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Notes for performance: 

Strings: 

Ricochet: bounce the bow on the string producing an unmetered 

staccato effect  

Harmonic glissandi: these should pronounce the natural 

harmonic partials of the string and not sound like an ordinary 

gliss. 

Bowing: during long stretches of slurred or tied material bow 

changes should be as imperceptible as possible 

Muted touch point, similar to a harmonic touch point 

but using two or more fingers to mute the string in 

order to dampen is resonance, producing a mostly 

toneless sound  

 

 

 

 

Harmonics: both natural and artificial harmonics are used in the 

piece. In addition to the commonly used natural harmonic 

touchpoints (M3
rd

, P4
th

, P5
th

, 8va) more tonally unstable 

harmonic touchpoints are used (m2
nd

, M2
nd

, m7
th

 etc.) these 

‘harmonics’ are notated as natural harmonics but vary in degrees 

of noise content 

From silence/into silence 

Quartertones 

 

Cello scordatura 

 

 

 

 



Piano: 

Depress keys silently: used in combination with the 

sostenuto pedal in bar 110, should the piano used in 

the performance not have a sostenuto pedal then 

omit this technique  

 

‘Harmonics’: dampen the piano string with the finger, 

producing either a muted resonance or a harmonic, 

the point at which the string is dampened is up to the 

performer, only these pitches are used (it may help to 

mark these strings with small stickers on the 

hammers). 

‘Harmonic glissandi’: repeatedly strike the 

piano key while glissing the dampening 

finger in the direction indicated, the initial 

touchpoint is up to the performer 

 

The score is written in C 

Duration: C. 10’, C. 4’ & C. 4’  
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