Workshop Brief & Resources

THESIS STATEMENT — — — — N~_ _ —™_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
| I

| My thesis is an exercise in investigating and designing in partnership with local systems of repair, |
improvisation, and material recirculation within R.l. and southern M.A., rethinking current econom-
| ic models oriented toward never-ending growth. |

| ° Revalues architectural and construction industrial waste based on availability and coopera- |
tion amidst the indeterminacy inherent in non-standardized materials
| * Builds alongside or sisters with existing efforts of reuse exchange and salvage networks |
* Organizes on the basis of knowledge sharing and skill building
|

| * Forefrontslabor and performativity in design processes

—_— — — — — — — — — — — —_— =

RESEARCH + PROPOSAL — — — — — —

| Through a series of workshops, my project curates an exhibition of
experimental models/prototypes that demonstrate the outcome

| of community organization to remove architectural scrap from |
local waste networks while playfully imagining (de)construction

| methods that embrace a future destined for disassembly. |
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To thread
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To embrace

To mend
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WARMIURPFAGTIVIYA — — — — — — — — — —

| Time: 10 min |

Select two different materials and “bind” them using string.

iVv.

EXERCISEAN — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

| Time: 30 min |

| Form groups of 2-3. Then, choose a combination of materials (i.e. wood and fabric) and |
a type of connection method (i.e. hooks). Work together to experiment with different
| “binding” techniques. |

| As a team, present your prototypes/models and provide a short reflection on the creative
| process (challenges, accomplishments, etc.) |

| HINT: Plan and document your assemblies through sketching! p A
L 2

DOCUMENL " — — — —
|Time:5min

| Photograph your work! Any photos taken on personal devices can be uploaded to the |
| shared Google Drive Folder named “Photos_041124.” |
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- - - - REFLECTION — - - - - = = -

Respond to any of the following questions:

1. How was the workshop? Did anything about the experience surprise, frustrate, or
challenge you?

2. What did you set out to do? What were the outcomes?

3. Did you utilize or share any personal strengths during the workshop? Did you learn
something new?

4. What are some thoughts or hopes you have for waste, the construction industry, and
for architects and designers?

5. What are some lingering questions you have? How can you seek answers?

Other notes:
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Sistered beams and other sisterings: a
partial ongoing glossary

Cynthia Deng, Elif Erez
Transient Solidarity
Volume 8 03

1. 3Sistered b=ams

A term usad In construction, and speciically in the repalr and adaptation of existing structures, sistering’ refers to the
addition of extra matertal to relinforce &n existing, dameged structural member.” The added material 1s referred to as the
'slster’ of the original member, a5 In “sister studf or “slster beam®. Sistering Involves two or more sistered” parts belng in
Intimete reletion, and Is contingent wpon thelr Interdependence—thay are stronger with one enother.

Sistering ks structural Interdependence with whet alreedy exist=—It opens up sites for mew refationships In piace, without
whole=sake replacing or starting enew.

2. Sistered telephone poles

3. TheThreeSisters

In much of Turtle Islend, planting the Three Sisters—oom, beans, and squash—together s & common Indigenous
agricultural practice. Their relatlonships with each other are a perfect case of mutual support and Interdependsmee:
corn becomes the scaffold that the beans uss to grow end cllimb vertically; beans becoms the subterransan negotiators
&s nitrogen fixers and nutrient convertars within the soll, and squesh becomes the sprawling guard as thelr lzaves’
=hade retains soll molsture and prevents weed growth.

Sistering ks clos2 partnership whersin Individuals” wniqus trefts bulld off of each other to cregte something greeter for an
entire ecologhcal community—It iImagines abundano: through deep coliaboration.

4. T Am Your Sister”

Audre Lorde wrote an actlon-orlentad pamphist entlitled | Am Your Sister: Black Women Organizing Across Sexualities” |
direct=d at non-lesolan Black women to address heterosexism end homophobla, to collectively bulld towerds mutual
surylval Her directives resonate for relationsnip-bullding: “we have many differant faces, and we do not have to become
sach other In ordar to work tegether™ The mutual stretching across differences (of Identity, of opinion) Implles that ail
partles commit to Internal and Interparsonal work

Sistering acts onCore connections betwsasn Individuals In spite of differences, and recognizes those very differences as
a key source of strength—It posits the gaps betwsan us as well=prings of future power.
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5. Toslster

Tonl Cade SBambara wrote ©

on the line. Mow that we
C&n hear each other and =
chalns as well™

. Slsters of the yam Sisters of the rice Sisters of the oorn Sisters of the plantain.. And were gll
egun to break the sllence end b=gun to break throwgh the disbolically e fed barriers and
22 each other, we can =it down with trust and break bread together. Rls2 up and break our

A5 BEambera teught, *slster |s & verD?

6. 3Sistercitles

healthcare, Infrastrecture

Sistering creates placs
boundaries.

r citles™" are Citles that are geographicelly distinct,
hold the potentiel to b= more If they began to =here other responsibliities that citkes carry, ke education, housing

et form &n Intentional =oCial and commerciel partner=hip. Sister

o-piace bonds of mutuzal 2ld—It holds the possibllity of transcending borders and politicel

Excerpt from “Notes on Sistering® by Ly Song’

“glstaring Is 2n antl-supre
showing up, sharing and

maclst, reparative design eplstemosogy end methodology.. Sistering proceeds by Inviting,
stening cut. It IS 3 serles of call and response, pushing =ach other further and further with

mutual challenges and effirmetions..~

Slstering 5 & process end

method of relationship-bulkding end cngolng solldanty work, compilete with the gen

tensions and confllct= that coms with creative Interdependence

outra

Sistering s cherecterized

by difference (In age, In material maks-up, or otherwlss) yet also by relstional continuity,

constant ghve end take, and shared loads to colkectively hold up a wihole. Might these and other cases of sistering be a

blueprint for solldarities &
possibe futures.

nd Intentional interdependencias moving forward® Thess Instances begin to open portals Into

Sistering ks far from new. Worlds are belng bullt from =2eds, possiblities, experimants In slstering. This Incomplete and

ongolng glossarny holds
It hare as an Invitation to

ments of slsterings wefre continuing to gether along our journey a= designers, and we share
ognize and lIft up sistering In architecture
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