, was
to investigate theoretically such fundamental concepts as
"classes" (various), "ownership", "elite", and the like. Tut
this alone could have been abstract and academic, if not
supplemented by an historical and practical application of these
concepts to the actual coursc of contemporary Tanzanian history:
Which in turn gives us the political level, It should not be
forgotten that larx's own nost creative vork on clasees wag
written in icnediete response to ‘complex contenporary events:
the cleass strugsles in I‘ranco of 1848 and 1870. Shivji's
'apyrouch is thoe saue. ¥ -

58 4 1A

In all of the foregoing, it will be noticed that the disti-
nc tivoness of Shivji's approach caii be scen against two
different backgrounds: not only as Marxisn against bourgeois
ideclogy, but also as living Marxisu against nuch dead wood
that passes by that name. His innovatory, critical, dynanic
approach contraste shapply with the bland repetition of ancient
static fornulae, which too often arc still nechanically applied
for idcological roasons in ineppropriate contexts. lowhere is
this porc clear than in tle central issue of class struggle.
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Thus a reconl Ssviel text states boldly: mdiven e right grlis¥ .
g9en abrupt shifte An 6 socialist revoluiion 4c not neseesasi B
leed Lo an aggravablon of elass struggle®, Bueh "sggravesion™,

Lt appoars, Is shet nust at all costs be gygidedi 1Y Secuew
ngheén say one class atlenpts to overstap {ve pr rogatives,
daninats tas other fopees, and turn the national indepondsncy

wen by the palted offert of the pasple to ite own sulifiok
advaniage¥,* Tuls le of eourse sheor liberaliem; and ilke fag
related goncspt of the "nom-capitalist road" has sorved ©5 sysge po
pozinae = at bast Lp & precarious and touporary belense ol fuggoy
ot #oret thoroughly ropressive - sluply in the interesis of

Baviet foraism poldey, Tortunately those idoas ars not ¥ideiy
disseninatod 14 anzania, sc we do not need quite the fiersy
fdeologlesl stra oie vlel wiiters like Frank have had &0 Fagy
agalnet the refsruiet "eoncunist parties" of Latin Ameriss,
Howover, there are battles to be fought on thie left (7)) flask

af well as agalpst bourgoois cnenies, as will be Bean vhen #e

exanine peints of substanco below,

8o Shivji's overall project is, I think, aduirabls, Its
execution e hardly less so, I know he diclikos golebration™,
s perheps thie praiso should be qualified a little while £%44%
diecuseing general thence, An acadoide eritie could complain op
oceusjonal locss, oven careless, fornulations on quantitative
gocial seienca (p.2), on elites (p.26) = but these are periphers;
iesues where sone overssinplification hardly natters, lore
sorious, porhaps, aro sone apparent oniceions of reading, Shivjg
ia obviocusly femiliar with contenporary Marxist general theory
at one pole, and tho Tanzanian literature at the other. Dut
there does exist also a growing body of "middle range" work, 1i.s,
Marxist atteupts to corme to terms with specific problens of
characterising "underdeveloped" societien - above all, class, Ix
“nglish algne ope can mention thoe work of Dop Santos on clase
and depdndenco, Arrighi and /ueke on labour, Post on "poasanti-
zation", Meillassoux on class and burgaucracy, Brett on East
Africa, Anin on elass, and nany wore.? ihile some of this
naterial is still very new (and it is no crine to havo not read
everything!), noro faniliarity with the work of others looking
at similor problens night have provided valuable crogs—!ertilm’
tion. hs it is, ono sonctimes gets the inmpression that when
expounding his account of class structures (e,g, the "burecaucra®ic
bourgeoisie', which throughout tho paper never loges thosg
tentative quotation narks), Shivji foels ho is very much alone
in traversing now ground, Yet }iaillasso;ix,, for one, has had to
tackle some very similar problems in the Malian case:, for ,
instance, there is an alnost oxact parallel in that the buregucraci
had to fight and conquer a comnercial bourgeoisie,

. But this is a ninér péint, which anyway will be nitigated

as the ongoing process of dobate sproads over wider and depper.

let us now turn fron goneralities to substantive issues. = There

are at loast two areas in which Shivji has nade a najor contributics
to Marxist analysis. Ono is his oft-ropoated® themo of .
ownership, It has long been clear in practice that'qtatﬂ ownper=
ship of the neans of production is not in itself a sufficient
. condition for socialisnj but as a thoorgtical explangtion Shivji's
contrast between the formal-juridical and the \aubqtéﬁtivo-aocial
is original and valuable. , ”

i Tha pther outstanding uchievonbnt, this tine more conerete,
is pis treatuent of the rolo of the Asian comnunity, Of course
it has always boon Marxist axlon that "raco relations" are '
analytieally gubordinate to ccononic class relations, but it .
has, to he ndu%tted that in onpirical studies this has often been
hard to show,” But Shivji provides a subtle and thoroughly
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couVigadng atsount of e prinery sless pwiline of (e gress,
s2ieh Lu turn serves Lo euplain L% rols ks w0} iha and 3
Al sArta dmdes,

Twe athee arann, of splsting delate, are dlow slavifisd &
Wi papers One te (59 erwial rile of Y8 et kn 2}l Vpee
anderdvveoloped polity (bede Lz shvlonsly roleted 49 U
Previcusly sontiensd lesue¢ of mwaereiip). p eibir bo Lo
quettion of an olite's "heconing” » olade, ‘¢re Arivil [ Vime

stle wilk Baeatea, mueh Gy sosl Beswyswelgm +f bis previews
iritice, whe naintained on theorstiiesl growmds thet 'ha elife
sannot ropreduce fitself end can thorslore Bave oo loag-bom
exfstonce as au indepondent c¢less, since ite snly assel »
aducations 1o ineresaingly croded oJ sotial sobiitty dus ©
sducational ond cconovle expansion.” Bhivil responds wilh »
careful v pirical amlysie, showing ho¥ clame satrenciment ig
proceeding whetier or not it sccords with a priord Zest Burvjean
doctrine. This could in fect bLe pupplenentad op thaoretical
grovunds too: studies ahow that sccial (se, Lndividual) codility
aay strongthen a class systen - by co-opting potential rebels -
rather than brearing it down. And the educetion eyeten playe an
inportant part in this process, fzentes quaintly Selleves Lhat
enly a "hereditary aristocracy” in control of the stete oon
guarantee 1ts own reproduction in this way, as iu tue "Asietic
Mode of Production"; yot he seems to forget that at least ir
Mandarin China therc was an elenent of education-sponsored vobllity,
aanely via exaninations, which can hardly bo said to have weakenead
the social systen.

Elsovherc, Shivji rakes two (related) re-formulations whieh
seen to nc to be largely on the right lines, Arrighi's criticien
of Frank, that he subordinated class relations to colonlal
relations instead of vice versa, ran the rish of creating o false
dichotonmy; and Shivji rightly renarks that such dialeetically
interpenetrating categories are just not the kind of things that
could stand in relations of dominance/subordinaticn to one
another.® In sinilar vein he lster queries omo of the boldest
yet oddest of the lato Anilcar Cabral's theses, namely his
apparont view that national struggle whollg replaced indigonous
class struggle during the colonial period.” liaybe in tho extreame
case of Portuguose colonialisn the lines were as clear-cut as
this; but elsewhere the relationship nuat be seen in terrs of
pore comple: interpenetration, (Meillassoux is particularly
interesting; liere, with Lic stress on the survival in liall of
alnost tho whole edifice of pre-colonial multi-digeneional eocial
stranficatlon not only through the colonial period, but even
into independence = by no neans unchanged, of couree. but by no
neans transfomod ‘either),

Thero ars also sone fe-affirnatiq[xs of old themes, not
original but well worth repeating. It should go without saying
‘that there are classes in Africa, contrary to still repeated
donials! Likewise, the twin fallacigs beloved of the late Tom
m,oyal - that the struggle for developnent is pore nan veraua
naturc than nan versus man, and that therefore producticn nust
be given priority over egalitarian distributien - can ncver be
too often exposed for the elitist ideclogy that they are.

Finally, in this cataloguo of virtues, there are two "asides"
on aspects of ideology which deéerve pursuing in their own
right. One concerns nationalisv,  An unexpected and striking
aspect of Tanzania to the forcigner (thie foreigmer, anyway) is
‘a recurring streal of stiident nationnlisn, sonetines shading
-into xenophobia, Too often this is ainply oquafad with
wanti-inperialisn", and hence ascuped to be progressive. Yet
Shivji puts his finger on the political liritations of Tanzanian
anti-imperialisn: T would paraphrase 1n by caying that it is
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goritrien,  AhAVidte et bhon lins changad sonewihnnt llllﬂt hie Tipss
pedy  thuse €60 veyre there dublbed tlhe tgoonhinda blll‘.lh nnmy"
Ao o, AV @eonk, the "buropwepatie bourgeniede'y and the eonfligty
thoy then bad sith the "revolutlonary leadarshiph woén now te have
baen Blurrad 1o & unity of top peopls, U apba now glven o mueh
ore dotatled breskdown of the "potty bourgeolaje" into alrtarant
categerton,  Teb on the svidence ayailable 1t i@ hot alear junt
hew g tionel thase divisione and sub=divinionn arej elther Lo
terne ot the wy poople spbjoetivoly sae thonaolvea and others and
behave accopdin?ly, or in tapns of ALt forent objeative relationshd pe
to the meape of production (the differances appear to ha at nust
only quantitatiye, not qualltativa), The tnportant queatdon for
o Marstat, aftor all, is whother theao groups oxiat as elasses
fop themselves op neraly in thenselvos, fo ond nissge the vital
sparational conponant, &0 pronlnent in Cabral's elavs analyale.
Adidttedly in Gulpon=Pasau the oriterlon. can be nueh mimpler =.
afor ar agatnot PATAG?M = while in tho very difforent Tanzanian
situation thoro la as yot nothing mo oleav=out, = Nenatheless)
future ipveatigations gshould take as thelr starting point class
agtiondr what typo of groups earry then out, on vhat banin,
Othersiase (hore 1s always the dunger of elipping bagk into formaliss.

fhere are other apparent changes in position as between
tihe ¥ilent Clasa Struggle" and"The Class Strugglo Comtinues',
e third (ad well as "bureaucratic capitalisn" and "neo=colony
par exeellenco) type of neéo=colonial bituation used to bo "state
capitalisn®; but this seened to have little relovance to Tapzania
as woll ae sufforing fron internal inconsiatence, so it is'no
loes to find it dropped as a separato oatogory now. :

More werlous is an apparent unsignallod shift on the "labour
artstooracy" question, In "ihe Silent Clasa Struggle" Bhivji
quoted with apparent approval Arrighi's thoais thaizrorotgn
capital=intensive inventnent oreates puch a group. Yot the
detalled analysin of worklng=class action (atrikos, ko) in
"The Clage “tyrusclo Continuea" is not based on any such distinction
betwean different kinds of workera, For that natter, we even
learn (p,105n) that saetions of tho petty bourgeoisie were anong
the strikera, and vlsewherae (p,82n) that "for all practical.
purposes tho 'lever lavel' (of the potty bourgeolsie) is wuch
¢lover to worhers". Is there, then, on tho ono hand a "labaur
ariatoeracy" section of the prolotariat who nay 'o oxpected to
side with' the bureaueratic bourgeolelo, and on the other hand a
lower avotion of tho petty bourgeolslec whoaso clana interest is
the opposite? If so, this should be olarified, not least, because
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A vunber of diveree polnip Ave perirps worth
certioning, 3hivit'e rttitude towerde the cobeept
(f1ite", while corveclly eritierl, eecenp mt bLines
1o #0 beyond thie into popething Like exorciem! It
jJoea not help wueh to be told thet "the élite theory
& braienlly 'élitiet'™ (p,28). Nor do Seul rnd
ggentes necevenrily deserve criticien for ueing the
gord: 1t ie after nll ¢ pre-socinlogienl tern of
*t lerat mone deperiptive velue, Whrt ie ioportent
v not worde but concepte. Shivii in feet nieece
aone ol the more modern And inegidious versione of
4lite taeory, ocuch ra the functioneliet theory of
strotification (whieh cleime thet inequality ie
cagentinrl in ovder to motivate the best people into
the noet vitel jobe), although this kigd of agsumption
18 fer o ore 1ikely to preveil loceerlly than worn
sut war-noraee like Mosea whom he does attrck,

On » different teck, ie it quite fair to the
spational bourgeoisie" (or "lumpenboutrgeoigie", pa
shivji would like to c#ll them) to clrim (p.20, thnt
their elogene of nertioneliem and freedom were "merely
echoes of the ideology of the metropolitan bourgeonisie
without their eocial or economic substance"? Thip:
aeene to imply tant there wae never & progreasive
role for thie group, nalthough Tater (p.B88ff) Shivji
does give credid to the fhistoriecrlly positive
(though limited) achicvemente of the bureaucratic
bourgeoisie, Yet surely the winning of even "flag"
independence is & step forward in history: not of
courge unambiguously so, as Cobral rematked, yeot it
would be perverse to ctll it sanything else, '

THen there is the peripheral but vexed question
of mocinlist countriegs, And how Marxistse are to
enelyse them, This deserves a paper in itself,15
and Shivji hre some incieive-remerke in a long
footnote (pp.B80-8l). Yet to be told right At the
start (p.2§ that "the only countriee which officinlly
still hold high the banner /of class struggle are
probably Chinr and Albenia" ie not really very’
helpful - indeed, the metaphor eeems to be covering
up for t7he leek Of o repl theory. I em sure Shivgl
would sgroc that the-leat thing eny Merxist shoul
do is teke up o party line in févour of every
policy of nnother eocinlist country, howevet nuch
on¢ mry n~dmire it: thrt woy lies the pnthetic and
tortuous self-nbasenerte thrt used to chorrcterize
(ond to a certoin extent atill do) the Wegtern
conmuniat parties in their efforte to justify every-
thing the Soviet Union's lendere ever did, It ie
‘thie self-proetitution nnd abnegntion of independent
thought which'gives 0 linited pleuvaibility to the
renctionory cherge that Merxism ie "foreign" s
ideology. I do not for a momert believe thet Shivjt
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\ vage taet dne of the prime dutice of Troafiis
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L

But thie, me I enid, ie not Shivji'e anin
concern. 1 want to finies by diecuseing some o%fer
iasuc e which fe did not rrnise - but which, tnies
tine, I very ouch think ae should haves Crucinily
iepartent ne Saivji's prper is, it urgently neads 49
be supplenented in two whys, both intermally ond
externally. Pirst, there ie p nrgging questilon Walce
begins to frise enrly on, ~nd grows in the render's
nind until by the end it is A thundering ToAr:

BUT #HAT ABOUT THE PEASANTS?? Neglect of the ruvrel
sector w' e one of tae weeknesses of hig first paPer,
end 1t crnnot be said that ®he few pages scettered
around in the second one (44-6, 48-9, 66-70, 97-101;
rerlly fill the gnp. Granted that vertain modes

of "peasent-isn" can be reactionary (e.g. the Turner
Report, cited by Saivji), it nonetaeless simply
will not do to relegate 95 per cent of Tanzenis's
population to tae analytical peripbery. This 1s
precisely the misteke toat all too meny Marxiets
(end not tae kind taet Saivji generally likes,

quite rightly) have tended to meke on dfgtrinaire
grounds in so many different countries. I know
that s far es theory is concerned (pp.23-5) Shivii
ie firmly in the Mao/Cabral cemp, insisting ta2t
whet ie importent is proleterian ideology, and 1023
the great paysicel force mey well be largely

persant. But waen we get into the morve empirical
sections, . we find tart it is the workers' siruggles
thet teke pride of place. However interesting end
dremrtic these sre, especially to someone living

in Dar es Salrsem, it is quite impossible to drew
eny strategic conclusions witaout some, general
survey tant would situate the Tanzapian proletarisi
in the nationsl social structure. Even if we only
~ccept the formula of the pessaniry as "most
reliable plly", it is surely crucinrl to study in
detail the emerging class contredictions in the
countryside, #nd their implications for future
strategy: for it is here, ultimetely, that tae
decisive battles will be fought. The kind of
enelysis required will doubtless be complex, given
Tangania's notorious regional and other differences:
but this does not mean the tosk saould be postponed,
rather it maokes it the more urgent., "

A related onission where classes are concerned
ie any discussion of the "lumpenproletariat"., Waile
not wishing to revive certain discredited and .clesrly
ideological bourgeois notions ooncewi.ng the
absence of a proletariat in Africa, it cannot .
be forgotten that thie cless (or any clesa) did rot
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b The other mnjor ares of omiesion thet celle out
> b€ wentioned is the international plene., It
AR nenrly forty years now since Franz Borkenen,
abserving now German and Itelien frecist intervention
tilted tae brlence of the Spenish Civil dnr Agrinat
150 progressive forces in favour of counter-revolution

concluded thet the sge of revolutions free to
evolve according to their own laws wes over. ,811
subsequent history has confirmed bis verdict:<’ the
internationalizetion of cepital in its many forus
shows no signs of diminishing, and even the advenced
cPpitalist countries are increesingly interdependent.
(The vulnerability of all of them to thé difficulties
of just one are illustrated by the now geemingly
permAanent currency crises), How much more must thie
be true of "underdeveloped" countries, whose proper
charncterisation is precisely their dependence on
dthers? Shivji astutely shows how politicel independece
nes brought, not the abolition of dependence, but ite
mul tilateralisation: from one exploiter to many!

But the corollary of this, surely, is that epny
enAlysis purporting to lay a found~tion for forecasting
the future dirertion of Tenzenia's progress cennot
afford to neglect the world cepitalist economy. The
sort of consideration I heve in mind here is that
discussed ot some length by Szentes, in one of the
most convincing parts of aie ‘Eaper.é Like Lecleu's
importent criticism of Frank, ¢ Szentes ingists
that more importent than the (truistic) continuity of
imperislisn is its chenging besgis over time: from
primery production to processing, export orientntion
to import substitution, primitive labour-intensive
techniques to modern crpitel-intensive ones, Not °
everyone might accept those or any specific judgments;
but it is essentinrl to be ewere of the existence of
& big debate on the precise nature of contemporery
inperialism, and to try and work out the impl-isitiop's
of different theories ng they affect Tanzania,

After all, ra Szentes points out, » nilitent who
clings to the clessic view - toe swine pre plundering
our rew materials - ia liable to be duped by the

“new industrialisation" visible now in meny "third
world" countries; wherer® soneone pwarc of the techno-
logicel changes in the productive forces, such A8

»
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inerersed use of synthetice mnd advences in cybernétice
and crutonstion, will mekher be surprised nor impressed
by the meening volte free of cepitrlist éountries

encouraging "indJustry™ in the "taird world".

Shaivyi does not vemrlly veiec these imsues £t £ll.
They 2y not seenm crucinl to hie theme, Yet someone
who ffirne (p.18) thmt "the only historicel optiop
open to tae present Africen ruling clesses ... \18
70 DEVELOP UNDERDEVELOPMENT UNDER IMPERIALIST HEGEMONY™
- incidentally hie sole use of cepitnls in thie paper
- would surely be well advised to investigate juet
whrt kind of underdevelopuent the imperinlists Are
nowrdays trying to get their agents to develop, I
not, it ie hrrd to foruulrte realistic alternntive
strotegica, Meillassoux set an exnpple here: though
hie pein task is an analyeis of Melian internal cless
structures, Ae insists tant at least those clesses
created by colonirlism afe "the dependent end terminal
part of European society," ¢nd that political '
independence and power to the bureaucracy were not
the result of domestic class struggles 8o much a8 of
a favoursble internationsl environmemit.: This Ean,
adnittedly be teken too fer: it is ironic that those
who in colonial days were forced to learn Western
history should now be told by Marxists that they
must still focus their analysis on the West!' The
exagzerated nature of some "dependence" theories has
indeed provoked a justified reaction; and it is in
the last resort manother of those false dichotomies to
counterpose "internal" and "external" fectors. Yet
a total analysis, such as Shivji's, cannot afford to
neglect the international capitalist economic environ-—.
ment - just as one of the pmain planks of revolutionary -
stretegy must be precisely to refuse to let that )
environnent dictate ggr lives any longer, and to
"disengage" from it.<? After 2ll, the main thing is
to know exactly what one is disengeging from!

However, the internetionel environment should not
be pictured solely in economic terms. Although the
fundamental movements occur op thet level, bistory
is made and fought in politicnl struggle. Shivji does
an outetanding job in this respect on Tanzania's .
first decade. But any extrepolation of futurc trends

cannot igrore T nzenia's position interndtionally, tbove all
in vespect of the liberation struggles to the South.
Spain may not be an exact parallel (I surely hope not);
but the experience of Juan Bosca in the Dominican
Republic, and more recemtly of Notodom Sibanouk in
Cambodia, may be worth our dttention. Both leaders
were overthrown, and their countries plunged into war,
when the tempo of neighbouring liberation struggles
(vespectively in Cuba and Vietnam) beceme too strong
for imperialiem to be eble to tolerate "neutral"

régimes any longer. VWithout wenting to be unduly
plarmiet, and bearing in mind thet we Are talking

about the long tun (perhaps two or three decades), it
would surely be raively optimistic to predict a quick
1ife for Trnzenia in this respect either. The advence
aigns are already in evidence: the murders of Mondlane
and Cabrel; the deaths of more then 20 Zambians in

mine explosions along the Southern border in recent
monthe; the attenpted invasion of Guihea two years &
ngo; the reported alliance between the Portuguese - ~
end Oscer Kambona, with the latter vieiting Mozembique; -
the growing calls in white Southern Africa for Israeli-
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.. - At this stoge one cen herdly predict tne precise
ig;;}smvyhich the meseult ray tnkpz’ r':nvmtior., cmrjp'.
snb:)%nc harassnent, bombing, internal eubversion,
Pune fge - the possibilities and conbinationg rre
'Q‘;t;ous. Whrt is quite certein, though, is thet |
li:htvpr :lﬂppens will. cast A flood of cold, clepr
b, on tae stage and direction of developrente in
> nie 0 for. We ehall see which lendere will
1881 to the end, snd which would retaer compronise;
®¢ shall see whether urban or rural populeces remein
PASSive in the face of # coup (like the two nillion
“embers of Nkrumeh's C.P.P. in Ghenn), OT whether they
PTotest or even take up Arme - there could hardly be
® Tore pointed test ofi tae real penetration of
politicel educetion and militia treining to-date; we
shell see whether ujames villages form centres of
resistance, or disappear as though taey had never been.
; | {5 .

All tbis; though speculetive in detril, is in
outline neither imaginary nor implausible. ' My point
sere is that such conesiderations are bound to play m
decisive vole in tge future development of Tanzenisa,
and so it will not really do for Shivji to proceed es
if they did not exist. Indeed, hard thinking along
these lines may before too long be seen es quick
literally a motter of life or death! For it is
necessatry to beware of » certein spurious long-range
optimism, which maintains that imperialism is everywhere
on the retreat and final victory is only a metter of
time. As Rodney. emphesises, it is precisely "the
timing. of the vittory which is at issue";2/ and. this
timing is crucially dependent on the success or '
otherwise of Concrete revolutionsry stretegies. Even
peper tigers cen have a powerful last twitch: Spain
aeg h~”d ne~rly forty avoidable yenrs of feseisen,
with no end in sight; in the Middle Eest, if there is
one thing so certain ss the fact that Isreel is
ultimately doomed, it is that right now there is
2beolutely no force in sight to do the actual "dooming!;
there is the continuing Americen sevegery in Indo-China;
and here too in the,liberation of Africe it is &
steep 2nd uneven ascent. I hope thet #ll who debate
Saivji's paper will give due attention to these
questions, They Would not be the first group of
militants forced by external aggression into
"defending" a "revolution" which hitherto they bad
felt to be largely non-existent, but which the very
2ct of "defending" may actuelly serve to crente.
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E.A. Brett, Golonialism and Underdevelopment in 5 -
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Olree Struggle in Africe" (Africe Research . '
Group reprint, Cambridge, Mass.). g &
Further reading will be found in the bibliograpfy
to my paper "Neo-Marxist Approaches %o Development
and Under-Development" (mimeo.) i &

Taose marked * ere available on stencil in the
Sog¢iology Depertment while Amin's ‘is in the
Development Studies reader,- First Year, No. 1.

MeillassouX, op. giﬁ.,‘p. i ahd passim (mimeo.)'

As well as "The Class Struggle Continues" pp.
3-6 and "The Silent Class Struggle", see bis
recent peper "Capitelism Unlimited: Public
Corporations in Partnership with Multinational
Corporations", g - 99

In addition to Cox's classic work and Segal's
readable survey, both cited by Shivji, there is
discussion of class and race in J. Rex, Race
Relations in Sociological Theory (London:
Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1971), and S. Zubaida
(ed.) Race and Racism (London: Tavistock, 1970).

; Th ST 4

ii
h
1.6, Shivji &% al. Tanzania: The Silent Cldss 11
8Luﬁ3:*ZenT?—?FE?TEET-T§7TTT—§T—TTTFf3 17
pert from this' Swedish edition, the debate on':' '’
Shivjite first paper is reproduced in L, Cliffe i«
J. Seul (eds.) Socialism in Tangania Vol, 23 ' '!°7
Policies (Nairobi: East African Publishing Hougde,
1973), and is due to appear in book form from
Tenzenia Publisbing House. e e et

)

Meillassoux (op. cit.) also sees the Malisn

burdaucracy A8 beginning to turn itself into a
clase, though his analysis is much less detailed

than Shivji's.

"Dhe Class Struggle Continues", p.:19 (which)
g%vfs the reference to Arrighi). :

Ibid., pp. 50-51.

See the debate between Mboya and Moaiddin in the
Merch and Mey 1969 issue of the East Africae
Journel (reproduced in EASE reader, Vol. 9)-
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b eonbeuparety hietoyieel prooere is declt
wibh A 0y, Hovowibe, [mperie fen fnd Revaluting
(Londans Pepqin th.k,.; 1911), 1 hrye tried °
Lo teekle come f the theoveticr) problems of
Meveiet pecountie of "external" influepeer in
Meveipm 8nd the 'Pagt of ()()nqu(}l“,“' (Heivabi:
Reat afvies Goelel Hetenoe Gonferepee, 1972).

UR Y*A- ppe 6774 ("Ghenges in the inierpe-
TWondT dlvielon of 1ebour")

By Leolew, "Copite) fem end Feudoellen in Iﬁ‘}irx
hmevion®, New Left Reylew, 67 (Moyafune 1971)e

Thie Lo queh too wide # topie Lo digouss here,

A brdel slieboh will be found, tn my "Neo-leTEiRY
hpprosohes, "y op, ell, secbion l(b)(tgy
v )
debated by the suthore eibed there and in the
bibvltography, N A "]

\

Dq' 3yl PI. Ms']t.'Lilpna‘oux, if anything goes

F ) “.L_!;H
‘*%rtﬁéf Lhnn iyt in aie diepeesionste, even

oynienl pbtitude Lowarde the bureeuorreoyi "One
of (their) fivel, etope won Lo infiltrate the
netionel egonomy  Lhvough the eveabion of £
netionol teed eponomie seotor, Thie wae done
under the 1abel of 'eoeisliem', whioh provided
Lhein wilh o eohventent ideolozy to bring the

aoononmy under antr'onntrolrlyuppoaedly'oﬁ

oouree on behelf of the entive populetions,
Hoeloliam! pevmitted them to put bhe bureauerscy
into the poaition of a menagevial boerd of &

kind of gtele Qnrporetion".-(ibégo; pe 13)

Granted the vesarvetions of Hodneylﬂnd grentesn
coneerning the uee of fhie tevm, I think it ie

Bl of uee in connoting the cesenfigl;

jmpliostion of o genuine alternetive deyelopment
ghrategy, (See W, Rodney, "Some implications

af Lhe queation of disensagement from imperialism",
in dhivji g ﬁ%t‘_gn. eit,, ppe 49=53; Sezentes,
ibid., pp. .J%‘M$. “Phe pogitive teske of disenga-
gpmunL ave nowheve bettey explored then in :

¢y Y, Thomog, "Tepuee of Traneition to Soecinlism

in Tengenio-type feononiesa" (Dav es Saloem,
fleonomle Researoh Byreeu peper, 1972),

¥- Lﬂboﬂbe, "Phe (Geogrpphy nf.Dike.Deﬂ%{gggion",

Le Monde/Gunydian Weekly, Auguat 12t6, 1
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debi tod by Lhe euthory gibed Lhege v in vhe

“hiblogrephy,

**, %li., Pe 4, L. Weillopwoug A phybhing goee
1 bhey Lnnn’ﬂh}vil in e dieppseions e, evin
u,yu)m'.l phbibude bawirde the bureruareeyy MOne
of (kheir) Cleey glope wop bo infdlbrote dhe

ne ookl veanomy Whvough bhe areebion ot e
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by Talter fndney

lelautifie pocinliet analysie 46 by Ats very noture hiwtorical

walyele, since 1t must lay bare fhe yreoess by widet wdeial
Nl}ﬂam and {nstitutiong come into rtelng., Caweideration of the
slitlenl ecorigny 6f Tanzania heso o far been llaited %y o Ylurped
sd¢torienl profile, In certain reapects, the reoeflt contrimiion
>y lsea Shivii on "Tafizenies the Classd ‘5%m¢gh Continuee” balpe
te sharpen 4o foous on the evolution of claseer in eoleninl
Manganyika o7 suboequéntly, In siy event, his sibetential
interpretation oilepe oficé more the opportunity Se deepen

and extend the diacusaion, - My om commen$s do not eenetitute

s veview of "fanzaniaf. the Clase Struggle Continués”; but they
serive directly or indirectly from Fart Two and, to a leeser
sxtent, Part Three, both of which deal with the evelution of .
classee and the state. ! »

In introduction his section an "eless relations in Tansenin”,
fhivii highlights the role of the state as follows:
A p ol Paur "
"me thing that stends out sharply ie the central, decieive mnd
almost omnipotent role played by the state and state
apparatus in these struggles, This 148 not to say thet
economic interests have had no effect, But the economic
interests :of the rulirig clags have had %o be established and
buttressed by state power.,"l:i-. . ,'u' .70 : ,
XS ' '. e or¥eys, aaet? £l
 Divji then goes on to quote Regis Yelray commenting on the
analogous Latin American situation ;o the effect that the ruling
. eless transforms the state not only into en inetrunmedt of political
domination, but also into a source of economie power; .Thie
juxtaposition of state and ruling class is indeed centpal to mn
\hderstending 6f the Tenzenian political econcmy, and the reldtiorehip
detween the two ought to be elaborated with more care and precieion,

There is clways o dielectical relationship between the &tate
end the ruliing ciass, to such an extenk:cthat the one helps to"
define the rother: The state is always a Source of ‘économic: power .
for & giveil tless and not merely -an instrument of political . . v
domination. + However;. the usuel pattern exemplified-in the ... i
last two or three hundred.years ofi-world history if.thet the. * aiT
ruling class is already economicelly. powerful when: it ‘comes to T
seize the reins of state power, Besides, the state which wmag, ' .
controlled by the bourgeoisie in Europe in the mineteerth ™~
century was a solid affair, with antecedents stretching back
t0 the feudal period and beyond, In Tanzania and Africa as .

e whole, both the sfate and the ruling cless aré weak and ., -
eabryonic phenomena. Under these circumstences, oie has to be
extremely careful to avoid the enti-hirtorical error of
purporting to recognise a mature and finished spcial formation

at e given point 'AY, when in fact they assumed their definitive
forn many years aftervards at point 'Bl, Shiyji cenngt be. ., .
exculpated from this error when hé writes of classes 'in Tanzenia

zeturing during the colonial period end immediately aftervards.

By way of analogy, one could considér the fluid sociel gituation
of eighteénth century Frarice on the eve of the Revéolution of 1789,
The rise of capitalism produced e variety of socio-eéonomié¢ strate
inter-penetrating the éxisting juridically defined social orders
of decliriing foudalism, Among these weré landlords who'were
ferning on a capitalist basis, merchants, benkcrs, ship-owners,
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owneras of overseas alnve plantntiona, wealthy profeuinuala and
a few manufactursrd. These were the forerum- -s of the
bourgeoisie proper, who helped prepare the cd~ itions for thelir
own self-fulfillagnt by occupying and trensfoiming the feudsl
stato, Thedo fractions gFf, the Lourgeoisig-in-the miicig in
Prnnoe in the efghteenth century viere more numerous, more WeAltiy,
politidally influeritial end probably more conscioué of & Ccmmes
oluaa 1n qt than ther counterparts in colonial end, poat-cow‘u*
Arica. . Y , they did not solidify as a class under the leadership
of the qtanurem until the middle of thé nineteeth ceantury,
because t ir reproduction wes dependent. upon igchnologcal chanlgas
which took ;nany years to came 1nto full eﬂ;’ect "
AT Fy
- Daring thu ‘eourse of their long hvolutim, the. Pranoh
bourget\ie:le [(and, their counterparts elsewhere in- li‘nrope) first
played ‘a progreseive role in leading all sectiona of the.
population in the struggle against feudal backwardneas; . .
Subseduently, on achieving a measure of economic and political ;
power, the bourgeoisie in tum showed ite répreseive and reac’ici~-
ary nature towanis-the workers and peasants« .Attention hers is
bedng drawn to their embryonic character in the eighiéenth century,
their: seigung of the state machinery, the:conditions of their’
reproduction, their national leadership mole,i end,their nifimate
transitionito & reactionary mtance. i -Aldi.ofithese are poiiters
in reviewing. the Tanzaniansnndx African poli'hinal @ithationi oy
fs. B AT { R A K3 \1[(T ofF Yo rlaoraFiis
In dissecting the Tanzanian bourgeoifiely Bhiyji identifies a
'commercial bourgeoisie!; a 'petty’ bourgeoisie' transforming '
itself into g 'burpeucratic bourgeoisie!;, and’a group,of lkulaks!’
-~ in, add;l.tlon to-the metropolitan cap;,tal:.s’gao - The mopt instructive
portipn of; his an&lysis relates to.fhe compereial’ houzgedisie who -
originated -mainly.from the, subncontiQent of- Irqig.\g Prevg.c:yp studies
of the !Asiang!. in East; Africe. have tended -to, obscuré’ fheiz class
-+ T0ley ,Shiv;};,}sjpc;comt brings, gutlazhej,r pverﬁlb ocio~eepnemior, e
fnnction aawel;lqes the divisions. within, tﬁ;jr. o¥n; xanks,  :He teela
justifiea placing them all ih the category 'commerciel
boyrgeoipie' becayse of. the, yalpe sysiem preveiling emong,them’ &na
because; ofJJ.glpo;:tant ecpnomic and femilial dies. mmrthro%nt
the, obommupi,tym, This argoaent is: valid,;buy it: shpuldinot.be:
inconeistent: with indicating that’in, colonial Tenganyika Aaiana 3
virtually. mpnopolised: nost middle-level eivil pervice jops. end.;
niddle ¢lass, pmfessa(ons, with the. ‘Goans'nbeing very; propinent,
The".fact-4s, that there-was: a- certain: perverse. symetry in.the -
colonial;so¢ial structure ofTanganyike terntory,wconat*tu’smg
a pyrmid mhosetbase was black and which ascended through ‘brown
whi'tés”* This' applied o: squeation, the” Bourts,: the civil service,
the policeé force, the hospitals, housing.locationiand & range. of :
other things, -The Bcope for conflict with Africen aspiranis wes
therefore’ just as nnnifold as. the Spheres in wh;lch Ae ‘ans were the’
niddlenen. g B D ‘. ; 4 0
ll' AR 3 .[..»“.""‘ : ’ RN ok o . ¥~ i %7 ""3'>i' 07
Another ch&ractenetlc of ‘the Asian connercial bourgeoisie
on which énphééis-is rightly’ placed 'is theit dependenby vis a vis
the mtmp@loa. v Tike the few White settlers’in’Tanganyika,
Asians'lodked to:Britain and the 1ecdl adniniiétrablon for protection
and the pranot;lon of their interests, In ®o far a3 they were
prOperby Lowmers, the sought the" protbé‘bion,of thé police gudi .ciary
and prisons at the expense’ of the African’ ‘masses,. In the dpiddia
capacity as civil sérvents and professiolials, ‘they also d\e'pénd¢"
upon the coloniel gmrernment "to gua.ranteé them d1i’femntlal “8gcess

«
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'O Jobs mnd to education over and shove ihe hesds of AMricms,
~hivii notes that this lmmigrant elesent canotituled s polificel
®ard under the guardianship of the setropoliten bourgeolsis,
Newrtheless, he 10 prinarily concerned with their economis
“exus of fmperialisa rother than the politital pelstiensiiyp
dotwoen the Aslape and the eoloniel stete power, Frobanly,
that {e why he nakes anly passing referetcs to the "vold tioal
apathy'! of the Aeians, An importent inférence whleh must be
drawn out 1s that the Aeian commereidl dourgeoiefe could not
possibly have played a progreseive role in breaking the old
eolonial bonda, For thq most part, they were vocally or
passively Lestile to African nationalimm, or et best uninvolved
in the Uhuru struggle.

The doiane were not destined fto be en enduring part of thé
locally-producdd petty bourgdoisie in Tenzenia and Eest Africe,
There were transient historical factors which afforded them the
Oopportunity to play certain roles whieh Europeans and Africens
(the colonisers and {the colonised) were then wwilling or
wiable to perform, but of course nothing in the mode of
production enshrines race as a factor in cless selection, and
racig]..hiemrghi'sgz:(dﬁ_ within the eystem of production and
~distribution comes where thé . politically dominant claes is of
a given race, Asiens neyer wielded political power in Eest
Africa, and were therefore,constrained to come and o at the
ddctates of those who held such power, Furthermore, Asiens
shared with Europeans the clasg and recist prejudices towards
Africens;y end they accepted both Europeen superiority as well
as Africgn inferiority, so as to retain their niche within the
society.’ This complex of begoted attitudes end-bbjettive socio-
econonic interests clashing with those of the up-end-coming
Africen petty bourgeoisie holds the key to the demise of the
Asian commercial bourgeoieie in the post-independence era, - .

Asiens in Uganda have recently hed a treumatic dislocative
experieice, involving their physical removal in large numbers,
However, one of the mbore revealing aspects of Shivji's study .
is the illustration of a slow trend towards their disappearance
as a commercial class in Tanzania, To the extent that this is
~accompanied by an actual reduction of numbers, this is & measure
of their evaluation as to whether they can continue living in:
the society without any hope of acquiring wealth through commerce,
Meenwhile, the African petty bourge¢isie has long since given notice
of its growing power and influencé - the elbowing out of Asiens
being one manifestation., Clearly, the social origins of this
group are of the utmost importence; and here, unfortunately, -
Shivji does hot do a great 'deal to reduce the widespread
prevailing ignorance, The behaviour of the mbdem Africen

petty baurgeoisie has béer exposed by the startingly accurate
ingights of Franz Fanon; but 86 nany commentators heve discussed
this cless without reference to its quentitativé dimensions in
Africa as a whole and in 'respective territories, Date is lacking
in eny studies of Tangenia concerning their nuibers, earnings,
growth trerds and avenues for class solidarity, In the absence

of such information, it is easy to }ose a sense of proportion and
to make generalisations about the’colonial period besed on the
situation as it is now or as it was in other colonial modeld such
as the Gold Coast end Nigerih, which are slightly better-lmown,
Shivji's table ¢n the composition‘'of the Tanganian petty ‘
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bourgeoisic at the tine of independence is reproduced bolow 0
Berve as a basip for exrmination of these shosteomings.,

upper level - intellectuals, teachers, highe?

(Intelligentein) civil servants, prosperous traders,
farmers, jrofessiondle, higher milisexy
md pollee officers.

middle level - nlddle govemaent salariat, junior cle¥ies,

soldiers, eto,

lower level - shopkeepers, lower salariat in the
services sector and gererally lowest
grades of the salariat,? :

Phe first wealmess is laeck of precision. Thie level of enalysiy
pakee it imperative that terms auch 4s 'middle government salariat !
and 'lower salariat! should be relatéd to given numbers of people
oaming salaries in a stated bracket, Imprecision leaves room for
assumptions based on external models, since these categories are
well documebted in metropoliten societies) and the implicetion is
that their differentiation from the African masses was more.
substantial than wap the case, Earmings by ‘coldtials were not
simply dictated by their place in the machinery of 'production and
adninistration, Rather, their linits were set by racist values .end
the -arbitrary decision by the Puropean colonisers as ‘to:what -’
conspituted a 'living wage! for Africens at different levels,
Hence the gap between eamings of Europeans and Africens who-
happened to do the same jobs, In.eny event, far ‘hote needs '
to be sald concerning the Africen salariat, the cost of living
and their life style, i

A" second weakness deriving from the first is the tendéncy to
gloss over differences between the situation in Tenzenia today -
and, that which prevailed at the time of the Uhuru struggle, This
of course defeats the objective of tracing the growth of the
particular social formation in question: namely, the bureaucratic
bourgeoisie. Right up to the period irmediately after ‘the sécond

,.morld.war, there were no 'upper level (intelligentsia)! among the

. Africens of this country, Even in the last five years of the
gtruggle for independencc, one would be hard put to f£ind any
Africen personnel in the ‘upper level! of edmings in coloniel
society, There were extrémely few university graduates and senior
secondayry school teachers, Higher civil service posts Were
controlled by whites, and they admitted a sprinkling of Asiens;
middle civil servants and professionals were mainly Asiensy
'wealthy Aficens traders were & handful, using any meaningful
criterion of. 'wealtly'y while higher military end police officers
~wererexclugively Europeen, Shivji asserts that duiing the
independence atruggle the leadership in TANU, trade unions
and, co-operatives was mainly 'upperlevelf, end he cites Bieénen to

, support the ¢ase, Howevér, this particular source does no more
than ipdicates that a eiz,éhble‘gir‘opp"rti’bh of the leadership had

. expepience in 'administration',” Further remearch into their
pubgtantive posts would certainly demohstrate that 'upper level!
ie a misnomer in this context, '.°' ¢ " _

-
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e thuipa shorteomlng Ih Yhe compant Sio8 ol yig 2fpieln pOVYJ,
N““"’f‘"' 68 related i he dbove selens 16 L questiofarie SITTERe.
na&":‘ ST the dower level oaleriad from Vi frvletamiet mod
ey 1y (g wel) Mnown UheY BFFLes BOrRetE aaen i bule §
R rsletarton foreo 1n 1h6 opitaling Betrepsin, Aestined
RS N faobory workers anly A0 gome nameds of 1ify siyls od
w’:‘ oF thelr greater propetinity Por 14ealoplosd aeifs
pae T ot Lo oith the bourgéolsie; (ur oW srperience Wiy
wed0 181 5em will have Yaughd uo thet Ve Junkor cleres pere wd
WRLLL Sk no ALfferend fiom the eetus) jroducer, fraepert
WRRRATS bt Naing workern or o¥hur Serviee werkere L earisiee;
AT Mimdards md world-vlen, 14 therefore fifes in the fese
wf T86%e to categorive them fiMmbiy with the petty tourgeotels
o then wien }ha‘ ootmeroial Yourgesivie ehd the pulake 4

&fYer miking allowmoes for the nar-orietenco of the fupper
yeeel! and the Inadatesat1iby of Vhe 'loRer ovei ! the petty
mmargeaisie of coloninl Taganyiks Yume out €0 be nothing sore
e & fow Andividuale in the middle rafiks of Yhe ofvi] nervies,
a8 N group; thoy had no oanbro) 'over production ed ne peeulisr
et of reproduolng Yhemselvel, Mowever, 1ike the mall woricing
cdnt®y Yhey had a oaprodty for ofganieabion, wideh wae & adverbegs
ave® e Rnen of poasanto, They had o firuer grasp of the tenets
of Vourgeole defooracy than any other peobion of the cemmnity.
gn 0 o6londal celtoxh, Yhin van & progrowsive hbtrimute md made
14 poneible for the potty bourgeols o 0 to advencs Yheir
g BellAnteronts without then donflioting with these of the
gasde8, (0 the oontrary, they aotively Ohamplened the mesnes on
gey 18suss such an the fight agalnmb eolondnl agrioulfusl reguln.
wians, 1o vying for ptabe power; the Afriem petty bourgeolslé
‘sowghit Yo replnoe both whites and Asims 1n e puvlie sefvios,
g e profesnfond @id witinabély in vusinesr, Theréfore, they
‘eeuld nAke Comnon onupe with vorkern and peraants whose 1ebeur was
~axploited by Aelen fetallorn and produce bugers, by Biropemn ¢
‘and Asimn enployetn, by the government ae a ewployer, by the ©
govarfigent a6 lanenakor, and’ Above all by tha‘n‘mmi bourgeolels
‘of whem they word’gpz‘tl vhgualy' trore, 6 i
! ) ekd 8 T3 : SO 16y

The point hao beetl nady vlnewhore' thab the Aouinmnes bf 4
siogle party 1o Tanganih' hao 160 voots in the fneompletensan of,
elses formation, Thie 1o m valla observatlon, provided it:de
2ot Yranmmited Into a goheral explanation fof the exisbence of
single party ntabon o the Afelost aonbinent,! The emergecs
of alassen gavo ride bo tho multi-party mypton in Burops not
‘mirely tecnugo partioulnt olantion netded vehtalen for their
arpressian bub nlbo booaiss Yhe nlze of the bourgeoinie prodused
u sttustion of diversity, within which two or more vourgeols
sartion predonted altornativen for munning the capibalidl systen anq
vied with ehol other Lor the spolln of power aud office, In. "
Atrden, tdo, nasotrit olass interente often hid behind ethnie and
teglanal faotore In avoounting f6f milbi=parties in given colonies,
I8 Uganda, tho quanl<foudnl lend<bused olnes within Duganda created
‘Its m‘gohtioai ulatnunmt& and the pame ocourred in Horthem
Bigorta,”  The bxaaplen of (haua and Bouthem Nigeria are even
‘wore inebruotive, beoauso there tho pebty bourgeolsié wae large
a4 subjeat to tenniony vetween the wealthy and the neb-so-wenlthy
a4 betwoen thefo who wope entrenched for several deeades mnd those

#ho were rnouvesux 'arriveen, The faot that the eairly Tanzeniei petty
Skgoololo wan izo’ni To e arfrerentiated helps largély to.
‘oot for the nonemergonod of conpeting parties or (more
abguraboly) for tho ophemeral nature and abyeasl failure of

galitienl grouplnge which did try to raise their heads in the
period when N0 denondbrated that 1% wan de facto the only party

5



in the coumntry. »
filying dealt with the cammeraidl bourgeolisie ad the pef iy
Lcmrgodllio, Shivii tume to the (Africen) kileks of the, rural
aread Again, the diseussion is eketchy, becsube pé.liitis of Vim
emperical work has yet bee: ddfie, The tendendy in the iltermiiew
to daté has been to mesign only margiial sigadficence to She
better-off peurinte who euerged by the late 1950e; Purther ’
resgarch will probably enhance their importance’ as &b up-ahds=
coning sector in the ¢olonial period, though it.is mnlikely z
that they would be held to constitute a class in their omn, rhebis
Indeed, & oimpler and more realistic categordsaticn nould be Ao
regard African luleks as menbers of the Africen pelty: bourgpe Loie
the urban sector being recruited in part at: least from the refiiw
of the rural sector, Shivji notes correctly that attempts to
create o strong 'yeomanry! in c¢olonial Tangenyika were lae,
{nsubstentinl and wnsuccessful, It io:albo true'that tha! '/
peadbint-bared TANU then and subsequently médntained inlex-d« -
mittent heetility towards kulaks, However, there is also reesdi
to believe that the weslthier peasents realised their potentinl .
within the frenevork of the co-operatives - the failure of the.
' gettlement schemes notwithstending, Shiviji's statements are [
tentative with respect to the "importent contrauictions at the
tide of independence beiween the emerging bureaucratic beutrgeoisie
and the kulake', 'In effect; he suggesis a line of enquiry, tub
such an enqiiry Would Be enriched by bearing in mind the alternatiy
hypothesié that there were inportent reconciling intoreste end
probably close familiel ties.’ ftecanl v, o .

rie 1
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4 I confection with the klaks, Shivji/also overlooked tho

ttradition chiefs': Colomie! powers adopted ~arying attitudes
to the alréady exiscing political and eoéio-economic hierarchy
‘which ‘théy ‘found: th4dtighout Africa, Tenzenien societles weré then
less diffcrentiated’thén many in most parts of the continent,
but thére were pdlitical-suthorities whon the British promoted unide
tne gystem of ‘indirectrile, purporting te present it ad a form of
Africen local government, but it did have some praciical differefice
fron direct rule,9 One of theso was the ease with which 'traditicmz
chiefs? wdre able to join the mainstream of new class formation by
controilifl’heess te-land required for growirg cesh crops and by
gaiﬁing edudation fori their -children, The policy.of the colonial
govenpiént of préviding edieatién first and foremost for’the sons
of chiefs’wes followed Wwith great’éondistency in Tangenyika the -
second world War; end'obvioiely-it§ consequences would heve been
apparén'c"‘fo_r"'f'piany y'eé'rsVthereafter}omcidentally, the highest -
peid Af¥icohe'in colenial Tevganyika were not civil gervants tu%

~ the important Afrieen- 'chiefs' in the Netive Authority systenm,
notably in’ Bulkvhé, Where they lacked weelth they" still.had
influence,’ which wag both in favour of the nationelist movemend:

as well as against it. In looking for the stiends thab: .

- herged’ to' produce the present 'bureaucratié bourgeoisie!, attention
- ghould definiteliy be drevn to this element, - . :

Whether the bureaucratic bourgeoisie is already a clase in’
Tghzania and (if s0) the moment of their definition aré issues ‘beya
tlh"e B6ope" of the present comneftary. What is certain ¥s that tel=y
‘' they are Very mich in evidenée, so that'they have ‘papidly grown

- during the post-col nial ere. Shivji is guite. awere of the rapidity
transfornation in this peiod, s¢ mine ie a difference of ‘emphasis i
placing ‘the 'j):ezrib‘d of gestation almest exclurively in the lest deea
. ‘.“ ] _.. | . f>' 6 et .- Th
agency ‘ﬁ'h'iéh' produced thié“repid growth is ihe state pover. Te S1A.
?o:a:a-"éﬁ this dardinel point. i* is useful to’‘reccnsider the colen

state!'.
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Shdv L profeents Yo |l‘ihd a)f2ioulty &n Aspepiing Cabrally

“statbtent that colonialion mutes tie hithorts prevalling
emtraditione and drage the whole colonibéd peopls Sn%a 4

. eenrleVely net trajectorys namelys 1% mede ub leavg
‘our hietory and enter ansther history”, Inmumepablo oxmmylee

Feoald Vo fowd to {lluotrate this position 1o celeniel Tangistylka,
{lashes botween youtho wid eldets, between diffpremt gthniciiles
snd between difforent sociel formationm suecli agbnstoralists msd
sultlvatoro were forme of the incipient class Gtruggles of the
pant, 10 addition to the more overt clash between peanante mad
landlords {n the quasi-foudal arens such a¢ Pukodd, Coloniallsa
nalted or divorted all of those. Asm new clasues were formed throug
the Incorporation of Tanganylka into the world imperinlist eomomy,
the colaninl power aleo ensured that it was the constant mediator
of thoir etruggles, 6o that the energies of all could be submumed
by the larger systom. It was colonial policy which determined

~ the absence of an African landed bourgeoisie in Tengenylid end
eantrolled the rate of replication of other social groupy,

- notadly the bourgeolsie, Cabral says oimply and profoundly, "In
the coloninl period it ie the colonial stete which comnends
history".12 Bosiden, bocause the menipulative eolonial state
favoured no oingle stratun consiotently, it created couditions
undor which the whole people (excepting whiteSettlers &nd Amieno)
struggled against the ruling clase of the colonising power,

Fron the outset of British colonial rule in Tanganylika wntil
the late 19508, the local administratore eshowed a profound
hostility towards the educated African, Their experience in
Indin and to some extent in Vest Africa had imbued them with
&trong prejudices againef the lawyer-types who challenged the
British on_the latter's own termo of being educated and 'fif
to rule'.1? There was continued insistence in the history of
Tanzanion educatién againet thé supply of education which would
jroduce the white-collar class, to the extent that the oupply
of basio primary literacy was in dﬁnﬁor of belig orudely
equated with 'claseical education'.l? The colonialists aluo
expressed the fear in Tanganyike that the creation of a
surplus over domand for educated workers would lead to the
unemployed becoming 'commmietn'!, These reasons &mong othors led
to a most’paroinonious attitude towards epending on education,
The petty-bourgooiele led the Iight for more education fronm the
colonialipts, especially at the primary level, and in oo doing
they wore advancing the intereots of the maswes as a whole.



(5})

At the enme Yime, the swall group of Africans with nore forael
pchoolig saw the posuibidity of capturing the etate for themeslives,
once they ichieved thie, the stale was o resdy instyument for
developing themse}ves as a clese,

These comaents will and with o brief reference 16 Shivji's
Adjecuneion of the conditions of reproduction of the Wiresucratio
bourgeoisie 1N hore recent times, He welghts heavily the ypole
of thé state 14'this process, We are in agreement on thie besic
point, Howsver, the inter-connections are no$ clearly estevlished .,
Por the purpoves of more deteiled research in future, the following
areas are suggested, Piyetly, the JAfricanisation' which csse
into vogue from about 1962 secondly, the increese of higher
education; thirdly, the extension of the ptate Btructure Yhrouge
nationalisation mé decentralisation; fourthly, the ezpension of
the party with respect to governmentul functionpy end firihly,
the overhaul'df the state coercive machinery in the wake of the
army tiasco of 1964. The latter two points offer a revealing
coment on the dialectical nature of the relationehip between ihe
gtnte and the petty bourgeoisie in the period of their joint
emorgonce, because the colonial 'state' epperstus which overnign®
became an independent de 2ure state suffeved fron the faet that

~ the preponderance of senction end foree lay outeide the bounde-
ries of the colony, In Tenzenia, 66 olsephere, the strengthening
 of the state has gone hend in hend with the emergence of privileged
\ 0lasges who themselves depend inordinstely on the stefe pechinery
. for power and accumulation, ‘
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Hoten,

Issc Chivii, "Panzania: the olass struggle continues”,
pt Devolopnont utudicu Department, University of Dar ev Ualass

(21973), p. 32.

L Por o succinet scientific enalysis of the French Eevolution,
d see George Lefébvre, The Coming of the French Hevolution,
vintage (1967). Marx touches on the sutsequent evolutkon
of the Prench bourgeoisie in & number of works, notsbly,

Class_Struggles in France,

This approach was well illustrated by the comrents md

J*  attitudes of Indien menbers of the Tenganyika Legiolstive
Assenbly.
' Issa Shiv;}i, op. cit. p. 42,
z = d .

Henry Biene, Tenzenia, Party Trmeformatior end Eeonomie

A Tevelopment, Princeton (1967). Close reeding of this source
makes it clear that fhe mejority of TANU léeders were low-
level administrators. BSee, e.g., pp., 46,52,115,123,124,

At a later stege of his discussion (on p., 82), Shivji qualifies
é*  nis éategorisation of the lower-level petty bourgeoisie as
follows: "it is very much in the formal sense that this -
“obtegory is included under the petty bourgeoisie, otheérwise
for 211 practical purposes the lower level is much claser
to workers", The precise signiﬁce_nce of "the fomnl
gense" escapes me.,

4

7. _See €.8. Tamas Szentes "The Status Quo end Socialiﬂ

2 (comment on Issa ShiVJl, The Silent Class Stmggle") end’
pessing comment on this specific. point inKwesi Botchwei,-
"The function of law in the hiptorical process: the dymnica
of public corporate activity in contémpor Africa" preaented
at-the University of Ghana, Accra (Hay 1973 ; i3

g, Most studies on African political parties obfuscate this issue.’
For excéptional approach, see Richard Sklar, Nigerien Political
Parties, Princeton (19635.

See, e.ge, Michael Crowder, Vest Africa Undcr Colonial Rule
Hutchinson (1968) (for conparisonvof British mdtrect and
French direct rulo)., 4

10. Wal‘ber Morris-Hale, Bntish Admnlstratlon in Tangang_.ga
from 1920 t6 1945, Unlversity of Geneva, thesis o 1
1968 (1969). : :
11, Williem Priedland, "The Evolution of Tanganyika's Political
Systenm", Maxwell Graduate School of Citizenship and Public_
. Affairs (n.d, but c. 1964).
X y L4 b -2 Y 4 A A}
12, Issa Shivji, op..cit,: pp. 50,51, . . a5k Y _—
13, See Relph Austen, "The Official Iijind of Indirect Rule: Bntish
' Policy in Tangan ka, 1916-1939", in Prosser Gifford end
Roger Iouis (eds), Britain and Germanl in Afric 8y <o 2
Yale (1967). 4

14, This was pointed out by Mwalimu Nyerere when he made” hJ.s firet
speech as a nominated uhofficial Member of the Tangenyike

legislature in January 1954.
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Thort Comment on Isea Shivii'e
"The Clasgs Struggle Continues

Ly
+ Kweal Botchwey
Tho are our cnemdes? vho are
our friends? This is a cuestion

of the firf:t ‘itportance for the
soa i o mmlnuon. o i

s0ss1B0 T;:g—‘l‘ung

. 2 3 AR

Yo 01‘0(.1‘1( revolution can be waged without an enalysis of the
class formaticrs within the state. Such an enalysis is e nccessa.ry
pre-condition of . clear identification of the ecnemy of the oppressed
classes (in our case, the workers and the péasints) and their potentia) *
allica, It serves to dmR A diyisnne line between tb9. anatgonistic
claseges, It ig for this reason “fhat Shivii's studies on* thc dynmi
of the class strugsle 4n Tanzania ore of:-the utnost importance, ' It
ig for the same reagon that we must understand the dimensions qf the
"clase struggle™ in Ma.rxiat theory. ‘4t the rir:lc of belabouring the
obvious, :let 1% be snpd thaj: *Lf‘I«‘hmst-Lenmst theory is to provide,
as it mist, the theomtieal Weapon for the Ai’mlcan mssus in their
gtruggle agai.nst bourgeois and petty bourgeois opgres.sion, it is 7
dmportant that its science (historlcal mtermlisn) and its
philosophy, (dmlqctical materialisn), be thnrtmz;!ﬁy grasped and defendeq *
n@inst aﬂem’ics and enthusiasts fal:.keka )I’Py commsn\:s relate to the.
tunction of "claqa" émd "state" in thp Varxist theore'kical .-,ystem, a.nd
the issue of the relationship between the Africen ..:tate and internmational

x
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" Since mo.,t objections to the conoept oi’ ths} ”c}gas Htruggler
are besically antl-mterialistic (1.e., 1deallsb) let us briefly clear
some of AHE sé‘ﬁ.’-perpefunting preaudices abou‘['. the_ mqtprial:.st .LEc_;‘r_@}{.,ﬂ :
ception of history. - LT T

: le..Llosophical :idealisn argues;ihat. thie worldfa—the matgrial
world—-has no mdeperideﬁt existencd and therefoz‘e dodé not haire AR
own laws of development, Tactories, houses, the amw, the courtsze’t
products of idsas, that is, of non-merml thmgo.——llevelopment id the’
result of cha.ngés iu men's iaeaa. Contmxy to popular Hjnagination, ;
idealism, ph::.losqphio idealism, to be exaot, hay notni.ng fo. do with
individual moral positions. _ A _person. is an idenlist not bechuse '2.1e wishe

1

to sce all 'wrongdo:l.ng' came: 'bo‘.an end, but becnuse he looks for tilé
: N L
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&y In the Itereture on palitical voonssy, 1% shrmplons are e
» Nedeor ond Naldwin who :;;:.'.z*i-..;}'} wsary Wl ve aye wWilerdeveloped
ssmiae our traditional goctieties are stagnant, and that as o resuly »e
pak entrepreneurial aidlle” and gther growth agents like "rugged

cividunlism’, ete, Teare in the realn of speouistion end myeticien,

Mnterialien, on the other hand, ageerte Ut 1t 1o the changes
She rmterinl conditions of iife shidch bring edout clanges in mem's
jeas aryl corresponding changes in politicsl institutions, That is, in
der to oxplain the oourse of hiatory, we must not look into changes
; men's ideas, but into the faots of history, Ilstory must therefore
@t fronm ran's naturel existence and determine from an exanination
» Bls ACTICHS, the vénner in which he modifiea this existence, Ve
gve the realn of subjectivian and faitasy (Mhat 1s coneolouhneea?
pt is imowledge? Do I exist? '"uncaused cause! ete,) and introduce
ssetivien (a study of objective facta) asin besis for the interpretation
i idstory., Thus a person is "materialiot” not because he desires an
ymdance of worldly goods but because he interprets history by en
pednation of the facts of history, THe dialectical materialist looks
i Bistory not as an irmutable reality, but as a ::nvemcnt he views
jstorical phenomena in their origin, growth and decline. (Dogmtim

; thus abeolutely incompatible with dialectical paterialien as o nethod
= interpreting history,) Without dialectice, ithe application of the
wory (materialisn) to any period of history vould be easier th&n the

gution of a sinmple equation of the fust degree, " (Engels' worde)

The continued distortion of dialectical materialisn is
—ibutable in part to a eelf-perpetuatlng :Lgnore.nceLO l%pcilcal example
fered by Professor Seligman, one time President of the x.nerican
Seny of Political and Social Science. IHe writes. 111 ‘human progresa
2t bottom mental progress ; all changes ‘ﬁuet 8o through the man ming,
=e is thus an widoubted psychological basis’ i’or all human evolution."
== the Lconomic Interpretation of Hlstotjz, Columbia, 1903) Here is
er nonsense, In one and ‘the some breath, our author is aif:l.ming
demying ‘the materialist conception of history, A1l changes in man's
erial condition "mst go through the human mnd", clearly therefore,

r do not originate from there, and if they do not, then eurely human
mess cannot be "at bottom fiental progress. SR

More important than the ignorance wha.ch is often the basis of

—arxism, the reJection of the mteriallet oonceptlon of hietory is,

g view, a vigorous eesertion of a bourgeois class position. Our
L’\g will become clear in the ensujng pages. :

- . i V). -
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ocpt of ¢ “elass struggle” is thu moot distorted mnd
abused conevpt in nll Marxist theory, In part, thie is no doubt beomus
1t La, aa Shivjl polats out, rother MAlusive; larx bogins to discuss
a formn) definition of the term in the lust chapter of the Batrd Volume
of Capital, "ot s comonly taken ns n forml definition(Bee Shivji's
page 4) 18 in fact not o formal definition at allj 1t is merely an
introdustion to the discussion, for o couple of paragraphs later, Marx
writes: “The first question to be answered is this: 'hat constitutes
0 elags?e— and the reply to this follows naturally from the reply to
anothor question, namely: lat makes wnge-labourers, capitalists and
landlorde constitute $he three great social classes?’
The munuseript breaks off before e formal definition 15 givena
Proo the little that is said in these closing paragrophs, frop his
earlier writings (Ihe Oerpan Ideology, for example) and from the
inexorable logic of Marxisn as a theoretical systen, a number of relevan®
observations may be nade, : s
In the larxien theoretical system, 'class' is an analytical
category; Onﬁmrely theoretical planc it cannot be anything besides a
theoretical expression of a category. The important thing is that it
io a theoretical expression of & social relation (Marx chastised Proudhon
for failing to comprehend this). 4 class is made up of persons who,
independently of their will, share certain objective material interestsSe
llenbership of a class is not by volition; if it were, the workirg and
the peasants could terminate their misery by simply,de¢iding that they
were not workers and peasants! The English factory worker who deily . =7
imagines that he is Queen Elizabeth's consort does not thereby alleviate
the drudgery he must suffer everyday, The concept of .the class struggle
is not disproved by the fact of oppressed wquerg denying their oppressior
on the contrary, this phenomenon is the most brutal affirmation of the -
bouz:geoisie.'s dominion over the working class. Louis ilthusser points
out an important distinction, implicit in the concept of the class strugg’
between 'class instinet" and "class position', ' The class instinet is
latent and of course subjective; a c;iasé i)o;i'blon, on the other hand, is
objective and may be 'acquired', -Vhen a "South /ifrican trade Unionis;b",
Miss livubelo, pleads with liberal democrats in Europe to curtail hostile
propeganda against apartheid and invest in South /ifrica if they really
want to "help the workers there', she is advancing a bourgeois class
position, -Her class instinct is buried under years of intimidation,
huniliation at.the hands of a liferally fascist regime kept in power
by the same'powers' who exploit our diamonds, ete.,.and draw up
“orofreotion plan-s" for our ‘ﬁétionalised v - By the same token,
the "fri vho asserts.that Jfarxian is irretevant«to Africa,
is therevy stating hi" class popition in wrtchniellsterms Thig is SO



f ¥ L he professes to "wderstand” the plight of - frices woreass

P penaonts

: "inally, it 1o fmportant to wderstasd et larzisn does not
"‘“ 1y aggert that there is a class struggle which would without any
h‘,. ald, lead to the elinination of the oppreseor clsse, The struggle
P ®a ot exist only "in prineiple’ (lenin: The State md Bevolutiorn).
LS clags 1o a soclal group sharing e homogenelty of tasically econemic
f“tii‘cs st the struggle is a political struggle; it is nothing else,
™R oppressed classes canot end thefroppression unless they selze
Atrol of the jtate (It 1s eignificmt that Jarz formmlated the theory
the class struggle fron a study of the struggles of the contemporery
asea-—the proletarian struggles of 1848 - 1849) nnd 'smash' it,
t Shan i the State and what 1o the nature of the /frican State?
The 'statey unlike ‘class', is quite clearly brought out in

Tx's writings, In his own words, it is "ghe Lurcaucratic-military
Qhine,' (Tetter to Kugelmann, ipril 12, 1871) The focus of bourgeois
L& tortion here has alvays been the statement by Tngels that tie State
thers away," The nineteenth century revisionists argued fron this

1h1f'els had repudiated revolution. The dia;corfions notwithstanding,
e 1bosu.ti_m1 ip clear. The state is not an inevitable social institution,
% is the product of comodity exchenge, Through it the ruling cless,
® bourgeoisie in capitalist sociefy; maintaine the "law and order”
ecessary for the continued private appropria_tion of 'surplus', Vhen
e oppressor class is overthrown (as in the Bolshevik revolution)
€ state as an instrument of coercion at the ha.nds oi’ the Jourgeoiaie
hs 'abolished' It must be obvious now why the debnte about the func-
'*iOlL'Lng of the state apparatus has not begun even in the host progressive

Efrican countries, ;
It will also be apprecmted that only the bourgeois function

=3¢ the state is abolished by a revolution. In the period of the transition,
Ehe state as a "special coercive force” will exist for the suppression _
ot "Kulakn“, revisionists, 11bere1 demoemts, etc. t"m.thers away" .
Ehrough g logical nitigation of its coercive function, The so-called
'anarchis¥ denanded that the state' be abolished dlrectly after the e
Pevolution apd for the reason that antagonistio c',l.asses will stlll . LR
sxist after the revolution, Engels admonished. tbat thls could not be .
fone, The '0pportunists' on the other hand, spoIte of 8 "free people s
3tate‘. -. Engelg admonished that vhile this may be useful for po]_itical
..gita’qicm, it must be, recognised as a eontrad:.ction j.n terms Ve cannot i
galk, of. "free coercion", (Kruschev's a1l people's state",would bave .
zet mth ‘the same objection, The class struggle does not end merely
5y the abolition of private ownership in the neans. of production.)i

_ The special characteristlcs of the St&u which are relevant
For a proper appraisal of the character oi’ the fnczm state are (1) 1t
=as e ferritoria “__f;- (1 arx ond Prgels, z\:d Lter Lenin had too much

i 8 i e
EEEac to fool yhita relaplysiec);. (5) 1% ooy, dering t"f—‘ bpurse Of ’t’
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ife, {s the conatant euployunent of a ruling class ..ieidin{‘ power
prionrily tu it omn belalf, There camiot be a rMiling elags witlwut [
'state', or there cazmnot bde o 'state' without a ruling class,

1¥ vien 1z that ‘the ‘frican 'state’ is tvpicallf the nppendage
of the metropolitan state (the erstwhile colouial mnster) where econoridcs
and political links are maintained after in-lepe.ldwcc, or a confluence of
netropolitan states where there has bem a diversi_t‘ication of trede ard
political links (as in Tanzania), 1tbou,.,h for peculiar‘?tistorical
reasons there are aperging “national bourgeoisies in countries like
(haun and Egypt, vwe may say that the typical /fricen state is controlled
by a petty bourgeoisie that docs not have the material base requisitp
for an ass criio‘. of its indeperdence as a clnss' it lacks the mterial
base -xreeioou becausc the productive forces are not developed. Its
objective class interest is the perpetuntion of neo-colonialism. In
important consequence of tis mteriAI wealness is that the petty bourgeois
state depends on some netropolitan state for the supp]y of the means
with wh.ich to defend itself (the e.rc\v, the police, the air force, etc. )

: Durthemore, the ideologv of the international bourgeoisie
bagicelly rules the petty bourgeobsie. (Except 1n tmes of orism, the
ruling class rules bv persuasion through 1ts :.nstltutlons of learning,
churches, powerful redio station;, etc.) The wholesale subscription by
the progressive .i’rican regiues of concepts lilce the "Separation of
l‘owers“ Tile of Bow"""'l’f‘onpt "‘H ~4dequE te“compe'n"s‘tion"”"mshort
the | colonial mentality” is itself the function of the:Lr hlstoncal
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relationsbip with the international bourge01s1e.

_To be e, 1n some instances, the Lfrlce.n state bu.reaucracy
QLN

has ecquired attributes th.ch may on the:.r face be at varla.nce w1th the
" - ' | ¢

1iberal democmtic ideology of the mternatlonel bourge01s1e. T may,

for inste.nce, i.nvade the unsullied realms of ";udlcial leependence

These "superstructural coni’licts", as vie may call then, are the inev:Ltable
ptoducts of the intemal class struggle. (The relationshlp between the ;
local petty bourgeoisie and the international bourge01sie 1s 1tself il
political and as such dialectical.‘—). ‘-The :Lntens:.ty of the conflict

depends on the nature of the mternal class struggle, the strength of th.e

workers (the peas._nts) o.nd the clarity of the:.r consciousness as a

-

-

class. "‘he petty bourgeo:.sie may even take trul,y’ revolutlonary pos:Ltions
(1t my, for instance, expropriate the assets of a nulti-national firm)
but this w:Lll always be done from ucmsiderations of politlcal expediency.
The history oi’ the African petty bourgeo:.sie J_n post-colonial Africa
clearly proves that it will at best wage a bourgeom revolution designed
to mmtain a caricature of the welfare state-—"a devclopment whose sole
driving force is the calendar, wear:.ng w1th constant repetition of the
sane tensions cmd reloxations antagonlsm that periodically seenm %o work

thenselves up to o clives: 0..13/ to Toce thoir coprmriess end fell avryw

Sy



(39)

S thout being able to resolve themselves.” (Varz)

; In this rather long and wirding borment' I have deliberately
Bept nyself within the realn of theory, 1y ala hms bean to probe into
Mc Marxist theory and to demonstrefe by a general look at the
ht!npora.ry historical phenomens that it offers the only methodology
b which we can fully explain our continuing oppression, petty bourgecis
Mians to the contrary notwithstanding, iy only excuse for putting
)h! average reade? through this laborious exercise is that Marziem has
Meeome such a heavy weight that it is no longer safe to assund the nost
i ementary understanding of its concepts,
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