How Modern Is the
MoMA?

The Museum of Modern Art's mission is to be the foremost museum
of modern art in the world, and one way it does that is continously
expanding its permanent collection. Recently, the institution
released a research dataset on Github with works that have been
officially added to its collection and cataloged in its database.
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Let's see what's in the MoMA!

Not all works in the dataset have dates for both creation and acquisition. 129,000 records
have both - about 93% of the dataset.

The collection covers modern and
contemporary disciplines in art and design.

This includes
architectural drawings,
models, design objects,

Aida Muluneh and graphic design. The only category from MoMA's dataset that doesn’t have its own
Strength in Honor dedicated curatorial department is the Fluxus Collection, as it spans
2016

different artistic media.
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The Fluxus was an
MoMA defines this as international
contemporary time-based experimental art
art that could be live or movement that formed in
recorded. the 1960s.
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The MoMA adds to its collection in bulk a few times a year, through added in 2008, donated
110K donations from art collectors, contributions from the artists by Gilbert and Lila
. Silverman.
themselves, and independent purchases.
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In 1964, the Louis E. Stern
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At the same time, the collection is gradually
becoming less modern.
The gap between when a piece is created and acquired is widening
— the MoMA's adding older works to its collection over time.
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40 Each year, the gap widens

by about 2 months. Fluxus Collection
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Points clustered here are
contemporary work that
the MoMA gets right
away, or is a site-specific
work made at the MoMA.
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Links to Sources

Data: MoMA Dataset on Github
Data and images: MoMA's website



