
YUQING  EVA  CAO



COURSE SYLLABUS







RESEARCH TO VISUALISATION



The Land as Palimpsest: Conflict, Memory and Transformation in Berlin.

● MONUMENTS  &  COUNTER-MONUMENTS

● (N)OSTALGIE NARRATED THROUGH TOUCHDESIGNER IMMERSION

● STREET ART AS PROTEST AGAINST GENTRIFICATION & ERASURE

Visual Elements:  Layering, Erasure, Transparency, Hauntology…

INSTALLATION 



OVERARCHING 
CONCEPT

A palimpsest is originally a manuscript 
or piece of writing material that’s 
reused after the original text was 
erased …

Metaphorically, it’s something that has 
multiple layers of meaning, history or 
memory. 



MONUMENTS 
& 
COUNTER - MONUMENTS



COUNTER - MONUMENT
Provoke self-reflection and continuous engagement 

with the past.

They often reject the grandeur and permanence of 
traditional monuments, instead favoring forms that are 
temporary, self-destructive, or interactive.























TIMELINE

1945–1949:  Post-WWII Division
1950s:  Growing Tensions
1961:  Construction of the Berlin Wall



TIMELINE

1960s–1980s: Life Under the DDR
1989: Fall of the Berlin Wall
1990: German Reunification



Spreewald Pickles    (Spreewälder Gurken) 
Trabbi       (Trabant 601) 
Ampelmännchen 
Club Cola 
Pittiplatsch & Sandmännchen





Digital Book - Ostalgie 



OSTALGIE & GDR 
Ostalgie is a manifestation of the 
tension, where personal and 
communal memories resist being 
subsumed by a singular, 
dominant historical narrative.

Whose memories are preserved?

Which aspects of the past are 
deemed worthy of 
celebration/critique.  



GENTRIFICATION 
& 
STREET ART





Guest Worker Program

Timeline: 

- After World War II, West Germany 
experienced an "economic miracle"  

- Gastarbeiter (Guest Workers) Program 



Squatting and Counterculture















Köpi
Anti-Gentrification Symbol

Site of Protest and Activism















The very word  “grassroot art”  itself resonates with 
plant metaphors  such as “roots”,  rootedness”, 
“groundedness”,  “rhizomes”. 

A multiplicity of stems and roots which may cross 
at any point to form a variety of connections or 
potentialities.



STREET ART AS PROTEST 

SO 36 & Köpi 

They proliferate through diverse 
lines of growth, thriving organically 
and unpredictably outside the 
institutional frameworks of 
galleries, museums, and market-
driven competitions.


